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FOREWORD
Bangladesh is celebrating 50 years of her independence coinciding with grand
celebration of birth centenary of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the Independence
of Bangladesh are inseparable part of history for it is Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman for whom today Bangladesh sparkles in the map of the world
as a free, sovereign nation state. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman not only
architected the independence of the country but also strived to build the country
as a poverty free prosperous Sonar Bangla. Over the past 50 years, Bangladesh
has made incredible socio-economic and infrastructural progress encompassing
health, sanitation, education, financial inclusion, women empowerment, showing
leadership in addressing environmental issues etc. Therefore, this is the time for
us to reflect and celebrate both the joyous victory of the past and the present
prosperity simultaneously.
I am delighted that NDC is going to publish a Special NDC Journal on the Birth
Centenary of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
the Golden Jubilee of Independence of Bangladesh. As part of our expression
of gratitude, this special NDC journal is dedicated to the Father of the Nation
along with all the valiant freedom fighters and martyrs for their contribution and
sacrifices made during the Liberation War.
I am confident that through the scholarly articles of renowned authors, the journal
will be able to highlight the significance of the independence of Bangladesh, the
struggle of people for a free nation state and the role of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and Bangladesh Armed Forces in the liberation war of Bangladesh.
The journal will also highlight the 50 years’ journey of Independent Bangladesh on
the path of prosperity as envisioned by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
My sincere thanks to the proficient authors for their scholarly articles. I express
my deep satisfaction for the teamwork of the Editorial Board who have really
made good efforts for such a significant publication to mark the Golden Jubilee of
Independence along with the centenary birth celebration of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. I would like to thank every person related to this publication. I
wish every success of the Golden Jubilee Special journal of NDC.

Md Akbar Hossain, SBP, SUP (BAR), afwc, psc, G+, PhD
Lieutenant General
Commandant
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EDITORIAL
The Golden Jubilee of our Independence and the centenary birthday of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman are the two significant milestones in the
history of Bangladesh and in 2021, we are celebrating the both with due respect
and jubilance. Bangabandhu dreamt of a hunger and poverty free prosperous
Bangladesh and strived to fulfil that dream of Sonar Bangla throughout his life.
Bangabandhu’s immortal ideals and astonishing aspirations for our future growth
are still resonating through the generations of today. Bangabandhu’s vision, tenacity,
and earnest effort have truly constructed the road map of today’s Bangladesh since
independence. Bangladesh, as an economic powerhouse in South Asia, is in the
booming condition of various progress and development today.
In order to celebrate centenary birthday of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and the Golden Jubilee of Independence of Bangladesh, NDC is
going to publish a Special NDC Journal on the Birth Centenary of the Father
of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the Golden Jubilee of
Independence of Bangladesh. The articles of this journal will remind us not only
of the significance of the independence but also of the role of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the Armed Forces of Bangladesh as well as of the
sacrifices and contributions of our predecessors in achieving Independence. It
will also be able to highlight the achievements of Bangladesh through these 50
years journey from her birth.
The articles are the original piece of works of the authors. I forward my deepest
appreciation to distinguished authors for their hard work and dedication. I
hope, while reviewing the articles, the future leaders can facilitate themselves by
developing patriotic zeal in them and realized that present day’s young generation
have lots of responsibilities and lessons to cultivate in order to transform
Bangladesh into truly a Sonar Bangla as dreamt by the Father of the Nation.
I would like to express my gratitude to the Chief Patron for his invaluable
guidelines to the Editorial Board. My appreciation goes to the members of the
Editorial Board for their remarkable contribution in bringing this journal to light.
Despite our best efforts in publishing the journal, there might appear unintended
errors of any kind. I would like to request the readers to excuse us for such
inadvertent slights. I hope that the journal will prove its worth to the readers.

Muhammad Ali Talukder, ndc, afwc, psc
Brigadier General
Directing Staff (Army)
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ABSTRACT
THE LAST GLIMPSE AND A LITTLE HOMAGE TO
BANGABANDHU
Major General Jiban Kaniai Das, ndu, psc (retired)
The greatest Bangalee of all times the Father of the nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman was indeed the embodiment of Bangladesh. Bangabandhu had
a very clear vision, unwavering commitment, true love and abiding concerns for
the country, countrymen and their wellbeing. He was able to instil in people a
true sense of purpose, commitment and dedication towards the realization of
the just cause- freeing the country from the occupier. Bangladesh could earn its
freedom because of the visionary leadership of Bangabandhu. Bangabandhu not
only architected the independence of Bangladesh but also took every possible
step to reconstruct the war ravaged country. Just when he was putting the wheels
of progress of the country on is rails, the most tragic, most brutal, merciless and
vengeful incident in the history took place. On 15 August 1975, Bangabandhu was
assassinated along with most of his family members. This paper is a subjective
presentation of personal memoir of the author as a witness of history. Starting
from the Six Point Movement of 1966, there are glimpses of some historical
events related to Bangabandhu like Agartala Conspiracy case, the Mass Movement
of 1969, the Liberation War of 1971. Finally, there is a vivid description of the
most tragic day in the annals of Bangladesh. The content of the paper is an effort
of the author to present the real history to the new generation and at the same
time to pay a little homage to Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
Keywords: Bangabandhu, Father of the Nation, Agartala Conspiracy Case, Mass
Movement.
BANGABANDHU’S AESTHETIC LEADERSHIP
Dr. Atiur Rahman
On all counts, Bangabandhu’s leadership was transformational and inclusive.
