ISSN: 2521-7135

NDC SEMINAR PAPER

Proceedings
Seminar on
Terrorism and Counter Terrorism:
Bangladesh Perspective
Date: 05 December 2016
VOLUME 01

NUMBER 04

DECEMBER 2016

NATIONAL DEFENCE COLLEGE
BANGLADESH

1

National Defence College, Bangladesh

2

Seminar on
Terrorism and Counter Terrorism:
Bangladesh Perspective
Organized by
National Defence College for Armed Forces War Course (AFWC) 2016
on 05 December 2016

NATIONAL DEFENCE COLLEGE
BANGLADESH

4

Foreword
Terrorism has a direct and significant effect on human rights, the consequences of
which are devastating on people’s enjoyment of their fundamental rights such as the
right to life, fair treatment of victims and liberty. In addition, acts of terrorism are costly
to the stability of governments, destabilize efforts of civil societies, threaten peace and
security, and hinder economic growth and development. These factors touch on the
enjoyment of human rights of the global citizenry. As far as most governments are
concerned, the security of their citizens is a basic human right hence they do whatever
they can in order to protect individuals accordingly. This is where states are obligated to
ensure that human rights of their nationals are protected against threats of terrorism.
Therefore they ensure that the perpetrators of acts of terrorism are brought to justice.
Terrorism is commonly understood to refer to acts of violence that target civilians in
the pursuit of political or ideological aims. In legal terms, although the international
community has yet to adopt a comprehensive definition of terrorism, existing
declarations, and resolutions and universal “sectoral” treaties relating to specific
aspects of it define certain acts and core elements. In 1994, the General Assembly’s
Declaration on Measures to Eliminate International Terrorism, set out in its resolution
49/60, stated that terrorism includes “criminal acts intended or calculated to provoke
a state of terror in the general public, a group of persons or particular persons for
political purposes” and that such acts “are in any circumstances unjustifiable, whatever
the considerations of a political, philosophical, ideological, racial, ethnic, religious or
other nature that may be invoked to justify them.”
International humanitarian law and the authority of surveillance organizations
recognize the important frameworks that place human rights in the context of
terrorism and counter-terrorism without interfering with the nature of these rights.
In addition, counter-terrorism measures taken by States should prevent them from
falling into snare of infringing fundamental rights and democratic privileges-the very
rights that terrorists flout and wish to wipe out. Currently, various counter-terrorism
measures have been implemented, notably since the heinous 9/11 attacks. However,
such measures are not in full harmony with the international humanitarian law.
Finally, I would like to thank the Editorial Board for their relentless effort and
assistance in publishing the paper.

Lt Gen Chowdhury Hasan Sarwardy, BB, SBP, BSP, ndc, psc, PhD
Commandant
National Defence College
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Editorial
“Terrorism is a real threat in many parts of the world and States must address
terrorism robustly and effectively”, states the foreword to the report of the
Eminent Jurist Panel on Terrorism, Counter-terrorism and Human Rights.
Terrorism is a colloquial term; nowadays it is commonly used by politicians as
well as by the media. It describes a phenomenon studied by many disciplines
including law, sociology and political science. However, there is no common
understanding of its meaning. The word ‘terrorism’ means different things
depending on the context where it is being used and who is using it. In fact,
even though the term ‘terrorism’ has been used in international treaties and
UN General Assembly and Security Council resolutions, there is no definition
of terrorism under international law.
Violent acts by non-state groups against the general population for political
purposes are abhorrent crimes that, when widespread or systematic, can
amount to crimes against humanity. Human Rights Watch condemns such acts.
Governments have a responsibility to protect those within their jurisdiction
from extremist attacks, but must ensure that all counterterrorism measures
respect human rights. Human Rights Watch monitors actions by governments
and inter-governmental bodies against violent extremism to ensure they do
not infringe on the rights to life, to protection from torture and ill-treatment,
and to a fair trial. We also condemn governments for targeting minorities or
stifling the rights to free expression, association and peaceful assembly in the
name of security. Such measures are not only unlawful under international law,
they are also counter-productive.
We convey our sincere thanks and heartfelt gratitude to all concerned for their
innovative thoughts and valuable suggestions. Having such support always on
our side is a blessing. We wish to make the future issues more informative with
your cooperation.

Brigadier General Mohammad Mahbubul Haq, PBGM, ndc, afwc, psc
Chief Instructor
National Defence College
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Overview of the Seminar
Every year National Defence College (NDC) conducts a year long Armed
Forces War Course (AFWC) for the officers of the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel and equivalent of Army, Navy and air Force. As part of the course
curriculum, Course Members undertake number of seminars and other
individual and group research works. The seminar on “Terrorism and Counter
Terrorism: Bangladesh Perspective” was held on 05 December 2016 as one of
the assignment of Armed Forces War Course -2016. However, considering
the importance of the subject the seminar was arranged in a larger profile
incorporating the recognized experts of the field of the country.
The course members of Armed Forces War Course-2016, National Defence
Course-2016, faculty and staff members of National Defence College, students
from University of Dhaka, Bangladesh University of Professionals and invited
dignitaries and resource persons participated in the seminar.
Total four Keynote Papers were presented during the seminar. As a scene setter
for the seminar, a group of four members from Armed Forces War Course
-2016 presented on the theme of seminar “Terrorism and Counter Terrorism:
Bangladesh Perspective”. They covered terrorism in general, terrorism
Bangladesh perspective, counter terrorism-Bangladesh perspective and ways
forward. Thereafter three other speakers, Brigadier General Towhid-ul-Islam,
Director, CTIB, DGFI, Mr. Benazir Ahmed, DG, RAB and Brigadier General
Shahedul Anam Khan (Retd), Associate Editor, The Daily Star delivered their
Keynote Speeches on ‘Counter Terrorism: Bangladesh Perspective’ , ‘Terrorist
Militancy in Bangladesh and Law Enforcement Response’ and ‘ Terrorism
and Counter Terrorism: Role of Media’ respectively. The speakers focused on
identifying sustainable solution to the menace of terrorism in their delivery.
The Keynote speeches were followed by vibrant interactive sessions where
the participants engaged in rewarding discourse. The open session focused
in ascertaining means that would pave the way for a secured Bangladesh
combating the threat of terrorism effectively.
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Address of Commandant,
NDC
Lt Gen Chowdhury Hasan Sarwardy
BB, SBP, BSP, ndc, psc, PhD
Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim.
Respected Lt Gen Nuruddin Khan (Retd),
Chief Guest of today’s seminar,
Respected Ambassador Farooq Sobhan, Today’s Special Guest,
Distinguished Academics, Professionals,
Senior Military and Government Officials,
Representatives of Civil Society,
Resource Personnel, Members of Media, Faculty and Course Members,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Assalamu Alaikum and a very Good Morning to all.
There is no denying fact that, terrorism is one of the greatest threats to
democracy, economic development and peace today. Terrorism cuts across the
boundaries of race, religion, ethnicity and nationality. Terrorism, both in its
magnitude and proliferation, is one of the gravest challenges to international
peace, human security, and act as a major impediment to development.
Bangladesh, as a nation, has made great sacrifices in her War of Liberation in
1971 to establish democracy and non-communal society. The attempt by
extremist forces to uproot and denigrate these two intrinsic national values
poses a serious challenge to the nation and its identity.
The present government of Bangladesh, under the able leadership of
Honourable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, is following a “zero tolerance”
policy against terrorism. Bangladesh pursues a value driven foreign policy
that promotes peace, democracy, communal harmony, human rights, good
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governance and social justice, a culture of peace and non-violence, inter-faith
and inter-cultural dialogues, as well as ethnic and religious tolerance to combat
violent extremism and fundamentalism.
Internationally, Bangladesh is party to all 14 universal anti-terrorism
instruments. The Government of Bangladesh supports the implementation
of the UN Security Council Resolutions 2170 and 2178; in prevention of
entry, transit, recruitment, organizing, transporting, financing and equipping
of Foreign Terrorist Fighters activities.
At the national level, over the past several years, Bangladesh has developed
a robust legal, regulatory and institutional regime to combat terrorism.
The Government has promulgated the Anti-Terrorism Act - 2009 (further
amended in 2012 and 2013), and Anti-Terrorism Rules – 2013, to specify
the responsibility of the respective agencies for implementation of the Act.
Alongside, the Government has promulgated Money Laundering Prevention
Act - 2012, which includes among others, terrorism and terrorist financing.
Domestically, Government of Bangladesh has already banned several groups,
such as Harkat-ut-Jehad Al Islami, Bangladesh (HUJI-B), Jagrata Muslim Janata
Bangladesh (JMJB), Jamatul Mujahedeen Bangladesh (JMB), and Shahadat-eAl Hikma. Many of the perpetrators of bombing incidents including their
main leaders were tried. Concerned authorities of Bangladesh carried out
thorough security operations on receipt of alleged reports of insurgent hideouts in Bangladesh. In order to reform the Madrassa Education System, the
Government has revised and modernized the Madrassa curriculum along
with the mainstream education. The Government is also working on further
capacity building of the relevant law enforcement agencies to effectively
combat transnational terrorism, organized crimes, and violent extremism.
It is therefore evident that, over the years, Bangladesh has made great progress in
countering and containing terrorism within the country. Despite the commitment
and sincere efforts of all stake-holders in combating terrorism, the terrorists and
extremists have shown great adaptability, and have changed their strategies to
ensure the survival of their organizations. The salient feature is that the militants
are now focusing more on organizing gatherings, workshops, and widely circulating
online publications to preach their ideology. Another significant aspect is that, they
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are operating mostly in private universities and English medium schools, including
recruiting students from middle class and upper middle class backgrounds. This
qualitative shift has made counter terrorism practitioners realize that, although hard
power approaches continue to be extremely successful, the long term solution to
terrorism lies in counter radicalization efforts.
A wide range of measures are needed to be undertaken to increase awareness
about these extremist ideologies, in all strata of society, particularly among
the youth in both urban and rural areas. Thus, a more inclusive approach to
counter terrorism and radicalization is required to meet the challenges posed
by contemporary extremist and terrorist groups. This would demand de
radicalization programmes, involving the active participation of educational
institutions, law enforcement authorities, the media and civil society.
Keeping this underpinning purpose and objective in mind, today’s seminar is
planned and organized by NDC. I hope, this intellectual discourse will be extremely
beneficial to all of us, by way of strengthening our knowledge and creating
requisite awareness about wide-spread impact of terrorism in order to implement
all-inclusive and comprehensive counter-terrorism strategy for Bangladesh.
Distinguished audience, I think you will all agree with me that, in the past
couple of hours, we all have been enlightened by the rich, thought provoking
and vibrant deliberation on a very time sensitive topic. I think, the seminar
discourse was indeed intellectually rewarding to all of us in reinforcing our
knowledge base on the topic, and creating requisite awareness about widespread impact of terrorism in our society.
At this juncture, I would like to express my heart-felt appreciation and sincere
thanks to all the esteemed key-note speakers, the faculty, the staffs, all other
support personnel, especially the Armed Forces War Course Wing, NDC for
successfully organizing the seminar. I especially thank today’s Chief Guest,
Lt Gen Nuruddin Khan (Retd) and Special Guest Ambassador Farooq
Sobhan, other Senior Military and Government Officials, Representatives of
Civil Society, Resource Personnel and Members of Media for accepting our
invitation and gracing the occasion.
Thank you all.
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Session-1, Keynote Speech-1:
Terrorism and Counter Terrorism-Bangladesh
Perspective
As part of the presentation of the group of four speakers, the first speaker
began his talk on aspects related to understanding terrorism. The subsequent
speakers followed on the theme in Bangladesh’s Perspective covering terrorism,
counter terrorism and way forward measures.

Understanding Terrorism
Terrorism is kind of an elusive subject. It is perhaps easy to conceive yet
quite hard to explain. It is a phenomenon existing in human society since
ages. However, in modern times, worldwide terrorism has spread alarmingly.
According to data from the Global Terrorism Database, more than 61,000
incidents of non-state terrorism claiming over 140,000 lives have been recorded
from 2000 to 2014.1 Hence, now a day’s terrorism is considered a major threat
to society.
Etymology suggests that the use of the word ‘terrorism’ dates back to 1795,
in specific sense of “government intimidation during the Reign of Terror in
France” (March 1793-July 1794). The word originates from French terrorisme,
which is from Latin word terror.2
The Merriam Webster defines Terrorism as “the systematic use of terror
especially as a means of coercion.” Researchers try to define it in many ways.
Bruce Hoffman, an eminent theorist within the study of terrorism, proposed
the definition: “Terrorism is thus violence – or equally important, the threat
of violence- used and directed in pursuit of, or in service of, a political aim.” 3

1
2
3
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Global Terrorism Database (GTD) maintained by Institute for Economics and Peace at https:// www.start.umd.
edu/gtd
Online Etymology Dictionary at www.etymonline.com
Hoffman

The Global Terrorism Database (GTD) and the Study of Terrorism and
Responses to Terrorism (START) classifies terrorism as actions outside the
context of legitimate warfare activities. This means that only acts which are
contrary to international humanitarian law, such as the deliberate targeting of
civilians, conducted by subnational actors are viewed as terrorism.4
Terrorism was not always seen as today. Its history is as much European as Middle
Eastern, and as much secular as religious. Far from being willfully indiscriminate,
it was often pointedly discriminate.5 In the early revolutionary years, it was largely
by violence that governments in Paris tried to impose their radical new order on
a reluctant citizenry. As a result, the first meaning of the word ‘terrorism’, was
recorded by the Académie Française in 1798, as ‘system or rule of terror’.
There existed a connection between terrorism and religion throughout the
history6. The earliest instance of terrorism goes back to the 1st century (66
– 73 AD) by the Jewish Zealots in the province of Judea in Roman Empire,
who sought to liberate their country from Roman occupation.7 The Order
of Assassins, sometimes referred to as the Brotherhood of Assassins, was
founded in 11th century in Persia who fought against the Christian crusader8.
In India during the 13th through the 19th centuries, the Thug cult of various
professional robbers and murderers existed. The British eventually destroyed
the movement during the 19th century.9
David C Rapoport (2004) created FOUR WAVES Theory in defining how
different types of terrorism evolved over the period. His work has been used
for many years in helping to understand how and why terrorism works.10 In
the 1880s, an initial “Anarchist Wave” appeared which continued for some 40
years. Its successor, the “Anti-Colonial Wave” began in the 1920s, and by the
4
5
6

GTD, Op cit.
Adam Roberts, “The Changing Faces of Terrorism” at www.bbc.co.uk/history.
Bruce Hoffman,” Holy Terror: The Implications of Terrorism Motivated by a Religious Imperative’, RAND,
Santa Monica.
7 Walter Laquer, “Terrorism, 1977” (London, Weidenfeld and Nicholson, 1977), pp.7/8; and David C Rapoport,
“Fear and Trembling: Terrorism in Three Religious Traditions,”, American Political Science Review, Vol.78.No.3,
September 1984,pp.668-672.
8 The most detailed and comprehensive study of the group can be found in Bernard Lewis, The Assassins: A
Radical Sect in Islam (London: Al Saqi Books, 1985).
9 David C Rapoport, “Fear and Trembling: Terrorism in Three Religious Traditions”, American Political Science
Review, Vol.78.No.3, September 1984,pp.660-664.
10 David C Rapoport, ‘The Four Waves of Terrorism’
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1960s had largely disappeared. The late 1960s witnessed the birth of the “New
Left Wave,” which dissipated largely in the 90s leaving a few groups still active
in Sri Lanka, Spain, France, Peru, and Columbia. The fourth or “Religious
Wave” began in 1979, and, if it follows the pattern of its predecessors, it still
has twenty to twenty-five years to run. Revolution was the overriding aim in
every wave, but revolution was understood differently in each.
With the world’s fastest-growing markets, rising military expenditures coupled
with a toxic stew of boiling political, ethnic, strategic and historical animosities,
made all the more volatile by endemic poverty, illiteracy and the sheer agony
of daily existence, Asia holds the key to the future international security order.
Much of Asia’s terrorist violence is concentrated in its southern belt. This
southern part of Asia is wracked by terrorist, insurgent and separatist violence.
But this rise of militancy and terrorism in South Asia is a recent phenomenon
and can be linked to the Afghan war.11
The most commonly used tactic by terrorists in 2015 involved explosives (52%),
followed by armed assaults (23%), which almost always involved firearms. In
addition, there were 101 unarmed assaults in 2015—attacks aimed at harming
people, without the use of explosives or firearms. Unarmed assaults primarily
involved melee weapons, chemical weapons, or vehicles as weapons. Private
Citizens are increasingly the targets of terrorist attacks. Deaths of private
citizens increased by 172 per cent between 2013 and 2014 compared to the
total number of deaths which rose 80 per cent12.
In the recent developments it is observed that the business sector constitutes
one of the primary strategic targets of contemporary terrorism. Because
attacking it can cause severe and cascading economic damages not only to the
targeted businesses but other sectors in a country’s overall critical infrastructure
as well. Alongside human fatalities/injuries, physical damage against the
targeted facility, and psychological damage on a country’s population, inflicting
cascading damages on a country’s economy is one of four objectives of
terrorism’s overall purpose: to damage, undermine, and extort political and
other concessions from the threatened government and its economic sector.13
11 Rashed uz Zaman , “WMD Terrorism In South Asia: Trends And Implications” at http://sam.gov.tr/wpcontent/uploads/2012/01/Rashed-Uz-Zaman.pdf
12 GTD, Op cit
13 Joshua Sinai, “New Trends in Terrorism’s Targeting of the Business Sector”,
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As a conflict method terrorism continues to adapt to meet the challenges
of emerging forms of conflict, and exploit developments in technology and
society. Terrorism has demonstrated increasing abilities to adapt to counterterrorism measures, methods and techniques and political failure. Terrorists are
developing new capabilities of attack and improving the efficiency of existing
methods. Terrorists have also been quick to use new technologies, and adapt
existing ones to their uses. Terrorism now requires a greatly increased amount
of violence or novelty to attract the attention it requires due to the increase in
information outlets. Hence terrorists have increased the impact and violence
of their actions to take advantage of this sensationalism. The examples are
plenty in today’s world. 14
A RAND research does not foresee major changes in terrorist tactics or targets.
They found that terrorism will become institutionalized as a mode of armed
conflict for some, and most unfortunately, will become an accepted fact of
contemporary life and therefore somehow “tolerable.”15
Bangladesh did not remain out of the regional spread of terrorism. Bangladesh
has experienced two kinds of violent extremism since its birth, which indeed
espoused opposing ideologies. First, the Socialist movement launched
immediately after the birth of Bangladesh, under the banner of red revolution.
And then a new kind of violent extremism appeared in the 90s.16 With relative
calm in between years, came July 2016, a sudden spike took place. And here we
are today trying to strategize our counter terrorism and way forward.

Terrorism in Bangladesh
The word ‘terrorism’ was first popularized during the French Revolution in
1789 ‘regime de la terreur ‘.From the French Revolution through ninetieth and
twentieth century, terrorism has shifted from socialism and nationalism to the
religious based violence in the 21st century.
14 Future Trends in Terrorism at www.terrorism-research.com/future
15 Brian Michael Jenkins, “Future Trends in International Terrorism”, Santa Monica, CA: RAND Corporation,
1985.
16 Major General Abdur Rashid, “Nature and trend of extremist violence in Bangladesh”, at http://opinion.
bdnews24.com/2016/08/06/nature-and-trend-of-extremist-violence-in-bangladesh/
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Terrorism in Bangladesh dates back to post independence.Since then
Bangladesh witnessed three kinds of terrorism. First is political violence, so
called left wing terrorism, a few activist groups got involved in extremism that
was politically motivated to establish communism in this country.Next is an
insurgency that emerged in 1972 and demanded autonomy for Chittagong Hill
Districts. Later they organized and trained their armed cadre.Lately Islamist
Terrorism came into being, which is a point of concern today. The presence of
Islamist terrorist outfits and groups can be traced back to the 1990s. Islamist
extremism and militant activities rose dramatically in Bangladesh from 1999 to
2005. That started through bomb attacks on Udichi meeting, and subsequent
bomb attacks on RamnaBotomul, cinema hall in Mymenshing, grenade attack
in Sylhet, grenade attacks on 21st August, 2004 on the honorable prime
minister once she was an opposition leader. Finally attack on Gulshan and
SholakiaEidJamat.However, there was a lean period and once again it is on the
rise since February 2013. Only from February 2013- June 11, 2016, over 50
terror attacks took place and killed more than 50 people.
Table-1: Major Islamist Militant Attacks and Persons Killed (2013-2016)
Number of People
Year
Number of Incident
Killed
2013
7
5
2015
26
30
2016
14 (June 11)
19
Total
47
54
Source: Journal for Deradicalization, Summer 2016, No.7
Automatically, the question comes, why this rise, why in Bangladesh, who all
are these people, what is their objectives, how do they function etc?
More than 3400 Bangladeshi17 at their young age joined mujhadeens, to fight
against Soviet aggression in Afghanistan in the 1980s naming “Jihad against
the kufrs”. The mujahadeens once back from Afghanistan spread all along
and had no employment on return except serving in madrassas and looking
17 Hossain, M Shakhawat, Brigadier General, ndc, psc (retd), ‘Geo-strategic Environment of Bangladesh and its
Impact on National Security’ at National Defence College (Armed Forces War Course) on March 11, 2008,
Dhaka.
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for similar opportunities. Seemingly a jihadi victor against a non-Muslim
aggressor in Afghanistan, they became ideologically strong enough to dream
for a country on a puritanical Islamic style. 18They propagate to establish “law
of Allah” that is the Shariah Law’ means ‘Khilaphat’ and Jihad is the way to
bring back and establish Khilaphat.
These ideologies, which are centered on creating an Islamic State in Bangladesh
through violent Jihad, are not indigenous and have been imported due to
the spill-over effect of the Afghan-Soviet War as well as globalization, rapid
development in mass communication and information technology.19
The moral justification and levers of power for this new phenomenon,
however, were for the most part not embedded in political terms, but based
on Islamic religious sources of authority and religious principles. Thus the
use of religious scriptures as tools came in being and violence added to it by
capitalizing the misinterpretation.
Very selectively, the Holy Qur’an is taken as guidance for the jihadists’ to suit their
particular strategic and political agenda and to strengthen the accompanying
narrative set forth by the proponents of militant Islamists. Numerous verses
and sections of the Holy Qur’an that call for peaceful coexistence and mutual
respect, are ignored and excluded from their onesided narrative. This is typical
of the tailored, politically motivated foundation, upon which much of the
militant jihadist discourse rests. This is simply misinterpretation of religious
scriptures. An example of such misinterpretation is described below. The
perpetrators use a part of the verse not the full as highlighted in the verse
below:
“Al-Baqarah, 02:190, 190; Fight in the cause of Allah those who fight you, but
do not transgress limits; for Allah loves not transgressors”.
Out of many causes of radicalization in Bangladesh, misinterpretation of
religious scripture takes a high percentage primarily because of the ignorance.
The following graph shows the percentage of such scope:
18 Ibid.
19 Bangladesh Enterprise Institute (BEI) 2013, The State of Terrorism in Bangladesh 2011-2012, Dhaka, p 28.
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Figure-1: What are the causes of radicalization in Bangladesh (%)
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Source: Bangladesh Enterprise Institute, September-2014
As per professor Haroon Ullah, a scholar in school of foreign service,
Georgetown University the most valid cause of religious extremism is the
poverty and ignorance. As per his research both this class is susceptible to easy
manipulation. Clever people play on their prejudices and superstitions. Once
the terrorist group grasp them, indoctrination gets easy. But he also worked
to identify the reason for indoctrination of educated and affluent youth.
Youth from affluent family who are well fed and well-read have fallen prey
to these groups primarily because a separate tool being used. The wrong in
thesociety(corruption, chaos, irregularities, non Muslim way of life etc.) are used
as a tooland a desire for meaning, for order, for change are used in conjunction
with the misinterpreted scripture to indoctrinate the young educated minds.
In this regard the comments of Dr Mekhela Sarker, Psychiatrist, National
Institute of Mental Health (NIMH), Dhaka sounds more logical to me, she says
“ Fulfillment of some psychological needs, which is met with a response of
proper propaganda, presentation, and group psychology” is one of the cause
while the other one “Understand the young mind (Adolescence), internal urge
to glorify their lives by doing something great for community, country, people”
Youth gets attracted to the extremism in response to their perceived injustice.
Their dearth of knowledge, lack of maturity failed them to challenge the ideas.
These whimsical youth get easily trapped by the external appeal of the call and
unable to see the harsh darkness in its core.
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These recent militant attacks indicate the need for effective preventive
approaches. Otherwise, the rise of Islamist radicalization and violent extremism
can pose a serious threat to the political stability, security, and development of
Bangladesh. However, the role played by the government, society and media
particularly the international community for their unconditional support in the
hour of grief which helped us to continue with our economic progress and
overcome the situation.

Counter Terrorism: Bangladesh Perspective
Terrorism is too complex to be defined as simply a problem for Bangladesh or
that of any one country alone. Terrorism is the world’s problem today. Terrorists
today have become more global because of freedom of movement, free flow
of information, money, and communications. Therefore, Countering terrorism
will certainly require the global cooperation. However, the commitment of
Bangladesh in countering terrorism in recent years has been recognized both
at home and abroad. Ladies and Gentleman, my presentation will basically
focus on the efforts of Bangladesh in preventing and countering terrorism.