His inspirational leadership attracted not only his co-leaders but also millions of
followers who came from all classes of society. He became an iconic symbol of
the Bengalis as a nation due to his lifelong commitment to the emancipation of
his exploited people by colonial powers of various shades. He was an aesthetic
leader who could cement the national aspirations for freedom through his
focused political and social movements with people first. Noted intellectuals of
the country greatly admired his love for the language and culture of Bengalis
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for which he led the language movement leading to other struggles for the
emancipation of the people. Finally, he could foster the trust among the people
who fought for the liberation of Bangladesh. Thus, he became the father of the
nation who stood out among the global leaders as well. His post-independence
leadership was equally distinctive as he literally took the country ‘from ashes to
prosperity.’ But his journey towards a prosperous Bangladesh was cut short by
the traitors and the country lost its lighthouse. After a prolonged struggle, the
country is now back on track to prosperity primarily capitalizing on the fighting
spirit which he transmitted to his people.
Keywords: Bangabandhu, Leadership, Aesthetic Leader, Inspirational Leadership.
BANGABANDHU: AN ETERNAL CONSCIOUSNESS FOR
HUMAN FREEDOM
Ambassador A K M Atiqur Rahman, ndc (retired)
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the father of the Bengali nation, did
not only fight for his people for realisation of their rights of self-determination
and freedom, but he equally raised his thunder voice against violation of human
rights, apartheid, racial discrimination, exploitation or deprivation occurred in
any part of the globe. He, from his heart, supported the just struggle of the
freedom seeking people of the world, whether that struggle was in Asia, Africa
or Latin America. Bangabandhu, who was uncompromising to injustice, had
raised his voice for freedom and self-determination of the oppressed people of
the entire globe. Even, he did not dare to put his efforts in convincing the world
leaders for the freedom and justice of those suppressed people. As defined
by the Indian President Mr. V. V. Giri, Bangabandhu was the visible symbol
of the eternal consciousness of suffering and sacrifice for human liberation
and human freedom. Bangabandhu’s dream was to establish a world of peace,
where people would live with freedom, respect and dignity. Such an unbounded
courageous leader who dared to speak for the oppressed, exploited or rightsdeprived people had always been rare on this earth. The unequivocal voice
raised by Bangabandhu as one of the most passionate and fearless advocates for
the freedom and peace-loving people of the world still roams around.
Keywords: Bangabandhu, Bengali Nation, Eternal Consciousness, Human
Freedom.

VIII

BANGBANDHU’S “PEACE PHILOSOPHY” AND MY GOAL OF
“NO WAR AFTER 2040”: A BEAUTIFUL WORLD WITHOUT WAR
– A REALITY OR UTOPIA?
Brigadier General Abdullah Al Mamun, SPP, ndc, psc, G
Father of the Nation of Bangladesh Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
stated in United Nations (UN) on 25 September 1974 for peace and global
stability. The “Peace Philosophy” of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
and his daughter- the HPM of Bangladesh included three distinct areas like
Peace, Humanity, Survival of Mankind etc. The author also published his first
book titled “Soldiering and No War after 2040” with a conception of anti-war
thoughts. In the multifaceted economic and political struggles amongst US allies
and China, India, or even North Korea has global impact. The dream of a world
without war and terrorism is considered as utopia to many. Yet, rise of powers in
the East and the decline of the same in the West, now inspire to counterbalance
NATO forces. Because it is now expensive to wage and sustain war and/or to
support the terrorists secretly. In this backdrop, an effort is made in this paper to
find out whether Bangabandhu’s “Peace Philosophy” and author’s goal of “No
War after 2040” is a reality or utopia.
Keywords: Bangabandhu’s “Peace Philosophy”, Rise of Powers, “No War after
2040” and Reality or Utopia.
TODAY’S BANGLADESH ARMED FORCES: CONTRIBUTION
OF THE DREAM OF THE FATHER OF THE NATION
BANGABANDHU SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN
Brigadier General Md Aftab Hossain, BSP, ndc, afwc, psc, M Phil
The Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman dreamt
of a formidable Armed Forces right from the beginning of his struggle for
an independent Bangladesh to ensure security of his beloved motherland
including its wealth and the people. It was also aptly reflected in the historic
Six Point movement in 1966. In pursuant to that, just after the liberation of
Bangladesh, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman focused on raising new
units and installations to reorganize and reinstate the members of Bangladesh
Armed Forces. Alongside procuring the modern armaments, different training
institutions of Army, Navy and Air Force were established to train the soldiers
and officers. The Father of the Nation also graced the passing out parade of
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the 1st BMA Short Course on 11 January 1975 as the Chief Guest and delivered
a legendary inspiring speech for the newly commissioned officers where he also
eloquently expressed his desire about the future development of the Armed
Forces. The progress and development of Armed Forces is now visibly evident
in different dimensions, which can trace its roots in the farsighted speech and
“National Defence Policy 1974” enacted by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman within 3 years of the independence. In its 50 years’ journey, Armed
Forces has been reformed, reorganised and modernized to meet the requirement
of safeguarding the country as well as to cope with the other modern armies
of the contemporary world. Side by side, it could win the hearts and minds
of the people of the country for their outstanding contribution in different
requirements of the nation. Bangladesh Armed Forces could also earn respect
and created positive image around the world beyond for establishing peace the
boundary of the country under the UN umbrella. These achievements confirm
that by and large, Bangladesh Armed Forces could meet the expectations as
dreamt by the Father of the Nation and proved them to be the “People’s Army”
capable of safeguarding and ensuring sovereignty of the country. In its journey,
Armed Forces will have further advancement in light with the “National Defence
Policy 2018” formulated after analysing 33 speeches of the Father of the Nation.
Keywords: The Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
Bangladesh Armed Forces, National Defence Policy, People’s Army, Army,
Navy, Air Force.
SIGNIFICANCE OF BANGABANDHU’S SIX-POINT PROPOSAL
FOR THE CREATION OF BANGLADESH
Brigadier General Md Mahbubur Rahman Siddiqui, ndc, afwc, psc,
MPhil and Brigadier General Md Abul Kalam Azad, ndc, psc, PhD
The disagreements between Hindus and Muslims in Bengal sparked the Partition
of Bengal in 1947. The Bengali Language Movement in 1952 was a political
movement in former East Bengal for the recognition as an official language in
Pakistan. Since the Partition of British India in 1947, Pakistan and India remained
in contention over several issues which ultimately led both the nations in 1965
war. The historic Six-Points Proposal has been widely credited as the “Charter
of Freedom” in Bangladesh’s struggle for self-determination from Pakistan’s
domination. Indeed, it was the turning point and milestone in the history of
the quest for independence. Although Ayub Khan’s diabolical regime had used
various brutal and punitive measures against the proponents, organizers and
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supporters but it ultimately anchored mass upsurge in 1966 and conditioned
the subsequent political developments in Pakistan. National elections held
in December 1970, the Awami League won an overwhelming victory in the
Pakistan National Assembly. But the West Pakistan Government was not willing
to hand over power to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman tried his best to make the Pakistani regime for legal transformation
of power but the egoistic politicians of West Pakistan never willed for smooth
transition of power. Bangabandhu’s historic 7th March speech gave a clear
signal to the people of East Pakistan. Eventually, all norms of settling the issues
failed and Pakistan Army started brutal killings on the night of 25/26th March.
Before being arrested, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman declared the
independence of Bangladesh which ultimately led the nations to a nine months
armed struggle. The long outstanding desire of the independent Bangladesh
came into being on 16th December through the surrender of Pakistani Military
at the cost of millions of lives, honor, dignity and unbounded sufferings of the
people of East Pakistan.
Keywords: Bangabandhu’s Six-Point Proposal, Creation of Bangladesh, Charter
of Freedom, Independence of Bangladesh.
BANGABANDHU SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN AND
BANGALEES- TESTIMONY OF VALUE, PHILOSOPHY AND
VISION FOR WHICH MILLIONS SACRIFICED THEIR LIVES
Brigadier General Abu Rubel Md Shahabuddin, ndc, hdmc, afwc, psc, G
Bangalees of Indian continent are a unique homogenous nation who lived
peacefully for thousands of years irrespective of their religions and beliefs. But
the British divided them in 1905 to get rid of the Bengali nationalism and again
in 1947 for the ambiguous political ambition of few leaders and created Pakistan
basing on the ground of religion alone. But the Bangalees of East Pakistan
were never accepted as brother by the West Pakistanis and they treated them as
low class citizens of the nation due to their connection with the West Bengal
Bangalees who mostly were Hindus. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman gave
the Bangalees the much dreamed vision of thousand years, a vision of freedom,
economic emancipation and autonomy. He showed the nation the great way to
dignity and freedom. He clearly defined that Bangalees are a different nation, a
different race with distinct geographical identity- hence may demand a separate
identification in the region and the globe.
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When the Pakistani Junta came down forcibly with tanks and planes to kill the
embryo of Golden Bengal, the vision of Father of the Nation, mass Bangalees
took up arms and resisted. The whole nation was ready to sacrifice everything to
protect the dream and the vision - “a free Bangladesh for all common people free
from any kind of social and economic disparity with equal right to prosperity”.
Every Bangalee followed his articulated battle strategy- “Turn every house into
a fortress, resist the enemy with everything you have.” Certainly, religion could
not retain two wings of Pakistan together forever. If it was the hype of religion
that shaped Pakistan in 1947, in December 16, it was the magnificent triumph
of cultural identity which started with the language movement and matured with
the six points – the vision of Golden Bengal by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. The nationalist feelings of Bangalees prompted a war where the moral
ground was always with the Bangalees. The religious fervor never could surpass
the dream of a nation and the vision of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The vision led to an armed struggle, signifying victory
of value, culture and vision over religious politics.
Keywords: Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Bangalees, Testimony of
Value, Philosophy, Vision, Struggle, Independence of Bangladesh.
BANGABANDHU SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN: A ROLE MODEL
FOR THE YOUNG GENERATION
Colonel Sharif Md Aman Hassan, SPP, psc
The story of Bangladesh is the story of a man named Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who
loved his people more than his family members. This lion-hearted man sacrificed
his entire life for the well-being of his people, for their rights and dignity. He
devoted his life to establishing a peaceful and harmonious society called Sonar
Bangla. His leadership quality, determination, simplicity, inspirational capability
and political vision lead Bangalees to achieve independence in 1971. He was the
driving force behind the independence of Bangladesh. Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman was a role model in the national and international arena. In
this article, an endeavor is taken to analyze a few significant events, explaining
Bangabandhu’s charismatic leadership, ideology and character qualities which
should be followed by our young generation.