Legislation and Law Enforcement
The government has taken a policy of ‘Zero Tolerance’ against terrorism and
committed to do everything needed to fight the problems.HonourablePrime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has said.“Bangladesh will do everything necessary
to fight the twin demons [terrorism and militancy]. We have adopted a zero
tolerance policy in this regard,”20
After assuming the responsibility in 2009, the current government under the
leadership of Honourable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina placed highest priority
to the task of combating terrorism. In 2009, Bangladesh enacted for the first time,
specific legislation designed to combat terrorism, the ‘Anti-Terrorism Act – 2009’.
At the same time a 17 member “National committee on Militancy Resistance and
Prevention’ was formed headed by the minister of Home affairs and comprising
of representation from relevant ministries and security agencies. By the same
20 Dhaka Tribune, 23 June 2016 retrieved from http://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2016/jun/23/pmzero-tolerance-militancy-terrorism[Accessed 02 December 2016]
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token, the government also formed an 8 member “National Committee for
intelligence Coordination” with none other than the HonourablePrime Minister
as the Chairperson, to coordinate between law enforcement and intelligence
services as regards to terrorism and violent extremism21.
Since 2009, the government has banned five homegrown extremist outfits
and all groups designated as terrorists by UN Security Council. In 2010,
the government formulated a strong anti-terrorism education policy, which
highlights the need for reforming the Madrassa curriculum. The government
also introduced anti extremism chapters in academic textbooks. In 2011, the
government has formulated a ‘National Counter Terrorism Strategy’. The
‘Anti-Terrorism Act – 2009’ was amended twiceto bring the anti-terrorism
legislation in line with the United Nations action plan on counter terrorism
strategy and other resolutions. The ‘Money Laundering Prevention Act
2012’ and ‘Mutual Legal assistance Act 2012’ was also enacted to counter
terrorism in Bangladesh. In July 2013 Bangladesh secured membership of
‘Egmont Group’ a global body of 131 member nations to combat money
laundering, financing of terrorism and other financial crimes. In February
2014, owing to Bangladesh’s successful reforms to anti-money laundering
and anti-terrorist financing measures, the ‘Financial Action Task Force’ (an
inter-state organization comprising 34 developed countries and two regional
organizations) removed Bangladesh’s name from their ‘Grey List’22.
After the terrorist attack at GulshanHoley Artisan Bakery the government
has demonstrated its ‘Zero Tolerance’ policy by conducting immediate special
operations to knock down the terrorists. The ‘Operation Thunderbolt’ (01
July 2016 at Holy artisan Bakery), ‘Operation Strom 26’ (26 July 2016 at a
terrorist hideout at Kalaynpur) and ‘Operation Hit strong 27’ (27 August 2016
at a terrorist hideoutin Narayangonj) left 17 terrorists killed including the
mastermind of the Gulshan attack Tamim Chowdhury and 5 armed terrorists.
Since 01 July 2016 existing preventive and counter measures have been scaled
up and strengthened including:
21 ‘Bangladesh Countering terrorism and Preventing violent Extremism’ published by Center for Researchand
Information, September 2016, retrieved from http://cri.org.bd/publication/UNGA%20Publication%20
2016%20_Terrorism.pdf [Accessed: 02 December 2016]
22 Ibid
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a.

Tightening bail condition for those alleged to have committed terrorist acts.

b.

Increased monitoring of educational institutions to prevent radicalization.

c.

Monitoring of religious speeches by Imams.

d.

Encouraging anti-terrorism sermons to be delivered in mosques on
Fridays23.

Social Measures Against Terrorism
Countering terrorism is a very complex issue. Considering the changing nature
and dimension of terrorism, counterterrorism experts and policymakers
increasingly recognize that traditional security measures, such as legislation and
law enforcement interventions, are not sufficient to respond to these threats.
Examining the Global Counter Terrorism Strategy adopted by UN General
Assembly in 2006, we may identify 4 pillars for our effort against terrorism, as
shown in Figure 2:
Figure 2: Pillars of Campaign against Terrorism24
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The first and the fourth pillars places primary emphasize on efforts to
development of conducive conditions and good governance, not on security
measures.Therefore, beside the legal and institutional arrangements, the
government has also integrated the educational institution, civil society,
cultural organizations, NGOs and media in strengthening the campaign against
terrorism. The recently adopted social measures include:
23 loc.cit
24 David; Millar, Alistair; Gerber-Stellingwerf, Linda; and Lopez, George A. (2012) “Friend, Not Foe: The Role of
Civil Society in Preventing Violent Extremism,” Notre Dame Journal of International & Comparative Law: Vol.
2: Iss. 2, Article 3. Available at: http://scholarship.law.nd.edu/ndjicl/vol2/iss2/3
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a.

Since 15 July, 2016, Imams of mosques across the country have been
delivering “Khutba” (sermon) before and after Friday prayers highlighting
the directives of the Holy Quran and Hadith against militancy and
terrorism.

b.

Local level committees formed with people’s participation to prevent
terrorism and violent extremism.

c.

Integrating civil society, NGOs and media in strengthening the campaign
against terrorism.

d.

Working with Imams and religious scholars to build public awareness
against terrorism25.

The civil society play an indispensable role in creating conducive conditions,
advancement of human rights, rule of law and political process. “They have
important roles to play in activism, education, research, oversight, and even as
potential assistance and service providers. They can also play a critical role in
ensuring that counterterrorism measures respect human rights and the rule of
law, and help generate awareness of a range of other Strategy-related issues.”26
Beside the civil society the influence of religious clerics should be utilized
to its fullest capacity for preventing youths to be misguided specially in the
name of religion. Therefore, the arrangement of guiding topics in Khutba of
Jummaprayers and statement against terrorism in khutba has to be continued.
Besides, Mosque may be made a place of social education. Various educational
programmeunder supervision of Islamic Foundation may be incorporated
where Islam’s eternal message of peace and social harmony to be promoted.In
addition to typical protest limited to statement of condemnation, the religious
clerics should also engage themselves in other form of protest, such as
procession, rally and organize meeting, social gathering etc against terrorism.

25 Loc.cit
26 Eric Rosand, Alistair Millar, and Jason IpeCenter (September 2008), Civil Society and the UN Global CounterTerrorism Strategy: Opportunities and Challenges, Global Counterterrorism Cooperation. http://www.
globalcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/civil_society.pdf, accessed on 01 December, 2016
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International and RegionalCooperation
Recognizing the importance of global and regional cooperation in countering
terrorism, Bangladesh is effectively participating in different regional and
global initiatives. The major cooperation initiatives includes:
a.

Bangladesh is actively bringing its counterterrorism efforts in line with the
UN global Counterterrorism Strategy.

b.

Bangladesh is party to various counter-terrorism protocols under SAARC.

c.

Bangladesh-India extradition treaty for disrupting regional connection
and networks among terrorist outfit in south Asia (signed on 28 Jan 2013).

d.

Bangladesh – USA agreement on enhancing counterterrorism cooperation
which includes capacity building, information sharing and ensuring
increased exchanges between law enforcement agencies (signed on 22 Oct
2013)27.

Bangladesh is developing rapidly despite many challenges. We have the
experience of surviving extreme crisis. We earned our independence with
the sacrifice of millions. When every citizen of the country stand united
Bangladesh can face extreme challenges. The Holey Artisan incident actually
stunt the whole nation. But, we are hopeful that the resilient people of
Bangladesh will not tolerate such radical imported ideas and stand together to
combat terrorism at all cost.

Terrorism: Bangladesh Perspective
Way Forward
Ladies and Gentlemen, as you heard, terrorism can not not be linked with
or stigmatized to any religion, civilization, nationality or ethnicity.Bangladesh
is relatively successful in countering terrorism than many other nations. The
world has congratulated Bangladesh for countering incipient terror threats.
Bangladesh is a secular nation with a rich culture of fine arts, literature and
music. Very few countries are there in the world with such advantages. Though
27 Ibid
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Bangladesh has been experiencing sporadic incidents of home grownterror
attacks but good part is that, we are aware of it. Our zero tolerance in this
regard subdued flourishing the terror groups nor allowed those groups to
establish links with global terrorist networks.
But to eradicate the terrorism, what should be our strategy? Bangladesh is
fronting terrorist threats mostly from home grown extremist groups. They are
far deficient than the organisationally, financially and ideologically formidable
terrorist groups like Al-Qaedaor the Islamic State(Major General A K M
Abdur Rahman, ndc, psc, Director General, BIISS; Proceedings, Countering
Terrorism Challenges in South Asia on 03 November 2015, Organised by
BIISS). Terrorism mostly emanate from a core belief which we generally
term as ‘ideology’ (Austin Wright, ‘Terrorism, Ideology and Target Selection’,
Department of Politics, Princeton University, USA). We all understand that
an ideology can barely be taken only on gun point. So, in devising a strategy
to eradicate terrorism, we must adopt a holistic approach involving all
thenational stakeholders. In fighting terrorism, our strategy should encompass
all the components of fighting power namely, conceptual, physical and moral
component.
Present leadership has a resolute stance on terrorism which can be our centre
of gravity in formulating a strategy. Over the past several years, Bangladesh has
undertaken a series of legal, regulatory and policy steps to combatterrorism
including its financing. The Anti-Terrorism Act 2009, provides the legal
foundation for comprehensive counter-terrorism measures. It provides the
legal basis for prosecuting terrorists and banning organisations operating in
Bangladesh. The Ant-Terrorism Rules 2013 specifies the responsibility of the
respective agencies.It is further complemented by the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act 2012 and Mutual Legal Assistance Act 2012 which includes,
among others, terrorism and terrorist financing. Financial conduit is a great
enabler of terrorism. Advent of digital currencies like ‘Bitcoin’ for Cyberfinancing provides ‘cover’ to move money around without triggering the
usual alarm(ShafqatMunir, Threat of Cyber-radicalization: Understanding the
Challenges and way forward, Senior Research Fellow, Bangladesh Institute of
Peace and Security Studies). This could facilitate bad actors and we need to
address such issues. In an ever growing data traffic and voice communication
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in Bangladesh, access to such data by intelligence and security agencies might
be necessary. Effective implementation of Information and communication
Technology Act 2006 and Digital Security Act 2016 would neutralize/ minimise
terrorism to flourish. Responsible agencies have started consulting with the
public and relevant interested parties on a number of issues relating to counter
terrorism.The discourse suggested necessity of having policies for counterradicalization and deradicalization.Thereare significant steps in the right
direction but further legislation may be necessary to address the capability gaps
that we still face.Thus, a comprehensive ‘National Counter Terrorism Strategy’
may usher our way to a better platform.
Bangladesh by now has successfully adopted the necessary legal framework
and established the institutional set up of law enforcement. Now the focus
may be on appropriate manpower, equipment, training and other capacity
development issues.Preference to science and technology in countering the
threat from technically aware terrorists may need special attention. As internetbased communications become increasingly widespread, internet and social
media are used more often than not as the vessels of intra communication
between terrorists.Effective monitoring as stated in ICT Act 2006 and proposed
Digital Security Act 2016 would further reduce terrorist venture without
suppressing the internet accessibility.Cooperation in terms of intelligence
sharing and exchange of best practices will contribute immensely in effectively
countering terrorism in Bangladesh. Another important facilitator of terrorism
is the leadership which can expedite terrorism (Lieutenant General Syed Ata
Hasnain, PVSM, UYSM, AVSM, SM, VSM (Retd), Indian Army. BIISS held
a lecture session entitled ‘Counter Terrorism Challenges in South Asia’ on
03 November 2015 at the BIISS auditorium). The law enforcers were quite
successful in grabbing few of the terrorist mastermindsof Bangladesh. Similar
efforts must be on for the days to come. The mainstay of the law enforcers
should be to stop terrorist attacks in Bangladesh. This means detecting and
investigating threats at the earliest and disrupting terrorist activity before
it can endanger the people.Bangladesh has to make sure that the security
agencies have the powers they need to protect the public, but at the same time
preserves the fundamental values that terrorists seek to undermine (Special
Lecture by Honourable State Minister Shahriar Alam at the Counter Terrorism
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Conference 2016 on 3 February 2016 at Jaipur, Rajasthan, India; Conference
Theme: Tackling Global Terror Outfits: Regional and International Response
to Global Terror). Bangladesh must have an emergency preparedness that
concentrates on managing consequences of terrorism.Steps ought to be taken
to standardise the modus operandi so that all the related agencies have the
ability to work together effectively at the scene of a major incident. All agencies
should have a detailed understanding of each other’s’ roles and responsibilities.
They should be able to make rapid decisions supported by a joint assessment
of risk.
It is alarming to note that our young generation has become the first line of
target by the terrorists with a variety of methods. Youth, being highly techsavvy and easy to influence, are the most noteworthy target group for cyberradicalization(ShafqatMunir, Threat of Cyber-radicalization: Understanding
the Challenges and way forward, Senior Research Fellow, Bangladesh Institute
of Peace and Security Studies).Therefore, initiation of effective awareness
programs with anappropriate education of youths are on the cards. People
who suffer from some forms of discernmentare anotherweighty target
audience(Mr. Farooq Sobhan, ‘Non Traditional Security Threats to Bangladesh’,
President, Bangladesh Enterprise Institute,). As such, observance of basic rights
should be stressed upon. A further emphasis should beon the employment
and economic opportunities of shelved people. Bangladesh enjoys a great deal
of freedom to expression and in resonance to that, suitable space should be
provided to the people with different ideologies to share their opinions(Mizanur
Rahman, Journalist and Columnist, The Daily ProthomAlo, in a response to
this seminar).The terrorists are often relating religion with terrorism, adding
perceived religious purpose for legitimacy.Motivation from society and family
may prevent them from being drawn into terrorism. People who are already
radicalized must be given appropriate advice and support. Community based
campaigns and activity can effectively rebut terrorist propaganda and offer
alternative views to our most vulnerable target audiences - in this context
Bangladesh can work with a range of civil society organisations (Taj Hashmi,
Professor of Security Studies at Austin Peay State University, in a response to
this seminar).The engagement of clerics andreligious scholars to de-motivate
the terrorist sympathizers can be a great tool in fighting terrorism (Dr. Ali Riaz,
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Professor and Department Chair, Department of Politics and Government,
Illinois State University, USA, in a response to this seminar). Efforts may be
taken to make documentaries, short-films, dramas and advertisements against
militancy and putting those on the media to build awareness against radical
ideas.
In recent years, Bangladesh’s pledge to combating terrorism has received
shining appraisal at both home and abroad. At times the country faced antistate commotions by falling into prey of terrorist attacks. However, Bangladesh
resolutely confronted all those challenges. As a result, Bangladesh managed to
unite the people against the vicious incidents, overcome violence and restore
law and order to uphold democracy. The present position of Bangladesh on
terrorism is clear-cut and categorical. Bangladesh condemns terrorism in all
its forms and manifestations with a “zero tolerance” policy against it. (Sheikh
Hasina, Honourable Prime Minister, Peoples’ Republic of Bangladesh).
Bangladeshi culture is imbued with ethnic and religious tolerance which will
pave the way in combating terrorism. Bangladesh now has a strong legalinstitutional regime to counter root causes of terrorism. Let us conclude here
today with renewed resolve to unite against terrorism and save innocent lives
and succeeding generations from the scourge of this despicable act of malice
in all its forms and manifestations.
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Session-2
Keynote Speech-1:
Counter Terrorism:
Bangladesh Perspective
Brigadier General Mohammad
Tawhid-Ul-Islam, psc
Director, CTIB, DGFI