Keywords: Sacrifice, Democratic, Ideology, Leadership Quality, Determination,
Simplicity, Inspirational Capability and Political Vision, Independence,
Charismatic.
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BANGABANDHU AND BANGLADESH
Commodore Shaheen Rahman , (G), NUP, ndc, ncc, psc, BN
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Bangladesh are the same in the
sense that one cannot be understood without understanding other. Though the
ethnicity of people and the culture that form the basis of national identity were
there from antiquity, yet it took thousands of year for the people of this land,
what we call now Bangladesh, to achieve sovereignty in true sense. In this paper,
it is argued that emergence of Bangladesh as a sovereign state was only possible
through the struggles of Bengali people, which were shaped by the leadership
and visions of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as a prominent political
leader at the earlier stage and later as the sole representative of Banglali political
aspiration. As a result, the essence of the spirits which embody Bangladesh
itself is indeed the amalgam of political visions morphed inside Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s political mind over the period of his political
struggles under the British and Pakistani rule. Throughout his political life, he
struggled for democracy, secularism, socialism or equity for people and above all
Bengali nationalism without which everything else was impossible to achieve. So
Bangladesh and Bengali nation came into being on the basis of these four visions
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and these should be the quintessential
reference frame to examine the progress Bangladesh has made over the last 50
years since its independence. Despite earlier setbacks, Bangladesh is now on the
right track to achieve its goals for which it came into being.
Keywords: Bangabandhu, Bangladesh, Political Vision, Political Aspiration,
Independence.
FATHER OF THE NATION, BANGABANDHU SHEIKH MUJIBUR
RAHMAN: EMBODIMENT OF FREEDOM, CHARISMATIC
LEADERSHIP, PEACE AND PROSPERITY
Colonel S M Bayazid Khan, PBGM, psc
Bangladesh’s architect, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is the charismatic,
iconic and the greatest Bangalee of thousand years of history of Bangladesh. He
was a fearless and unwavering leader. Involving in the student movement of Kolkata
in 1946, his political career began and subsequently his political acumen elevated
him as the President of the Awami League. He rose to political prominence in
the early 1960s and later he became the pivotal figure in Bangladesh Liberation
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War in 1971. Out of 24 years of Pakistani rule, he lost almost 13 years in jail but
that could not stop his fame and success at home and abroad. Bangabandhu’s
contribution and sacrifice liberated the Bangalees from Pakistani exploitation and
repression and finally earned the country’s independence in 1971. Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the exponent of freedom, echoed the identical sentiment
which started from his 6-point proposal of 1966 to his epoch-making address
delivered in Ramna Race Course on 7 March 1971 and onward. Such types of
prudent and far-reaching initiatives were possible only because of his charismatic
leadership. Besides, his arduous struggle for transforming war-torn Bangladesh
into a happy and prosperous nation reflects his earnest desire for peace, unity
and development. His vision to eradicate poverty, hunger, disease, illiteracy and
unemployment in both the local and international landscape was acclaimed by all
quarters. He also dreamt about a balanced, effective and pragmatic foreign policy
to keep pace with the emerging realities. Mentionable, the year 2020 was designated
as “Mujib Borsho” to commemorate the birth centenary of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is making all-out effort to uphold
Bangabandhu’s political philosophy in every sphere of state activities.
Keywords: Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
Embodiment of Freedom, Charismatic Leadership, Peace and Prosperity.
LEADERSHIP TAKEAWAYS FROM THE FATHER OF THE
NATION: TOTAL PEOPLE’S WAR IN BANGLADESH CAVEAT
Colonel Md Ehsanul Haque, SUP (BAR), afwc, psc, PhD
The Liberation War of 1971 is the most glorious part of the history of
Bangladesh. The inspiration of the Liberation war is immense and continues
to fuel the patriotism of the nation. The Armed Forces of Bangladesh, which
is considered the most trusted organization of the country, came in to being
through this liberation war. The aspiration of the Father of the Nation to become
a modern Army is progressing as per plan. Yet again, it will be challenging for the
armed forces alone to counter the potential adversaries, who all are having much
superior warfighting capabilities. As it stands today, there are fewer possibilities to
get any major actor beside us during any crisis. So, we must fight our own battle.
Bangladesh has enormous demographic depth, with a population of around 170
million, which can be carefully integrated into the spectrum of war to enhance
the combat ability. However, the solution to this problem is imbedded inside
the glorious history of liberation war where the nation was united and defeat

XIV

the adversary with much superior strength. The concept of Total Peoples War
which proved to be useful during the past may give us an option for preparing
ourselves to defend the sovereignty of the country under the dynamic leadership
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
Keywords: Total People’s War, War Fighting Capabilities and Demographic
Depth.
BANGABANDHU AND THE INCEPTION OF DEFENCE
DIPLOMACY: BANGLADESH PERSPECTIVE
Captain Mahmudul Haque Majumder, (L), NPP, afwc, psc, BN
The Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s enduring
contributions in the emergence of Bangladesh and multitudinous post-Liberation
War reformations are well discussed in scholarly parlance. However, what
remains mostly untold is his attachment to the genesis of defence diplomacy
in the Bangladesh context. In retrospect, Bangabandhu paved the way for
defence diplomacy that can be well-regarded as the inception for the Bangladesh
Armed Forces. Amidst the horrific post-Liberation War scenario and restoration
of a war-savaged state, Bangabandhu decided to send an army medical team
along with other aid for the Arab states during the 1973 Arab-Israeli War. The
consequence was far-reaching. It not only brought immediate recognition of the
newly-born Bangladesh by various Muslim countries but later, also led the way
for official recognition by Pakistan. The diplomatic relationship transcended the
political boundary and finally, facilitated establishing military ties with friendly
nations. His diplomatic démarche was an exhibition of the way military can
be used as an instrument of foreign policy in furthering the national interest
of Bangladesh. Besides, other factors that are credited to Bangabandhu acted
as catalysts in the application of defence diplomacy, such as the Constitution
of Bangladesh, Bangabandhu’s foreign policy principles, non-alignment policy,
consistency on a pro-people Armed Forces, personal relationship with world
leaders and the Defence Policy 1974. Since then, the Bangladesh Armed Forces
have been actively engaged in various diplomatic ventures augmenting the
country’s overall diplomatic efforts.