Genesis of Terrorism in Bangladesh
Bangladesh is a peace loving country. It’s truly a secular country by our believe
and faith. However, majority of our population are Muslims. We got Islam
through Sufism but not Salafism. There is no good reason for the growth of
terrorism in Bangladesh. However, unfortunately, terrorism was exported to
Bangladesh by Afghan returnees in late 1980’s. We had few madrasa student,
those joined Afghan war as foreign fighter. Once they returned, they came back
with training, motivation, connection, source of fund and war experience. They
wanted to establish Shariah Law in Bangladesh. Therefore, with the influence
of HujiP which was created in 1985, the first terrorist outfit was Harkat-ulJihad-al Islami (HuJI-B) surfaced in 1992. And we experienced the “1st Wave of
Terrorism” between 2000-2006. During that period they primarily targeted our
culture, history and tradition of true Bengalis.

Significant Terrorist Incidents are:

38

a.

14 April, 2001-Bomb blast at Ramna Botomul, Dhaka during celebration
of Bengali New Year. 10 People were killed and 50 injured.

b.

21 August, 2004-A series of grenade attack on present Hon’ble PM (the
then opposition leader) at a party rally in Dhaka. 23 people were killed and
200 injured.

c.

08 December, 2005 - Suicidal bomb attack took place in Netrokona where
06 people were killed and 46 injured.

d.

17 August, 2005-Crude bomb blasts in many places simultaneously. 02
people were killed and 45 injured. It was basically a showdown by Jamatul
Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB) to give a message to the government
that they had enough presence in the country and tried to manifest their
capability.

Because of the “Zero Tolerance Policy” of the government, we could arrest
the situation and no terrorist incident took place between 2007-2014. However,
the situation got totally different since two foreigner killing on 28 September
and 03 October in 2015.

An Insight to the Present Situation from a Counter
Terrorism Professional’s Perspective
Influence of Internet Social Media Propagation
After the emergence of ISIL/ISIS/IS in 2014, the most triggering factor for
the expansion of global Islamic Terrorism is ‘strong Internet Social Media
Propagation and Interaction’ and sharing of so-called jihadi literatures. Those
are nothing but deliberate misinterpretation of Quran and Sunnah.
These propagations could effectively motivate youths and draw foreign fighters
to conflict zones. The age group is between 15-35 years. This propagation and
recruitment process couldn’t encourage much from our part of the world.
However, roughly 20-30 Bangladeshi youths could manage to go to the conflict
zones as foreign fighters. 100-150 youths are in line to go to Syria/conflict
zones and to start the process many of them individually gave the so-called
allegiance to IS from Bangladesh.
Anticipating the probability of IS recruitment from Bangladesh as foreign
fighter, apart from monitoring the home grown terrorist outfits, we brought
vulnerable youths subject to radicalization in our surveillance. At one point,
we identified ‘a radical network of youths’, primarily they know each other
through schooling and social interaction. Subsequently, we found them
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connected to some of the Bangladeshi diaspora and casual communication
between Bangladeshis in Syria and Bangladeshis in Bangladesh.
From that radical youths link, suddenly from December 2015-January 2016, we
identified a group of missing youths, those were partly in our surveillance as
well. And from the social media monitoring, it revealed that they are thinking
to do something in Bangladesh than that of going to Syria or Iraq. Here to
mention, lately some were interested to fly to Libya as well.

Activities of Home Grown Terrorist Outfits
On the other hand, it was observed that activists of JMB started rearranging
their ideology in light with IS. There are deliberate networking efforts to regroup
and reorganize the old home grown terrorist activists and forming ‘new cells’ to
take on small group killing missions and we see their actions with the philosophy
of so called “Global Jihadists”. Somehow this homegrown terrorist outfit, i.e.,
JMB got linked to ‘radical youths’ as I said before, and they are trying to have
global branding of Jihadism in Bangladesh linking up vibrant activists of JMB
and other terrorist outfits on the same platform.
As a result, they are trying to reach Syria based Bangladeshis for ideas and by
now could establish a link with ‘IS Media’ for propagation and sharing their
success stories for publishing. IS took this opportunity to add them as Khilafah’s
Soldiers in Bengal to expand their area of influence for recruitment.
Jihadi propaganda in Bangla getting more intense and drawing attention of soft
hearted youths. Few Bangladeshi youths/Bangladeshi origin foreign nationals
being inside and outside of Bangladesh are working and sending texts for post/
uploading.
Terrorists are using social media (Facebook, Twitter, Blogs etc) to a great extent
for propagation, communication and recruitment. They are communicating
through Viber, WhatsApp, Wickr, Red Phone, Telegram, Threema, Sure spot,
Chat secure, protected text etc. Outfits are also using proxy server through
VPN/TOR browser to hide their location.
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Whatever I said so far is the well discussed visible window of IS influence
‘Coin’ on Bangladeshi homegrown terrorist and radical youths. The other side
of the coin is the old influence in new phenomenon, which is more focused,
i.e., It’s not AQ, it’s AQIS now through the declaration by Ayman Al Zawahiri
on 03 Sep 2014. Therefore, few HujiB and faction of JMB activist are working
for creating AQIS cell in Bangladesh.
Likely Motive of Recent Terrorist Attacks/Incidents :
a.

Undermine Bangladesh government to the international community.

b.

Slowdown the trial of “War crime Tribunal”.

c.

Disturb the communal harmony in the country.

d.

Slow down the development of the country.

Present Capability of Home Grown Terrorist :
a.

Suicidal attack.

b.

Small scale shooting attack.

c.

Combination of shooting and IED attack at small scale.

Targets of 2nd Wave of Terrorism : Atheist, Blasphemers, Writers and
foreigners. Likely future Targets :
a.

Progressive Politicians.

b.

Infrastructure (Especially Air Port/ Sea Ports/ Ongoing Development
Projects administrative areas).

c.

Education Institutes.

d.

LEA personals.

Brief Assessment (Present Situation)
1st July Terrorist attack was really unfortunate for Bangladesh, our deep
condolences to the families of all those 17 foreigners and 5 Bangladeshi
nationals including two security forces. However, that incident opened the eyes
of our society, after seeing three out of five faces of perpetrators, either they
were friends of their son or daughter or they were their relatives. Then the
realization came in, that surely something is going wrong out of their sight.
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They came forward and helping the LEAs to figure out any suspects. Truly, we
finally landed up in a whole of societal approach to eliminate these detailed
so-called jihadist from our land.
On the other hand, the cell that was operating, thinking that after having series
of targeted killing, now they are ready to switch over to a big target. They
did it, but got totally exposed. As a result almost 70% of them are either
apprehended or got killed in action. However, our LEAs or the Intel are not
complacent with this. They‘ll continue their vigilance.

Present Terrorist Capability
Terrorist Capability is in significant. They have primitive kind of weapon, like
.22 AK rifle which needs four to five rounds of bullets to kill one person
or TT Pistol those are available in crime circle or machetes. The IED they
used, they could only kill themselves as suicidal attackers. But the concern is :
Their indoctrination in so-called Jihadism. They are self-radicalized or group
radicalized youths through their peers. They don’t need sophisticated weapon
and quality IEDs, ‘desire’ is all about… they want to have shortcut to heaven.
We have to get them back to normal life.

Factors contradictory to Foreign Links
What doesn’t match?
These are as follows :

42

a.

Geographic location of Bangladesh. Success stories in Bangladesh,
contributes nothing to the expansion of IS.

b.

Those are fighting in IS, has hardly any knowledge on Bangladeshi Muslims.
So what is going to attract them to shed resources for Bangladesh.

c.

Baseline is not same, we got Islam through Sufism and they are mostly
Salafist. Here there is no difference between Shias and Sunni.

d.

Difficult to convince someone for suicidal attack. We don’t see legitimacy
in it – we are Bengalies and the religion is Islam.

e.

Wilyat (declaration of IS Province) in Bangladesh – Not possible.

Contributing Factors for Foreign Linkages
What matches?
These are as follows :
a.

IS Propaganda Strategy :
(1) Communication policy which is a pillar of its expansion strategy.
(2) Sophisticated communication structure, flooded the jihadisphere with
all sorts of documents in a wide range of languages including Bangla –
filling the ‘Ideological vacuum’ of our youths with full of misinterpretations
of Quran and Sunnah.

b.

3rd Largest Muslim Country in the world.

c.

May try to draw, showing the suffering of Rohinga Muslims in near
vicinity.

d.

Jummu-Kashmir Issue- WHICH OTHERWISE we see more of a
bilateral issue than that of a religious issue.

e.

Influence of HT/AH.

Ways Forward
a.

Real-time Intel sharing between Intel to Intel.

b.

To have effective communication and cooperation, needs to understand
the dynamics of varied countries. Approach to unfold in different tiers :
(1) Politicians to Politicians
(2) Professionals to Professionals
(3) Academia to Academia
(4) People to people

c.

While So Called Jihadist using ‘Islam’/Religion as the platform, we may
take ‘Civilization’ and its purity as the ‘coin’ to eliminate them.

d.

Apart from counter narrative, alternative narratives may play a more
powerful role in our society where we can take full benefit from our strong
history of Bangals, our culture, literature and Music.
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e.

Global/Regional initiative for a common platform for ‘Cyber Space
Management’ to counter terrorism.

f.

CT cycle needs to be completed to have effective CT :
(1) People’s Perception Management Campaign.
(2) Effective Intel and LEAs.
(3) Effective Judiciary.

g.

Comprehensive CVE/PVE programmes including prison deradicalization
initiatives.

Conclusion
In Bangladesh although the majority of its population are Muslim, yet the
importance of Bangla culture is no less important than that of religion to the
Bengalis. Our daily life is largely controlled by the various customs and rituals
which have emerged from age old Bengali culture. Our society encourages
everyone to practice their religion with complete freedom, besides allowing
them to follow the Bangladeshi culture and tradition. Bangladeshi culture by
default urges people to be united on the basis of friendship, soberness, peace,
harmony, mutual respect and cooperation. These attributes greatly prevents
the incubation of terrorism in the society.
Bangladesh Government has adopted ‘Zero tolerance’ policy to uproot
terrorism from Bangladesh. On 27 Sep 2014 our Hon’ble Prime Minister has
said in the United Nations General Assembly “We categorically reject claims
of those who cloak themselves in the rhetoric of Islam, or any other faith to
justify violence. Nation-wise, we have taken stern measures against militant
groups and their patrons. [We are] Firmly opposed to violence and terrorism…”
She also said “Bangladesh will not allow use of an inch of its territory by any
terrorist organization. Bangladesh has adopted the “Zero Tolerance” policy
towards terrorism and extremism”.
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The most important factor that has led Bangladesh to this milestone
achievement is the timely identification of the root causes of extremism and
terrorism in the country. Accordingly, we have formulated a comprehensive
strategy to fight against terrorism with special emphasis on the prevention of
radical ideologies. The Bangladesh strategy of countering extremism through
community engagement has already proved to be highly effective. However,
its not yet the time to be complaisant about it and we feel, there is still a long
way to go. We hope to continue our effort against extremism and terrorism
not only in Bangladesh but also outside the border of our country and thus
contribute to make a safer world.
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Session-2
Keynote Speech - 2
Terrorist Militancy in
Bangladesh and Law
Enforcement Response
Mr. Benazir Ahmed, BPM (BAR),
DG, RAB Forces

Introduction
If we talk about terrorism in Bangladesh, two names come in our mindCharu Majumder and Kanu Sanyal. They started the Noxal movement in
India. Movement started in the other side of the boundary, but spilled over
into Bangladesh. This was the beginning of terrorist activities. This was the
1st generation of terrorist activities in Bangladesh. During British time, the
activities which were for independent movement, we may not consider it as
terrorist activity.

Genesis of Terrorist Activities in Bangladesh
We may categorize the terrorist activities in Bangladesh in 4 time frames:
a.
b.
c.
d.

1st Generation.
2nd Generation.
3rd Generation.
4th Generation.

Before independence.
In the 80s.
In the 90s.
Now.

1st Generation Terrorist Activities
During Pakistan period, we observed Nachol Movement in the other side of
border. Shiraj Shikder started leftist movement in the name of Sarbahara Party,
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infused with Marxist-Leninist ideology. With the departure of Siraj Sikder, the
leftist movement was eliminated. Their ideology was to enforce communism
in Bangladesh. How did they want to do that? They wanted to do it by looting
police stations, killing political figures etc to enforce communism. At the end,
nothing happened. Terrorists were eliminated. With the departure of Shiraj
Shikder, everything was calmed.

2nd Generation Terrorist Activities
The 2nd Generation terrorist movement was the result of Afgan war. Fighters
those who fought against Russia along side Taliban, returned to Bangladesh
after the war and formed Harkat-Ul-Jihad Bangladesh (HUJI B) and tried to
implement Talibani ideologies in Bangladesh. HUJI B launched number of
operations. Now, most of the terrorists and leaders of HUJI B are apprehended
and awaiting prosecution. This group conducted number of attacks including
one on the Hon’ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh, when she was the leader
of opposition. They also conducted bomb attack at Ramna Botomul, which is
a international heritage site. The law enforcing agencies were very active and
could successful curve the terrorist activities by apprehending almost all major
leaders and terrorists. The terrorist situation was calmed for a period. Then
came the 3rd generation terrorism.

3rd Generation Terrorist Activities
The 3rd Generation terrorism started in 1998, with the formation of Jamatul-Mujaheedin Bangladesh (JMB) by Shaikh Abdur Rahman, a graduate of
Madina University and Dr. Asadullah Galib. They started from Northern
part of the country. Even the 4th Generation of terrorism started also from
northern part of the country. Recently, Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) started
a research program along with Dhaka University to find out, why every time
terrorism is being spread from northern part of the country. We are awaiting
for the outcome of the research.
They had a strong organizational structure. They had political support.
They had their operational wing named Jagroto Muslim Janata Bangladesh
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(JMJB) and Sidddiq ul Islam alias Bangla Vai was their commander. They
also conducted series of attacks throughout the country. They targeted local
Bangladeshi culture and different sects of Islam, specially religious leaders.
They launched synchronized bomb attack throughout the country. They also
conducted bomb attack on Mymensing Cinema Hall. RAB apprehended more
than 1100 JMB operatives. The leaders were hanged. RAB could successfully
neutralize the terrorist movement. After that we had a lull period.

4th Generation Terrorist Activities
Once JMB was neutralized, how can we have another terrorist attack. How
can we have 4th generation attack? From 2005 to 2016, 11 years elapsed. What
had we been doing? Due to the political situation in 2012, 2013 and 2015,
resources and energies of law enforcing agencies were diverted to stop the
street killing, a different type of terrorist activity. That was the time, when
there was a vacuum. They took the opportunity to reorganize them. Then
came the 4th generation terrorism, led by Ansarullah Bangla Team (ABT),
JMB, Sarwar-Tamim Group, the main stream of JMB and HUJI B. HUJI B
was in the reorganizing phase. ABT announced their arrival in 2013, by killing
of blogger Rajib. The killers were apprehend. The case was charge sheeted.
As the terrorists work in a cut-out method. So it was difficult to identify, who
all were at the back. But we could sense, something was wrong. At that time
we saw a series of bloggers killing. During that time a number of bloggers
started writing in the name progressive thinking, but most of them, wrote
attacking Islam and the Prophet. The bloggers used to write nasty things about
Islam, the Prophet and the Holy Quran. When asked that why have they killed
bloggers, they replied that it was their holy responsibility to kill someone who
defame the religion and the Prophet. The case was closed. But we could sense,
something going on behind the screen. There were series of blogger killings by
ABT. And, with that JMB (Sarwar-Tamim Group) came into the seen.
The old JMB, which once led by Shayakh Abdur Rahman and Bangla Vai,
selected Moulana Saidur Rahman as their Amir, after hanging of the formers.
When Moulana Saidur Rahman was arrested and sent to jail in 2010, the JMB
was in leadership crisis. There were two groups and had difference in opinion.
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They thought that there should be new Amir of JMB. But Moulana Saidur
Rahman did not agree from the jail. Moulana Saidur Rahman, Salahuddin
and Sohel Mahfuz remained in old stream of JMB. And, Sarwar alias Manik
alias Abdur Rahman alias Ibrahim Awal Hanif formed the new JMB with five
Sura members. Tamim was a Canadian citizen, who was born and educated
in Canada in Calgary, and a member of Calgary cluster of terrorists group
in Canada. He came to Bangladesh unknowingly in 2013. After 8/9 months
of his arrival, we were alerted by different intelligence agencies about his
arrival. If we would have been alerted before his arrival or immediately after
his arrival, things could have been different. We came to know that he was
travelling to Middle East countries. He was once deported from France (Paris)
to Canada. This deportee was travelling to Bangladesh. But nobody informed
us or stopped him in Canadian airport. Nor informed us that he was travelling
to Bangladesh. We just came to know about 8/9 months after his arrival.
Tamim contacted Sarwar and formed another terrorist group, named Junuth
at Towhid. On 26 Apr 2016, JMB (Sarwar Group) and Junuth at Towhid sat
together and signed an agreement and formed Dawrat-ul-Islam, and that
is the beginning of this group. Jashim Uddin Rahmani, the Guru of ABT
and Sarwar-Tamim were responsible for attack at Sholakia and Holy Artisan
hotel. ABT targeted bloggers and some sects of Islam who run Dargah and
Khankas. When Dawrat-ul-Islam was formed, they followed the same policy
and targeted bloggers, some sects of Islam and foreigners. Their biggest show
was Holy Artisan operation and attack at Sholakia.
After these incidents, the action of the law enforcement agencies came in
a bigger way. So the old JMB also had to reorganize themselves. The JMB
launched another attack on a prison van at Mymensing and hijacked an arrested
Sura member. Now the old JMB activities are not that much prominent. We
have information that they are trying to reorganize themselves. We have strong
surveillance on them.

Counter Terrorism Platforms and Strategy
The counter terrorism platform has helped us to close the web of terrorists.
The counter terrorism platforms are:
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a. Platforms:
(1) National level: Intelligence and Law Enforcement Coordination
Mechanism.
(2) Operational and Tactical Level: Multi agency cooperation.
(3) Intelligence Arms: DGFI, SB, NSI, RAB
(4) Operational Arms: RAB, Police, CT, SWAT.

b. Strategy:
(1) Robust law enforcement.
(2) Get nations citizens on board.
(3) Counter narrative.
(4) De-radicalization process.

c. Operation Pattern:
(1) Under cover operation.
(2) Highly precision Intelligence led operations.
(3) Strong electronics surveillance and analytical support.
So for, 7 terrorists were killed including Amir of Sarwar-Tamim Group
(Abu Hanif). We arrested 5 persons and more than 100 persons are under
surveillance.

Harnessing Citizens’ Support
To harness citizens’ support, RAB introduced followings:
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a.

Introduction of mobile phone applications.

b.

Distribution of posters and leaflets throughout the country. Already
we have distributed thousands of posters and leaflets.

c.

Campaign against terrorism through media and community meetings.

Counter Narrative
RAB is in the process of preparing counter narrative. Shortly it will come out.
In Holy Quran, 104 verses talk about Jihad. Scholars say, it is time specific.
While Jihadists say, it is open ended. We have engaged a body of Islamic
scholars to analyze these verses. In a couple of weeks, the counter narrative
will be ready. We will circulate it through goggle, websites, YouTube, books
and distribute to schools-colleges and libraries.

De-radicalization Process
As part of de-radicalization process, we conducted segregation and counseling.
This is the first time, terrorists surrendering to law enforcing agencies, as a
result of de-radicalization effort. We also declared monetary reward. So far, 5
terrorists surrendered to RAB.

Future Challenges
After doing all these, we have to look for, who are the terrorists now. We have
to keep ourselves ready for following eventualities:
a.

Remnants of terrorists may reorganize.

b.

New groups may pop up.

c.

Terrorist foreign fighters are another worry.

d.

Utilization of social media and internet by terrorists.

e.

Propaganda platform by terrorists.

f.

Exchange of expertise and financial support through electronic
media.

g.

Use of latest technology by terrorists.

h.

Operation by small groups or even by a lone person.
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Session-2
Keynote Speech-3
Strategy for Combating
Terrorism in BangladeshRole of the Media
By Brigadier General Shahedul Anam
Khan, ndc, psc, (Retd)

Associate Editor, The Daily Star
(The essay appeared in, “Countering Terrorism in Bangladesh”, Editor, Farooq
Sobhan, pub UPL, Feb, 2008)
“Terrorists, governments, and the media see the function, roles and
responsibilities of the media when covering terrorist events from differing
and often competing perspectives. Such perspectives drive behavior during
terrorist incidents--often resulting in both tactical and strategic gains to the
terrorist operation and the overall terrorist cause. The challenge to both the
governmental and press communities is to understand the dynamics of terrorist
enterprise and to develop policy options designed to serve the interests of
government, the media, and the society.”1

Introduction
The quotation above amply summarises the topic of the paper. It highlights
the symbiosis of the three, the terrorists, the government, and the media, that
are interdependent, each in its unique way, either for terrorism to survive or for
the state and the media to see the end of the phenomenon. It, in a way points
towards the relationship between the media and the terrorists.

1

“Terrorism, The Media, And The Government: Perspectives, Trends, And Options For Policymakers” CRS
(Congressional Research Service) Issue Brief, Oct 22, 1997.
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While the main aim of the terrorists is to inculcate fear in the minds of the
public they use the media for maximising their impact. Therefore, there is the
constant need for the media to keep in mind that, “The spread of public terror,
fear and feelings of chaos depends largely on the images and messages being
carried by media reports about the terrorist acts and threats. The omnipresence
of the mass media at global level frequently exaggerates these effects out of
proportion.”2
The role of the media in combating terrorism is a corollary of the role that the state
and the civil society play in this regard. And therefore, while formulating a counter
terrorism strategy it is necessary to consider the phenomenon in a comprehensive
manner rather than focus only on religious militancy, as the concept paper has
suggested. It is true that we are currently faced with religious militancy that,
happily in Bangladesh, has not yet graduated to the stage where terrorism might be
employed as a strategy by the militants to achieve their political ends. Whether that
will change given the roots that the religious radicals have established should be a
matter for serious research.
Not surprisingly, it is religious militancy that has occupied our minds as a
consequence of 9/11. It is as if terrorism had never existed before then and as if
eradicating the perpetrators, or the philosophy allegedly motivating their actions,
will ensure its demise. And that is what begs the question. We should not overlook
the fact that terrorism had existed since men found it as a useful tool of coercion;
it has been perfected over ages, and the motivations have varied. History also bears
the fact that propaganda was a handy tool of the terrorist well before the advent
of the print and electronic media. For example, it was through the word of mouth
that the Assassins in the Middle Ages or the Russian and Balkan terrorists in the
19th century, used to sow fear in the minds of the target audience.3 Only that the
effects of the propaganda are more pervasive and longer lasting now.
It will be well to remember that other militant groups have employed terror
tactics, and they have been motivated by different political philosophies,
although the ultimate aim was the establishment of a form of government
of their own choice. We in Bangladesh have been exposed to both the types.
2
3
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Council of Europe Recommendation 1706, Media and Terrorism, (2005)
Ibid

We should focus on the entire gamut of terrorism also because our approach
in addressing militancy, which is fed by different motivations, would vary
in essence. Thus the roles of various agencies need to be played differently
in addressing the different circumstances in which these fester, survive
and operate. It would also be relevant to highlight the distinction between
radicalism, extremism and militancy, however fine that might be. While
radicalism or extreme views on certain matters do not necessarily make one a
militant, when that view is sought to be established through aggressive means
does one attain a militant character that eventually mutates to terrorism when
violence is resorted to as a tactical or strategic expedient to attain the political
end.
In this regard it is necessary also to avoid taking an over-simplistic view of
the issue by believing that the phenomenon can be eradicated completely,
particularly the type of terrorism that is compelled by religious thoughts, and
fall into the trap of oversimplifying the methods of addressing the issues.
Some scholars seem to think that such a position goes against the ‘grain of
history’. What we can do at the very best is to ‘manage it better.’ 4

Nature and Characteristics of Terrorism
At this point it may be relevant to dwell also on terrorism and its nature,
without going into the definition, something that the world is yet to agree on.
This is only to highlight the fact that although the instruments of coercion and
violence are no longer the exclusive preserve of the state, it is the state that
is often the perpetrator of terror through the employment of the instrument
of violence, where violence is used to deter violence. In this regard there are
similarities between terrorism of non-state actors and the state.5 And it is the
aspect of state terrorism that the media should not only be aware of but also
discourage by exposing its viscous and harmful aspects.
While dealing with the phenomenon of terrorism in Bangladesh we must draw
a line between societal violence and terrorism. Violence as a natural inclination
of human beings had existed in Bangladesh as in any other part of the world
4
5

Bajpayee, Kanti, “Roots of Terrorism,” Penguin Books, 2002, p113.
ibid, for a detail exposition on this aspect.
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for as long as homo sapiens have existed as a social being, and, unfortunately,
it predominates our social and political behaviour. Before Aug 21 2004, one
was personally inclined to think that terrorism in Bangladesh fitted the format
of the ‘crime’ model that Cunningham suggests in his article on the subject.6
The message of 21/8 and 17/8 is that we should brace ourselves for the worst,
because terrorism might be employed as a tool of political change.
While one cannot disagree with those who consider it a waste to occupy
ones time with the definitions of terrorism, of which, by one account, there
are more than a hundred, we would be well served in our effort to counter
terrorism if we could identify its characteristics if only to preclude it from all
other types of violence.
Terrorism has five distinguishing characteristics. It is premeditated and
designed to create a climate of extreme fear; it is directed at a wider target than
the immediate victims; it inherently involves attacks on random or symbolic
targets, including civilians; it is considered by the society in which it occurs as
‘extra-normal’, that is in the literal sense that it violates the norms regulating
disputes, protest and dissent; and it is used primarily, though not exclusively,
to influence the political behaviour of governments, communities or specific
social groups.7
And it is in their effort to publicise both their activity and their cause that the
terrorists fall back upon the media. And that is when the process of symbiosis
is initiated.
Therefore, before we determine what the media’s role might be and come up
with suggestions, it would be relevant to take a look at the symbiosis between
terrorism and the media, and what the role of our media has been so far in
combating terrorism.