Keywords: Bangabandhu, Defence Diplomacy, Bangladesh Armed Forces.
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“The world is divided into two halves, the oppressed
and the oppressors. I am with the oppressed”.
-Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

THE LAST GLIMPSE AND A LITTLE
HOMAGE TO BANGABANDHU
Major General Jiban Kanai Das, ndu, psc (retd)
It was mid-1998 and I was Director of Supply and Transport (DST) at
Army Headquarters when the Chief of Army Staff Lieutenant General
Muhammad Mustafizur Rahman, BB called me in his office. All he wanted
me to do was to get renovated the old officers’ mess building at Shaheed
Bashar road to transform it into a museum. Since the building housed the
courtroom of State Vs Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and others are popularly
known as the Agartala Conspiracy Case, it should contain that historical
set-up and surrounding that a liberation war museum was to be built. Later,
he named that Bijoy Keton. In so doing, I had had the privilege of enlisting
the services of Major Salahuddin Miaji as project coordinator alongside
many others. About a year later, when the courtroom got its due shape,
we invited the surviving members of that case. We just wanted the finer
details checked and confirmed. They were very happy and satisfied with
our works. Colonel M Shamsul Alam (ex-Army Medical Corps and a coaccused of the said case in the rank of Captain) showed me his seat - only
a few chairs away from that of Bangabandhu. He narrated that just before
the commencement of the first session of the case, Bangabandhu called
in an attending journalist and told him, ‘look, they cannot keep me here
for more than six months and they have to release me’. The proceedings
of the case began in August 1968 and all the newspapers would report
entire details of the day’s proceedings faithfully. People slowly got restless
about this fictitious exercise. Day by day excitement and agitation began to
intensify, people started coming out to register their protests. The student
community spearheaded the movement to get their leader and others
implicated in this case out of this. Finally, the authorities were forced to
pay heed to this. Bangabandhu and others were let free and the case was
withdrawn on February 21, 1969. I was wondering all the while, how on
earth he could be so prophetic on a momentous case such as this one.
1

The Last Glimpse and a Little Homage to Bangabandhu

The 1965 Indo-Pak war saw the then East Pakistan left to itself - totally
defenceless and insecure. Immediately after the war, Bangabandhu
enunciated the Awami League’s 6-point formula in February 1966 in Lahore
- the politico - cultural centre of Pakistan. Going through the contents, the
junta retorted, it meant cessation from Pakistan and it would be answered
in the language of arms. They put all senior leaders of Awami League
behind the bar. The above mentioned case was thus instituted. Slowly yet
surely, the general people of East Pakistan began to grasp the essence of
this 6-point formula and found it to resonate with their own hopes, dream
and aspirations. In February 1966, Bangabandhu was only 45 years old. He
knew full well what would be the response from the ruling junta to come.
I marvel at his courage of conviction.
Following the withdrawal of the Agartala Conspiracy Case and the release
of all prisoners, the people of East Pakistan rightfully and deservedly
so, conferred upon their leader the title of Bangabandhu - the friend of
Bengal in a meeting held in the then Race-course ground on February
23, 1969. In that spring of 1969, I had had the opportunity of attending
a meeting in the open area of Bangla Academy where Bangabandhu was
the chief guest. Frankly speaking, it was not a political meeting per se, yet
it was largely attended. The speakers were seated in the centre under the
banyan tree and I was not very far. Bangabandhu came in a sparkling white
coloured pajama-panjabi dress. When his turn to speak came, he was at his
usual best - eloquent, forceful, having total command over the contents
and the crowd loving it all. Incidentally in his lifetime, that happened to be
the closest distance from which I could set my sight on him.
The War of Liberation 1971 began in right earnest on the night of March
25, 1971 when the people took up arms in response to urging by their
leader Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to resist the genocidal act
that the Pakistan military let loose on them and thus earn a victory. The
Pakistan military junta arrested Bangabandhu and took him away from
us to West Pakistan. Whether the war could have been better fought with
him being around with us is a matter of conjecture. But his slogan of
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Joy Bangla and continual running of the programme Bajrakantho from
Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendro never for a moment let us - the freedom
fighters - feel he was not with us. The resolve in us to secure quick victory
in the war began to intensify whenever we heard he was being tried for
treason and a grave was being dug for him. Hundreds and thousands of
freedom fighters - ill-fed, ill-clad and ill-equipped though, were highly
motivated and ever willing, all along, to give their best in response to the
clarion call given by the paramount leader.