The Symbiosis
Discussions on the role of the media in combating terrorism bring out
several essential inter-linkages on which the entire deliberation is based,
6
7
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Khan, S A, “State and The Limits of Counter Terrorism – The Experience of Bangladesh and India,” in Imtiaz
Ahmed (ed), Understanding Terrorism In South Asia: Beyond Statist Discourse, RCSS, Colombo, 2006.
Paul Wilkinson, ops cit

which some scholars prefer to characterise as the relationship between
the media and terrorism.8 The issue is generally conceptualised from three
different perspectives - that of the media, the terrorists, and the state or the
policymakers. The role of the media in countering terrorism is therefore seen
from a subjective view point determined entirely on how the state and the
terrorists want to see the media play its role.
We will dwell on this aspect in a bit more detail later but for the moment it
is enough to say that of the three elements it appears that terrorism and the
media are each feeding on the other in a way that it seems that the media is
actually sustaining terrorism.9
A greater part of the early 70s and the 80s in the West particularly in Western
Europe and Britain were occupied with the debate on the role of the media
and how that should be played given the widespread terrorist activates in that
part of the world. That was compelled primarily by the power of the media
that the terrorists came to learn to exploit very quickly, a power that for the
government turned out to be a double edged weapon; in a liberal democratic
society it could not be done away with yet its presence hampered to a great
degree the counter-terror activities of the government and the law enforcing
agencies. Those who had the opportunity to see live on TV the London Iranian
Embassy hostage crisis in 1980, as this author had, will have no problem in
comprehending the point.
Admittedly, for terrorists media has become an indispensable adjunct of
their propaganda strategy, and because of the compulsions of making profit,
and particularly for the electronic media the need to increase viewers’ rating,
terrorist acts become ‘a staple diet’ for it. The terrorists need the media to
survive and the dependence factor is so great as to have prompted a former
British prime minister to term it as ‘oxygen of publicity.’10
In fact the need for the media is so enormous that even the Taliban in
Afghanistan, who were so averse at one time to anything to do with the
8

Partha Bose, “Terrorism and Counter-terrorism- Role of the Media” in, Terrorism in South Asian Region, (eds)
Mishra and Ghosh, Manak Publications, New Delhi, 2003.

9
This is a misperception, disproved by scholars.
10 Margaret Thatcher quoted in Wilkinson, ops cit.

See Paul Wilkinson, ops cit
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media, particularly the electronic, that they would break cameras / TV and
even kill journalists taking pictures, now have the provision of a PRO in their
organisation. This, and the globalised reach of the electronic media have made
the media the most powerful means for the terrorist to project their views.
The destruction of the Al-Zajeera office in Baghdad by the US occupation
forces in April 2003 demonstrates this very starkly. In fact, some aver that the
free media in the West that survive on the sensational news, and which find
terrorists acts so profitable, has actually been responsible for the more than 40
percent terrorist acts in Western Europe and North America.11
Thus there is the need for the media to reconcile the inherent dichotomy of its
role. While there is the obligation of the media to keep the public informed,
not only about the people behind the terrorist acts but also of their causes,
it must avoid providing the oxygen for sustenance that publicity through the
media might provide them with.
The role of the media will therefore depend on some very important and
interlinked factors. One is the current state and the character of terrorism in
Bangladesh and how this will shape in the future, and two, shaped by the first,
the means and the method of the state’s response to terrorism. In this case the
Bangladesh situation makes a very interesting reading.
Apart from the above, the nature of the state response to terrorism will also
dictate the role of various state agencies and government apparatus. No doubt
the media will also have to define its role based on that.

Terrorists’ need for propaganda
There is a triadic association between the media, terrorism and the state.
The symbiosis starts when terrorism gets underway. The relationship is of
considerable mutual benefit. The rather curious phenomenon is that one
needs the other to perpetuate, thus presenting the media with a peculiar
dichotomy. However, the interest of the three are at a variance, in that while
the state would want to deprive the terrorists of the benefits of a free media,
the terrorists would want to exploit it to the fullest, and the media, which may
11 L. John Martin, “The Media’s Role in International Terrorism,” University of Maryland at College Park.
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not subscribe to views of the terrorists, respond to the terrorists’ propaganda
of the deed because of the market pressure of the audience which forces it to
be the ‘fastest with the mostest’ dramatic bad news.
Terrorism needs the media not only to survive but also to propagate. By its
very nature terrorism is a battle for the minds of the people, whose success
depends upon communicating not only the idea of the terrorists but also
their threat to the society. And although terrorism as a strategy has had a very
poor rate of success, it has nonetheless been remarkably successful in relaying
the terrorist position to the target audience. “When one says ‘terrorism’ in
a democratic society one says ‘media.’ 12 And that is why according to Paul
Wilkinson, an international authority on terrorism, media and terrorism enjoy
a symbiotic relationship.
According to another expert terrorism and propaganda have each taken many
forms throughout history, but terrorism as propaganda may have become one
of the most destabilizing and dangerous phenomena afflicting 21st century
society.13
If terrorism is likened to the ‘propaganda of the deed’ then there is no better
means of relaying it than the media. But the goal is not merely to force the
target to accede to immediate demands; it is also a means of non-verbal
communication that conveys different message to different groups. And that is
where one comes to the question of the media being exploited by the terrorists.

Exploitation of the media
While Wilkinson talks about the symbiosis he hastens to add that it does not
indicate in any way a state of total control of the mass media by the terrorist,
notwithstanding the fact that the media lays itself open to exploitation,
unwittingly, by terrorist groups. And it is with great subtlety that the media’s
own method of work and its large audience is exploited by the terrorists to
maximise the reach as well as the reaction, if not of their action then at least
of their cause. The choice of 17 Aug for carrying out countrywide bombings
is significant in that it happened in the month of Aug when the law enforcing
12 Paul Wilkinson, ops cit
13 James E. Lukaszewski, in, “ Terrorism as Propaganda” from Source Watch
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agencies had been put on the highest alert and the electronic media was on
overdrive covering various events of August. That was also the day when the
PM was leaving for a foreign trip.
Terrorists create events to influence mass media. A very good example of this
was the Aug 17, 2005 near simultaneous explosion of almost five hundred low
strength devices. The aim was to announce their existence and not to harm
people. In the process they were not only successful in creating an impact
on the public mind, they also succeeded in creating panic that left a totally
dumbfounded administration.
The Red Brigade for example chose Wednesdays and Saturdays as “their
communications day.” And the West’s love for sports made the PLO choose
the Munich Olympics that was being televised all over Western Europe and
North America to project the plight of the Palestinians to those that were
most impervious to their woes.

Role of the Media in the Past
The media, if it is to be of any help to the state in addressing terrorism, has to
have the support of the government. History of the relationship between the
media and the government particularly when it related to security matters, as
fighting terrorism is, shows that there has been reluctance on the part of the
administration to take the media on board. We had suffered considerably for a
great part of the nearly twenty years of counter-insurgency operations in the
CHT by keeping the media away, little realising that keeping the media away
means keeping the public and the public opinion away.
Likewise the media, particularly a segment of the print media, had been at
the receiving end of adverse criticism from the government for exposing the
presence and the operations of the Islamist radicals in Bangladesh. Outright
denial of any possibility of their existence has provided the space for these
elements not only to take roots but also to spread their tentacles inside the
country.
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Like all other agencies, the post 21 Aug 200414 development had come both as
a shock and a surprise to the media in Bangladesh. Our experience in working
in a classical terror environment was severely lacking. For the media it was very
much on the job training, learning as it went along.
The role of a section of the print media has been very remarkable since
the first indication of the existence of the phenomenon came to light with
the Udichi bombings in 1999. And it has continued to play a very proactive
role since then. In fact it is the print media that exposed the presence of the
religious radicals at the very seminal stages of their existence, through some
very good investigative journalism at home. The gradual transformation of the
JMJB from an indigenous activist group into a radical religious organisation
allegedly supported by people belonging to the BNP-Jamaat alliance and the
then government’s unwillingness to even consider the possibility of existence
of these elements were very well brought out by some sections of the media.15
Given the secretive nature of our government agencies the official versions on
these issues have been hard to come by except those that gave out government
denials and criticism of these press reports.
Not surprisingly, the print media in Bangladesh was also divided on the issue.
The difference was unfortunately not based on any objective analysis but on
the ideological or political link that one was inclined to associate with. Those
that reflected or belonged to the right spared no time or energy to disprove
the claims of the other segment of the media, who, they felt, belonged to the
‘other party’ with an agenda to fulfil. Some of the high-ups in the then ruling
alliance supported them very steadfastly. From what have transpired so far
their claims have been proved wrong. What we saw was a fractured media, one
segment of which was pursuing a policy of denial, very much in line with the
policy of the government of the day.

14 Our exposure to classical terrorism was on the day of 21 Aug 2004, when the AL rally was attacked with about
a dozen service grenades. The perpetrators fit the description of thoroughbred terrorists. They had a political
agenda that did not succeed.
15 In this regard a series of four articles published between 14 and 18 Aug 2004 in the Prothom Alo give a vivid
account of the radical activities. See also The Daily Star 27.2.03 and 19.8.03
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The electronic media in Bangladesh on the other hand, being very nascent,
was inevitably reactive in nature. It had very little capacity or inclination for
investigative journalism and not really ready for the post 21/8 developments. It
had neither the capacity nor the wherewithal to cover these events and had to
bank upon a crop of uninitiated security commentators. The analyses provided
by the electronic media immediately following the major incidents particularly
after 21 Aug 2004 and 17 Aug 2005, were speculative and judgmental at best.
However, it has learned quickly too, and as we will see in the suggested role,
has fulfilled certain aspects of its responsibilities quite well.

Suggested Role of the Media16
One could say with some degree of certainty, given the developments over
the last several years, that we have not seen the end of religious militancy in
Bangladesh, nor can we let our guard down for the leftist elements although
they are now reduced to mere ideological scrap eking out their existence
through the use of violence. It is also clear that three different and often
competing perspectives dictate the role of the media in combating terrorism.
But countering terrorism is primarily a multi-pronged operation where the
agencies must work in tandem, but where the primary role must be played by
the government in coordinating their efforts.
In this regard the society and indeed the state is guided by what scholars suggest
as three major policy options.17 First, there is the policy of laissez faire. “This
assumes that no specific steps should be taken as regards media coverage of
terrorism, however, serious the violence or threat of violence may be.” The
consequences of this, particularly in Bangladesh would be dangerous since for
the reason of not being well versed on the ways and means of the terrorists’
activities the media may play into their hands.
A second policy option on media response to terrorism is some form of media
censorship or statutory regulation. This we have seen being done in several
democratic countries with the aim of denying “the terrorist direct access to the
16 Some dos and don’ts for the media and the government, as recommended by the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe (Recommendation 1706, 2005, Media and Terrorism), is att as Anx A. This is worth the study.
17 Wilkinson, op cit
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important platform of the broadcast media.” The downside of such a policy is
that there is always the possibility that the media will come under government
restraint in projecting news and views to the people.
The third option on media policy on terrorism coverage, which is most
favoured in most mass media organisations, is “voluntary self-restraint to try
to avoid the dangers of manipulation and exploitation by terrorist groups”.
The specific role of the media will be largely determined by the method the
state employs in addressing the issue. It is for the state to determine whether
it would follow the liberal prescription of ‘economic, political and social
engineering i.e. seeking to remove the underlying causes, or use violence to
stamp out violence as the conservatives suggest, or to employ the realists’
prescription of mixing the use of force with diplomacy.
For the terrorists there are four things that they would want the media to deliver
to them. One is to use the media to give them publicity. Secondly, through the
exploitation of the media and unguarded reaction of it, they would like to
attain favourable understanding of their cause, which would provide them the
third benefit that of acquiring a legitimacy for their proclaimed objective. This
was what was unwittingly provided to the ringleaders of JMB and JMJB when
the TV channels in Bangladesh carried their comments to the public who
heard them espousing their cause that would have appeared to the common
man to be innocuous and to the gullible a legitimate stand. And fourthly, they
seek the media’s help to cause damage to their enemy.18
Conversely, the state would want to counter all that the terrorist seeks of the
media. It would like the media to advance its agenda rather than the terrorists’. It
would like seeking the media’s help to diffuse tension, prevent disinformation,
and check disclosure of any government plans for counter terrorist actions.19
For the media its only wish is for unfettered access to information and the
ability to cover the issue unhindered. In doing that while it is ensuring the
society’s right to know it must not overlook the aspect of accuracy, and avoid
over dramatisation while at the same time maintain objectivity and accuracy.20
18 CRS issue brief, ops cit
19 Ibid
20 Ibid
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The primary role of the media is to frustrate if not totally negate the terrorist
design, the fulfilment of which will depend largely on preventing irresponsible
acts on their part, an example such an act was the behaviour of the various TV
crews during the capture of Abdur Rahman. It had the potential of jeopardising
the police action not to speak of the risk to the lives of many onlookers.
A very important role that the media can play is to frustrate the terrorists’
aim by exposing their misdeeds. Showing the terrorist up as not any hallowed
creature but as perpetrator of misdeeds who seeks to exploit religion for
narrow ends, will negate the propagandas the terrorists seek.
Responsible reporting that must be backed up by rational arguments with
objective views can also expose the terrorists for what they are. And in this
aspect our personal likes and dislikes for a particular party or philosophy or
person must not come in the way of truthfulness and objectivity. In this regard
sensationalist media report must be avoided.
The media can play a very important role of public service by carrying warning
to them particularly on how to react to emergencies.
Counter-terrorism is all about countering ideas and not persons, although the
physical elimination or arrests of the operatives will go a long way in addressing
the problem. Thus the media can be a forum for informal discussion on the
issue whose purpose would be to not only inform the public of the fallacy
or the futility of the terrorists’ strategy and activity, it can also be an effective
medium to convey to the hardcore amongst them the futility of their cause.
It would, in particular, help desist those sympathisers who are yet to make up
their minds about joining their fold.
Another very important task that the media can play in our country as we have
seen being played in our neighbouring countries and in some of the countries
in the western democracies is to play the part of the watchdog role against
government violation of the rule of law or abridgment of the human rights of
its citizens or disregarding the need for social justice, by keeping the authority
informed and making them aware of the need that its effort to provide more
security to the people should not mean less of human rights and rule of law.
The twin challenges of the state, to combat violence yet maintain the rule of
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law must not be lost sight of. The question of national interest and national
security will inevitably come in and that is where the role of the media will
attain great significance.

Conclusion
Like the rest of the region terrorism in Bangladesh has graduated from mere
societal violence to more portentous instrument where it might be used as tool
of political change. We must, however, consider the different types of terrorism
since the response of the state would vary according to the nature of violence.
Like all other segment of the society the media has a role to play in containing
the phenomenon. However, the media will need to determine its role in keeping
with the prevailing situation.
How the media, functioning in an environment that is other than war, assumes
more significance. Because of the very nature of its work, with various centrifugal
forces influencing its functions, the media, particularly the electronic media, risks
the chance of being exploited by the terrorists. It is therefore up to the media
to devise means of reconciling the dichotomy in order that the people are
kept informed yet the terrorist actions are not sanctified. Its role must also
be in tandem with and be determined by how the state chooses to respond to
terrorism.
A responsible media can also do much to prevent the perpetration of state
terror keeping the leash on the government by exposing the various policy
errors of the state in its attempt to combat violence with violence.
While the media must be critical when it needs to be and expose matters, it
must avoid being judgmental.
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Annex-A

Recommendation 1706 (2005)1

Media and terrorism
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1.

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe believes that
terrorism should not affect the importance of freedom of expression
and information in the media as one of the essential foundations of
democratic society. This freedom carries with it the right of the public
to be informed on matters of public concern, including terrorist acts and
threats, as well as the response by the state and international organisations
to these threats and acts.

2.

Terrorist acts are acts which are intended to create terror, fear or chaos
among the public. The spread of public terror, fear and feelings of chaos
depends largely on the images and messages being carried by media reports
about the terrorist acts and threats. The omnipresence of the mass media
at global level frequently exaggerates these effects out of proportion.

3.

The Assembly recalls its Resolution 1271 (2002) and Recommendation 1550
(2002) on combating terrorism and respect for human rights and reaffirms
that the fight against terrorism must not be used as a pretext to restrict
the fundamental rights and freedoms guaranteed under the European
Convention on Human Rights and related legal texts of the Council
of Europe. In this respect, it supports the Committee of Ministers’
Guidelines on Human Rights and the Fight against Terrorism of 11 July
2002.

4.

Referring to the Committee of Ministers’ Declaration of 2 March 2005
on freedom of expression and information in the media in the context of
the fight against terrorism, the Assembly emphasises that Article 15 of the
European Convention on Human Rights cannot be invoked in cases of
terrorism in order to restrict this freedom beyond the existing limitations
of Article 10, paragraph 2 of the Convention, because terrorist action can
neither be regarded as war in a legal sense, nor can it threaten the life of a
democratic nation.

5.

The Assembly considers it necessary for the public and media to be aware
of the fact that terrorists direct their action towards the public and thus
utilise the media in order to have the strongest possible impact. This is even
more important because terrorists have learned how to use information
technologies in order to disseminate their own audiovisual recordings,
electronic messages or web sites on the Internet, which compels states
and the media to react accordingly.

6.

With due regard to the privacy and human dignity of victims of terrorist
acts and their families, the Assembly stresses the importance of fully
informing the public about terrorist acts, particularly the suffering caused
by these acts as well as the socio-cultural and political context of such
acts. Informed public debate about concrete acts of terrorism can lead to
forming adequate political responses to it and to preventing others from
joining terrorist groups.

7.

The Assembly trusts in the ability of the European political system and
culture and in its citizens, politicians and journalists to avoid sensationalist
media reports related to terrorism.

8.

The Assembly invites media professionals:
i.

to develop, through their professional organisations, a code of
conduct for journalists, photographers and editors dealing with
terrorist acts and threats, in order to keep the public informed
without contributing unduly to the impact of terrorism;

ii.

to organise training courses for media professionals aimed at
increasing awareness of the sensitive nature of media reports on
terrorism;
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iii. to co-operate between themselves, for instance through their
professional organisations, in order to avoid a race for sensationalist
news and images which plays into the hands of terrorists;
iv.

to avoid acting in the interests of terrorists by adding to the feeling
of public fear which terrorist acts can create or by offering terrorists
a platform for publicity;

v.

to refrain from publishing shocking pictures or disseminating images
of terrorist acts which violate the privacy and human dignity of
victims or contribute to increase the terrorising effect of such acts
on the public as well as on the victims and their families;

vi. to avoid aggravating, through their news and comments, the societal
tensions underlying terrorism, and in particular to refrain from
disseminating any kind of hate speech.
9.

The Assembly asks all its member and observer delegations to take
account of this recommendation in their national work and to hold a
debate on this issue in their respective national parliaments.

10. The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Ministers ask member
and observer states:
i.

to inform the public and the media regularly about government
strategies and action towards combating terrorism as well as its causes;

ii.

to abstain from prohibiting or even restricting unduly the dissemination
of information and opinions in the media about terrorism as well as
about the reaction by state authorities to terrorist acts and threats
under the pretext of fighting terrorism;

iii. to inform, upon their request, media dealing with terrorism about the
specific security situation in each context, in order to avoid journalists
investigating terrorism being unnecessarily exposed to dangers caused
by terrorists or the anti-terrorist action of state authorities;
iv.
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to include media literacy in their school curricula, in order to
encourage a critical and informed consumption of media content

and raise citizens’ awareness of the horror of terrorist acts as early as
possible;
v.

to co-operate through their law enforcement authorities and police in
order to prevent the dissemination of illegal messages and images by
terrorists on the Internet;

vi. to apply the Additional Protocol to the Convention on Cybercrime
concerning the criminalisation of acts of a racist and xenophobic
nature committed through computer systems to terrorist content in
so far as the latter advocates, promotes or incites hatred or violence
against any individual or group of individuals based on race, colour,
descent or national or ethnic origin, as well as religion if used as a
pretext for any of these factors.
11. The Assembly asks the Committee of Ministers to:
i.

to monitor the treatment of terrorism in European media in
particular with regard to its Declaration on freedom of expression
and information in the media in the context of the fight against
terrorism;

ii.

to prepare, under the guidance and in close co-operation with
media professionals and their professional organisations, and with
UNESCO and other organisations working in the same field, a
handbook for journalists reporting about terrorist acts and violence;

iii. to initiate work towards an additional protocol to the Convention on
Cybercrime setting up a framework for security co-operation between
member and observer states for the prevention of cyber terrorism,
in the form of large-scale attacks on and through computer systems
which threaten a state’s national security, public safety or economic
well-being.
12. Assembly debate on 20 June 2005 (17th Sitting) (see Doc. 10557, report
of the Committee on Culture, Science and Education, rapporteur: Mr
Jarab). Text adopted by the Assembly on 20 June 2005 (17th Sitting).
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Concluding Session
Address of Special Guest
Ambassador Farooq Sobhan
President, Bangladesh Enterprise Institute
At the beginning I appreciate the enormous
discussion that took place during the
seminar on the subject of great interest to Bangladesh - “Terrorism and
Counter Terrorism: Bangladesh’s Perspective”. In my speech I would revisit
both the ‘Vision 2021’ and ‘Vision 2041’ of Bangladesh from the perspective
of security, stability and good governance.
Reference was made today to four major terror attacks: 9/11 in New York, 7/7
in London, 26/11 in Bombay and of course the 1st July 2016 attacks in Dhaka.
Some very important lessons were learnt from these attacks not only by the
affected countries but also by the global community. 9/11 led to the birth of
homeland security in USA and led to the UN Counter Terrorism Strategy.
In our own case I would like to believe that we have so far conducted as we
ought to. We have conducted deep and sustained analysis of what went wrong
on 1st of July to ensure that such attacks does not happen again. Because
what we have seen and this brings me back to 2021 and 2041, what will be
of crucial importance to Bangladesh in achieving these visions is: how we
handle this problem of counter terrorism and central to that is how we address
the problem of countering radicalization among the youth. I think it is a fair
comment to say that in a country such as Bangladesh where the average age
of the population today is 23 years, is experiencing youth bunch. This can
be a great strength and at the same time can also be the greatest challenge
the country faces. So we have to pay special interest and special attention to
education in creating jobs particular to what will be focusing on economy to
grow that will be helping us in achieving this vision 2021. We need to ensure
that there is an environment of good governance; we have to address the
problem Bangladesh is facing today. On the one hand our biggest strength vis-
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à-vis other countries in South Asia is empowerment of women. I think this
can be our greatest strength in combating terrorism and radicalization among
our youths. But at the same time we note that there has been a rise in acts of
violence against women. It is certainly extremely important to restore it to
the maximum extent possible: the credibility of key institutions particularly
the judicial system, the police and the law enforcement agencies. We need to
ensure that there isn’t a culture of immunity being practiced among the certain
elements among the student community while others are being dealt with
differently. The law must be equal for all. On other words it is very important
to promote the culture of tolerance which is extremely important.
We need to look ahead and understand that 2017 is going to be a very challenging
year for the global community particularly for Bangladesh. Because the impacts
of multiple conflicts that are currently taking place across the Middle East and
elsewhere, in particular the impact of IS focusing increasingly in external action is
going to have an impact on South Asia. This has clearly been identified as a target
area. We also need to locate what will be the implications of US foreign policy,
under the current president elect Mr. Donald Trump – whether it is going to be a
force for stability or greater instability in the region. And what impacts will it have
on terrorist groups and on countries like Bangladesh. The multiple terror attack on
these countries will have impact on the investment climate of Bangladesh to some
extent. But attack of 01 July had a profound impact on the investment climate of
the country. Looking at the security arrangement I think we need to give special
importance and attention on security of mega projects that are in the pipeline. As
you all know following the historic visit of President Si Zin Ping, earlier Prime
Minister Abey and Mr. Modi a number of mega projects across the country have
been planned relating to roads, highways, ports and power generation plants. We
need to ensure security of such projects that will entail a large number of foreign
experts and workers from terrorist attacks. They must also get adequate protection
form the law enforcing agencies to bolster their confidence not only in terms of
their projects but also to attract further investment; which is of critical importance.
Threats from violent radicalization have emerged as a critical security concern
for Bangladesh – these have the potentials to undermine the political stability
and economic development in the country and beyond. The recent attacks in
the country shows that the terrorists seek to expand their reach and resonance
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by exploiting the youths. Vulnerable sections of the society joining criminal
forces and networks are propagating religious extremism and hatred using
the social media. However, the government have taken substantial counter
terrorism programs and achieved commendable success. Following the stern
action by the government agencies the terrorist organizations have been
crippled and have not been able to continue with their attacks. However, there
is still threat of more youths to be radicalized.
Even though the society is united today to counter the menace of radicalization
and the government has been pursuing some impressive initiative and programs
to counter terrorism and violent extremism to defeat it at the tactical level. We can
assume that its defeat at the tactical and operational level is not enough. Contrary
to the traditional notion the people from economically deprived background
and low education are more prone to radicalization. Recent trends show that
educated youth from affluent families are also engaging in such activities. The
trend is giving rise to a new phenomenon. The new generations of youth
who are technologically literate and well versed in social media are pretentious
to this. They garner more support from like-minded individuals and groups
and carrying out radical activities ranging from selection, indoctrination and
recruitment to training, financing, planning and execution of their programs.
While thematic measures use of hard power by law enforcing agencies may
prevent terrorist attacks by thwarting terrorist attacks and arresting suspects by
neutralizing terrorists and dismantling the infrastructure, counter radicalization
requires different soft power approach; this includes the developing of counter
narrative, the package of macro level and nuance policy measures among other
measures. Before radicalization metamorphosis into extremism and violence,
it is essential to contain and eliminate the menace at the initial stage of the
continuum of the radicalization. While kinetic measures against terrorism are
an important first step in combating the challenge, prevention would be a
preferred solution by addressing the problems of radicalization, recruitment
and propagation.
Finally, I like to thank the Commandant for inviting me and to enable me to
speak to this distinguished gathering. I like to thank the speakers, chair of the
session as well as all the participants of the seminar.
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Concluding Session
Address of Chief Guest
Lt Gen M Nuruddin Khan, psc (Retd)
Former Minister & Former Chief of
Army Staff
Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim
Commandant, National Defence College,
Distinguish Participants,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Assalamu Alaikum and Good Afternoon.
Let me first express my heartfelt thanks and gratitude to the Commandant,
National Defence College for inviting me as the Chief Guest for today’s
seminar on “Terrorism and Counter Terrorism: Bangladesh Perspective”. This
is a much talked issue in the context of today’s world. Moreover, it has got
momentum and drawn huge attention in Bangladesh after the heinous incident
of Holey Artisan Bakery on the night of July 01 this year. Obviously, I am
extremely delighted to see that National Defence College, a premiere national
institution of Bangladesh has taken an endeavour to organize a seminar of
such magnitude. I also very much appreciate this time worthy initiative. In this
juncture, I would also like to congratulate all the key note speakers for their
comprehensive and lucid presentation that made the subject interesting to the
audience and vibrant question and answer session is the testament to that. And
thanks to all of you for your attendance and participation in this important
seminar.