The 2nd Bangladesh War Course with 70 members drawn from different
sectors was sent to Murti, India for their 14-week long pre-commissioned
training. It ended on February 05, 1972 and they were not commissioned
then. On arrival in the newly independent Bangladesh, these cadets were
posted to all 16 infantry regiments then existing as a stop-gap measure. The
authorities perhaps wanted to organise a befitting passing out parade - 1st
of its kind in independent Bangladesh. The Battle School was organised
at Dhaka cantonment and the date of passing out was fixed on August
05, 1972. It was planned that Bangabandhu would be the chief guest in
that event. That was not to be as Bangabandhu had to travel to London
to receive pressing medical treatment. On commission, I found myself in
Army Service Corps posted at Chattogram Cantonment. During my twoyear-long stay there, there were two occasions when Bangabandhu was to
pay a visit to the Chattogram Cantonment. Sadly, it didn’t ever materialise.
August 15, 1975 is a very tragic, traumatic day in the annals of our
Nation. Our great leader and Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman along with entire family members present were brutally
assassinated in the early hours of the day. I was a Captain then serving as
Officer Commanding, Bulk Inspection Unit (now Bulk Inspection Section)
under DST. This small unit was under the administrative control of Base
Supply Depot (BSD), located west of Army Headquarters. Captain M
Muqtadir Ali, my coursemate was serving in the 10 East Bengal Regiment
at Rajshahi. He came to Dhaka to face an interview for a course abroad.
He put up with me in my room (then Rupsha Building No 105) west of the
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road in 2nd E Bengal officers mess located in Bijoy Keton area. We came
to know of this tragic news as Muqtadir, after getting up from bed, was
habitually fiddling with the transistor radio that I had had.
This early morning shock and trauma totally overwhelmed us. Both of us
quickly moved to my office in BSD. There were confusion, apprehension,
shock and expressionless faces all around. At around 9 a.m., we could see
an open jeep carrying Major Dalim and Lieutenant Colonel Syed Faruqur
Rahman - coup leaders entering Army Headquarters with machine guns
mounted on it. Half an hour later they came out and went back towards
the city area. As martial law was declared by the usurpers, onion supply
to BSD by the supplier was stuck in the Lalbagh area of the city. The
commanding officer BSD ordered his deputy Major M Bazlul Karim to
go to the city and sort out the problem. As he was going out in a jeep,
he invited me to join. I did not know what to and not to do. I joined him
and so did my friend Muqtadir. The party also included a retired friend
of Major Karim - Captain K Habib e Rabbani. The city streets were
absolutely barren, people were anxious as much as confused. On our way
out at Ellen Bari, we met a group of army officers returning from the city
area having visited Dhanmondi Road 32 - the residence of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
We followed the road to the Shaheed Minar, then turned west via S M
Hall to the Lalbagh area. There we found the contractor at a loss what to
do with maintenance of the supply of onion. But then he was ready with
the stock to be delivered. We assured him that nobody would interfere
with his move and he should set out sooner. Having done the job quickly,
Major Bazlul Karim took Mirpur road to return. In the cross-section at
the eastern end of Road 32, he stopped and spotted Major Bazlul Huda,
one of the coup leaders and commander of the area. It was about 11 am.
In the course of discussion with Major Karim, Major Bazlul Huda was
narrating their story and at some point invited him (by extension all of us
in the group ) to have a look inside if we so desired.
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Captain Muqtadir and I had had absolutely no intention to respond but
refusal to do so might invite wrath, we just followed the others. What
we witnessed was absolute horror and much worse than what we feared.
Getting into the yard west of the building, we saw a car parked there.
We were told Colonel Jamil Ahmed, military secretary to the president,
responded to a distress call from Bangabandhu. He could not perhaps
figure out the scale and dimension of unfolding event. Ignited by the
burning soldierly instinct of responding to the senior’s call, he pressed
on, began arguing with the perpetrators en route who were guarding the
axis. They shot and killed him instantaneously, pushed the car into the
compound with the dead body in it.
We then moved inside the house from the western door to the reception
room located south west. Here we found the dead bodies of Captain Sheikh
Kamal (retd) and the police officer on duty. Everything was scattered,
smashed which indicated a huge volume of fire had been brought to
silence the two. On the way back, the bathroom door was opened to let
us see the dead body of Sheikh Abu Nasser. It was almost floating on
blood indicating cold-blooded murder using bullets as well as a bayonet.
As we began to move through the stairs to the 1st floor, we could witness
blood flowing down along the inner side of the stairs. One could easily
sense what would be the source – the fallen body of our great leader –
Bangabandhu. He wore, as always, white panjabi and lungi. Spectacles got
broken, yet it was kept on top of his unusually swollen stomach along with
pipe and Erinmore tobacco can. The butchers left nothing to chance as
they pumped innumerable bullets to gun him down.
Up on the floor, we saw two NEC television sets which had four legs – one
old (in use) and the other absolutely brand new – perhaps a gift to one of
the newly married sons. The shelves behind those were to contain gold
ornaments. By then, what was left here clearly indicated much more were
removed as they mostly wore vacant looks. The master bedroom in the
north west was left untouched except that the bed contained all the tobacco
pipes of Bangabandhu duly scattered. The body of Lieutenant Sheikh
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Jamal with eyes open and as if nothing had happened to him, was lying in
the northern end of the family living space whereas those of Sheikh Russel
and Begum Mujib were lying towards the southern side close to each other
as if the mother was still nursing the young lad. The bodies of the newly
married daughters-in law were lying in the east room. Major Bazlul Huda
continued with his narration of the horror stories. These family members
were killed mercilessly after Bangabandhu was gunned down. But nothing
really went into our head except realising what a great tragedy that had
befallen. We were horrified, totally shocked and dumb founded.