Distinguished participants
Over last few hours, we have been engaged in practical and candid discussion
on different aspects of terrorism and counter terrorism in Bangladesh. In doing
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so, we had special focus on involvement of young minds in the terrorism in
the name of religion. I believe the participants would agree that the seminar
allowed us all an opportunity to familiarize ourselves further with the key
elements of terrorism and counter terrorism aspects in Bangladesh. The event
also presented us the opportunity to identify the lessons and assessments to
share with others in the future days.
We are here today because of a very specific challenge-and that’s countering
‘terrorism in the name of religion’ in Bangladesh, something that is not just a
matter of law enforcing agencies or military affairs only. By saying “terrorism,”
I just don’t mean the terrorists who are killing innocent people. I also emphasize
on the ideologies, the infrastructure of extremists --the propagandists, the
recruiters, the funders who motivate and recruit or incite people to violence.
In fact, terrorists do not possesses any single profile. Thus, it’s near impossible
to predict who is going to be radicalized next.
The young terrorists who murdered innocent civilian including foreigners in
Holey Artisan Bakery like to call themselves Islamic Jihadist. But the fact is, it
has nothing to do with religion. This is not supported by Islam. Their actions
have absolutely no basis in anything written in the Quran. What they believe
has no resemblance whatsoever to the beliefs of more than a billion Muslims
in Bangladesh and all over the world. Subsequent activities, events, and findings
of law enforcement agencies presented clear evidences that educated young
minds are getting attracted towards violent terrorism. This is really a matter of
great concern for all of us.
Therefore, dealing with these threat requires a deep understanding of what
is going on in the world and a studied, careful response is imperative in our
country. Because there are no simple answers to it. Challenges to our security are
not new.Again, this isn’t our challenge alone. It’s a challenge for the world. But
I must admit, we are facing a genuine challenge to our security today.

Distinguished participants
We, the Bangladeshi’s are strong and resilient. Moreover, the good part of this
threat is that it has created a common platform for all of us to combine our
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effort together against this evil which is disguised in the name of religion. This
is a battle which have been fought for many years in other countries. Now, we
are also engaged into it. We must do everything we can to defeat this ideology
and prevent the radicalisation of young minds of our society. We must protect
our neighbours, friends, and other people who are drifting into extremism and
violence.
In this process, every one of us has a stake in stopping them. In doing so, an
element of us will stop them with force. Besides, we have to make sure that we
are offering them a brighter future with a lasting sense of security, if we really
want to uproot them from the soil out of which they grew.Focusing on the
prevention, we should challenge their efforts of recruitment of young mind
in our society.
It is imperative to keep in mind that religion or poverty are not the only reasons
for terrorism. This terrorist targeted people from different faith. Besides, here
are terrorists who’ve come from extraordinarily wealthy backgrounds. Many of
them have come from wealthy families. So, we have to address the grievances
that terrorists exploit, we have to discredit their grievances.
There are many causes of these grievances. It includes but not inclusive to
the fact that the youth are impoverished, they have no hope for the future.
Rather, growing degree of corruption causing sufferings and humiliations to
people. Yet, there are no outlets by which people can express their concerns
and grievances. Consequently, resentments aggravate and the risk of instability
and extremism grow higher. To make it worse, misinterpretation of religious
scriptures adds fuel to the fire. Even, the online magazines, social medias,
terrorist Twitter accounts etc. are all designed to target today’s young people
online, in cyberspace.
So we shall step up our effort to prevent people from being susceptible to the
false promises of terrorism in the name of religion. We have to talk about it,
assist the law enforcing agencies and raise awareness within communities to
protect ourloved ones from becoming radicalized.
Finally, I would like to urge upon only on one issue. We must remember that in
all our efforts, family members are the best people to help protect individuals
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from falling victim to extremist ideologies. We must not forget that we have to
be honest with ourselves.

Distinguished participants
I think it would be appropriate now to express my deepest appreciation to the
Commandant, faculty, the staff and all other support personnel of National
Defence College. Without their sincere, active and whole-hearted commitment
and support the seminar could not have been such a success. They have indeed,
done a splendid job.
At the end, I sincerely hope and pray for your well-being, peace and prosperity
in life and a very bright professional career.
Long live Bangladesh.
Thank you all.
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Dhaka University
Hossain
Person
Professor Dr. Nazmul Ahsan
Resource
BUP
Kalimullah, BTFO
Person
Professor Dr. Rashed Uz
Resource
Dhaka University
Zaman
Person
Ambassador Munshi Faiz
Chairman
BIISS
Ahmed
Maj Gen A K M Abdul
Director
BIISS
Rahman
General
Lt Col Towhidul Islam
GSO-1
AFD
Brig Gen Aminul Islam
Director, EME
AHQ
Col Nowazish
AHQ
AHQ, MGO’s Br,
Col Khandaker Yusuf Hasan
Inspector
Ord Dte
Col A N M Manzoorul
AHQ, AG’s Br, PA
Colonel Staff
Haque Mazumder
Dte
AHQ, AG’S Br, PS
Col Md Mizanur Rahaman
Colonel Staff
Dte
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20
21
22
23
24
25
26

Col Kazi Mahfuzur
Rahaman
Cdre M Musa
Capt Arif Ahmed Mustafa
Cdre Md. Shahadat Hossain
AVM Masihuzzaman
Serniabat
Air Cdre M Khalid Hossain
Gp Captain Sharif
Gp Capt Mridha Md
Ekramuzzaman
Gp Capt Syed Sayeedur
Rahman

AHQ, GS Br, MO
Dte
NHQ
NHQ
NHQ
ACAS
(Admin)
Director, Air Int

Air HQ
Air HQ

CI’s Office

Air HQ

27

Gp Capt Sitwat Nayeem

28

Capt M Anawr Hossain
CO
Air Cdre M Habib Ahsan
Khan
Col Sumon
Col Sajjad
Col GS, CIB
Capt Anamul Hoque
Director, RDB
Col Sajjad
Lt Col Md Shamusl Alam
GSO-1
Maj Gen Shamsul Islam
Director General
Brig Gen Ziaul Hasan
Director
Cdre Afsar
Brig Gen Selim
Col Shahriar Rashid
Col Md Abdur Noor
DDG
Cdre Yahya Syed
DDG
Lt Col Mohammad Rashidul
Director
Hasan
Commander Mufti Mahbub
Khan
Lt Col Md Abul Kalam Azad

29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44

Air HQ

BAF Base Bashar
BAF Base
Bangabandhu
BNS Haji Mohsin
HQ, DGFI
HQ, DGFI
HQ, DGFI
HQ, DGFI
HQ, DGFI
HQ, DGFI
NSI
NSI
NSI
HQ BGB
HQ BGB
HQ BGB
Coast Guard
ISPR Dte
RAB HQ
RAB HQ
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45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
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Lt Col Mahbub Alam
Director, Ops
Addl DIG Lutful Kabir
CO
DIG Akter Uddin
DIG Aftab Uddin Ahmed
Addl DIG S M Kamal
Hossain
Addl DIG Md Zahirul Islam
Bhuiyan
Addl DIG G M Azizur
Rahman
Addl DIG Md. Golam Rasul
MDS (Trg)
Addl DIG Matiur Rahman
MDS
Sheikh
Additional
Md. Atiqul Huq
Secretary
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A S M Emdadud Dastagir

56

Shahnaz Rub

57

Farah Shammi

58

Iqbal Mahmud
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60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68

Brig Gen Mefta Ul Karim
Col lftekhar Ahmed
Shaheen Afroze, PhD
Ashiqur Rahman
Samia Zaman
Amity Saha
Dr. Md Zahangir Hossain
Md. Nazrul Islam
Begum RawnakJahan
Md Sohel Parvez
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Dr. Abdus Salam Akanda

RAB HQ
RAB-4
Police HQ
Police HQ
CID
CID
SB
Police Staff College
Police Staff College

Ministry of Home
Affairs
Ministry of Home
Joint Secretary
Affairs
Joint Secretary Ministry of Defence
Deputy
Ministry of Defence
Secretary
Senior Assistant
Ministry of Defence
Secretary
Comd
6 ADA Bde
Research Director
BIISS
Research Director
BIISS
BIISS
BIISS
Research Officer
BILIA
Director General
NIMCO
Director
NIMCO
Deputy Director
NIMCO
Assistant Director
NIMCO
Associate
Professor
Dhaka University
(Statistics)
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Kh. Farzana Rahman

71

Md Towhidul Islam

72

Rashna Mahjabin

73

Abdullah Muhammad Rafi

74

Rabby Us Sunny

75

Monjurul Momenin

76

Nazibul Hasan

77

Sumaiya

78

Satu Akhter

79

Ashif Hasan

80
81

Md. Zahid Bin Bashir
A S M Junayed Mufrad

82

Fairooz Binte Hafiz

83

Ali Hossain Mintu

Lecturer
Criminology
Chairman,
Peace &
Conflict Dept
Student, Peace
& Conflict
Dept
Student, Peace
& Conflict
Dept
Student, Peace
& Conflict
Dept
Student, Peace
& Conflict
Dept
Student,
Criminology
Dept
Student,
Criminology
Dept
Student,
Criminology
Dept
Student,
Criminology
Dept
Student
Student
Lecturer (Pub.
Admin)
Reporter

Dhaka University
Dhaka University

Dhaka University

Dhaka University

Dhaka University

Dhaka University

Dhaka University

Dhaka University

Dhaka University

Dhaka University
Dhaka University
Dhaka University
BUP
New Age
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Md. Rashed Nizar

85

Ashiqur Rahman

86

Tanvir Khondokar

87

Dipu Sarwar

88

Mr. Shamim

Senior
Reporter
Reporter
Senior
Reporter
Reporter
Information
Officer

Channel 24
NTV
Deepto TV
ETV
ISPR

Keynote Speakers
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

90

Mr. Benazir Ahmed, BPM (BAR) Director General
Brig Gen Shahedul Anam Khan,
ndc, psc (Retd)
Brig Gen Mohammad TawhidUl- Islam, psc
Capt A K M Afzal Hossain, afwc,
psc, BN
Gp Capt Mahmud Hossain, afwc,
psc, GD (P)
Lt Col Sk Marufur Rahman,
afwc, psc
Lt Col Imrul Mabud, afwc, psc

RAB Forces

Associate Editor

Daily Star

Director, CTIB

HQ, DGFI

Course Member

AFWC-2016

Course Member

AFWC-2016

Course Member

AFWC-2016

Course Member

AFWC-2016
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National Defence College

Mirpur Cantonment, Dhaka, Bangladesh
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