In the meanwhile, we could observe flies, insects and mosquitoes were
making their rounds all over the dead bodies. Captain Muqtadir and I felt,
come what may, these dead bodies now needed to be treated properly. Over
six hours had passed, there were perhaps a good number of visitors who
went by. Yet these bodies were left as they were. We also began to gauge
what could be the reactions on Major Huda and members of his group.
Right from the days of the War of Liberation 1971, we were trained and
taught to show proper respect to the dead bodies irrespective of the side
they belonged to. The Pakistan occupying army and their collaborators
never ever paid any such respect to any Bengali they killed and they killed
millions. In sharp contrast, we were committed to the Geneva Protocols.
We, therefore, concluded that we should follow the best tradition of our
beloved Bangladesh army. Lieutenant Sheikh Jamal was our comrade-inarms. As a test case, we decided to cover his dead body first and judge the
reaction of the killers. Earlier, we spotted clean and tidy bed sheets were
kept stacked in the racks along the southern wall of the master bedroom.
We brought out one and with a very heavy heart covered the body. Needless
to say, hardly have we exchanged any words between the two of us to do
what we did. Notably, we did not find any worthwhile unusual reactions in
the killers who appeared unrepentant all the while.
In continuation of what we did, faithfully we covered the dead bodies of
Sheikh Russel, his mother and two sisters-in-law one after another. More
than anything, we wanted momentary removal of the brutalities from our
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minds by doing what we did for we could not bear it any longer. Now the
big question facing us was what to do with the dead body of Bangabandhu.
Undaunted by any thought of potential consequences, we decided to go
ahead with our works. With all love, respect and humility that we could
marshal, we neatly placed another bed sheet to cover the body of our
fallen leader, stood in silence for a while. And we ventured no further.
Bangabandhu was no ordinary leader. Bangladesh could earn its freedom
because he was our leader who had had a very clear vision, unwavering
commitment to it, who treasured true love and abiding concern for his
people and their well-being. He could imbue in us – the freedom fighters
- a sense of purpose, commitment and dedication towards the realisation
of our just cause - freeing the country of the occupiers and aggressors.
The rest of the world knew him as a staunch supporter of the cause of
peace, freedom and emancipation of the down-trodden people of the
globe. Bangladesh was then a war-ravaged, totally devastated poor country
of the world. There was no money left in the central bank by surrendering
the Pakistan administration. The industrial production came to a standstill
and agricultural output suffered hugely. Dhaka was the capital of a
province; it needed to be upgraded to that of the national capital. The
new government had to undertake huge tasks of rebuilding the country.
Recognition by other countries was needed as much as the need for aids
and relief materials. Infrastructures were to be rehabilitated first and
then new projects were to be taken. Institutions, laws, rules, systems and
procedures were put in place at a very fast pace. Defence forces were no
exceptions. Defence policy was framed, a small yet professional armed
forces was raised and equipped with whatever meagre resources that could
be marshalled. A balanced, forward looking and pro-people administration
was being set up. At any rate, it was a gigantic mobilisation of efforts,
ideas, skills, initiatives and resources.
At the international level, Bangabandhu could generate sufficient goodwill,
respect and support for his people in any forums of world leaders where he
was in. He was indeed the embodiment of Bangladesh; Bangabandhu and
7

The Last Glimpse and a Little Homage to Bangabandhu

Bangladesh became synonymous. Just when he was putting the wheels of
progress of this nation on its rails, these assassins struck. Simultaneously,
they gunned down some other family members of Bangabandhu elsewhere
seemingly to eliminate the larger Sheikh family. It was brutal, merciless
and vengeful to say the least.
To someone what we did might appear to be not a very big deal. Indeed it
was not; but in the circumstances, we were in, something we felt needed
to be done and we did just that. Both of us understood this could be
our last respect to the leader and the rest of the family members. This
scenario continues to haunt us even today - 46 years later, perhaps till we
pass away. Sadly, my friend Major M Muqtadir Ali died on August 20, 2021.
None of us, if ever, made any attempt to share our traumatic experiences
with anyone. It had been an unparalleled national tragedy and the grateful
nation particularly the new generation, we felt, needed to know some of it.
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“I would like to say categorically and unequivocally
that, our country will be a democratic, secular and
socialist country. In this country, the laborers, peasants,
Hindus, and Muslim all will be living in peace and
harmony”.
-Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

BANGABANDHU’S AESTHETIC
LEADERSHIP
Dr. Atiur Rahman
Bangabandhu’s leadership style was both aesthetic and transformational.
His very look, behavior and actions had a sense of beauty and compassion.
Thus, he could invigorate his followers and his co-leaders. They were
attracted to his charismatic leadership and remained emotionally engaged
with the changes he promised. Like exceptional leaders, he could inspire
and instill dreams in the mindset of his fellow leaders and followers.
His quality of aestheticism was deeply rooted among his followers and
admirers. Aesthetic Bangabandhu was a sensation rooted deep into their
minds, which became further entrenched after his tragic earthly departure.
In fact, he has transcended into a symbolic national icon. The very concept
of Bengali nationalism was consolidated with the growth of his leadership
and his emotional journey with his people, for whom he remains a
lighthouse of hope and aspirations.
Rabindranath Tagore in his essay on ‘Swadeshi Samaj’ (the indigenous
society) was looking for a leader who would become the point of reference
for the people in times of both struggle and prosperity. Fortunately, there
came Sheikh Mujib turned into Bangabandhu, providing a dream of
freedom to his people who had been subjugated by the tyranny, oppression,
and occupation of colonial and neo-colonial rulers for centuries.
His transformational leadership was more of an art than science. As B.M.
Bass (1990) stipulates, when a leader fosters an environment of trust, his
followers undergo a transformation of their personal values to support the
vision and goals of the organization. Bangabandhu too became a symbol
of such a brand of leadership. He became a role model to his followers
for his compassion for them and his insistence on empowering them by
delegating responsibilities. He truly believed in co-leadership.
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Bangabandhu was able to create charismatic influence, inspirational
motivation, and intellectual stimulation among his followers to forge a
kind of unity that cemented the concept of community culminating into
nationhood. In the process, his style of leadership developed into a finer
aesthetic quality. Just like paintings, music and writing, his leadership
demonstrated artistic expressions of beauty and happiness. Whatever gives
people joy, as well as a signal to rise above self-interest, hovers around the
domain of aesthetics. According to Rabindranath Tagore, art highlights
whatever is beautiful around us. Artists separate and strain the beauty from
reality (‘Chinnapatrabali’ (Letters by Tagore), Letter-131). If we consider it
the basis of aestheticism, Bangabandhu surely was an artist par excellence:
a poet of politics, the prime narrator of his time, a living legend. His
aesthetic leadership postures manifested in the gestures of his hands and his
index finger, his poetic yet thunderous words, amiable behavior, and most
importantly the timeless speeches that came from his heart. His speech on
7th March 1971 manifested the highest order of artistic expression. All the
anger, sorrow, happiness, pain, shame, obstinacy, ego, restraint, resistance,
and determination of the Bengalis as a nation resonated like an orchestra
in his thundering voice that day. Naturally, UNESCO has recognized this
speech as part of the world’s documentary heritage.
Bangabandhu’s entire life was a revelation of aestheticism. There was
an artistic touch in his way of walking, behavior, clothes, personality,
communication, and relationships with others. He was instinctively artistic.
Distinct. Not surprisingly, Loren Jenkins had called Bangabandhu the
‘Poet of Politics’ in his article in the Newsweek following the speech of
7th March in 1971.
According to the great philosopher Aristotle there is ultimately no
distinction between politics and art. Just like politics, art also reflects a
person’s entire lived experience (Nandi, 1979). Artists bring politics
into their art and Bangabandhu brought art into his politics. What were
Mujib’s multidimensional qualities of aesthetic personality and charismatic
leadership? To know more about his leadership qualities, we interviewed a
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select group of intellectuals and artists who were very close to Bangabandhu
(Atiur, 2020). They too have been doyens in their own fields.
Distinguished playwright Syed Hasan Imam knew Bangabandhu since he
was fifteen years old. According to him, “Bangabandhu symbolized all
our thoughts and hopes. I don’t think anyone had ever shown affection
to Gandhi ji, Lenin, or Marx by touching their cheeks. But during the
famine in ’74, we collected some money to give the same to Bangabandhu.
We took with us this poor lady, but amazing actress called ‘Rahima Khala
(auntie)’ to hand over the money to him. Bangabandhu received the money
and Rahima Khala touched his cheeks and said, ‘May Allah give you a
long life.’ I don’t think any other leader has received this kind of love and
affection. The primary trait of Bangabandhu’s leadership was that he could
always be one with his people. He had no pretension. He was just like one
of us. He left many such examples. Humanity played an important role in
his leadership. Another thing that was unique to him was his indomitable
courage. He was never afraid of death.”
Eminent journalist Abdul Gaffar Chowdhury was simply adored by
Bangabandhu. He has written many essays, articles, and memoirs about
Bangabandhu. While speaking on Bangabandhu’s aesthetics, he quoted
British columnist Cyril Dunne and said, “He was such a leader who could
mesmerize the people with his thunder-like voice. It was not just his voice;
he even had a massive figure. He was a true Bengali by race, language,
behavior, and figure. He was also very amicable. He was not rude even to
his enemies. He treated them like a friend. This was a great quality of his
leadership.”
We have lost many dear ones during the times of Covid-19. National
Professor Anisuzzaman, folklore expert Dr. Shamsuzzaman Khan and
cultural activist Mr. Kamal Lohani have fallen victims to Covid-19. We had
also interviewed them about Bangabandhu’s aesthetic qualities between
December 2019 and February 2020. I remember meeting Professor
Anisuzzaman in his Gulshan residence on a winter morning. I can vividly
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remember him sitting wrapped in a shawl. When Professor Anisuzzaman
was speaking about his favorite personality it felt almost dreamlike.
It seemed as if the senior professor had come out from the pages of
a novel to speak about a hero of his time. Professor Anisuzzaman said
that Bangabandhu loved listening to songs written by Nazrul Islam and
Rabindranath Tagore. He would hum their songs and use the lyrics in
his speeches as well. He was especially enchanted by legendary folk artist
Abbas Uddin’s songs. Bangabandhu wrote in his autobiography that Abbas
Uddin’s songs were like the image that came to mind when the wind blew
over a river. In his ‘Unfinished Memoirs’, Bangabandhu also wrote about
his Delhi and Agra visit and the architecture there that mesmerized him.
He also described his fascination in detail. We can surely understand from
his description that he had a deep sense of aesthetics. He noticed not
only the practical side of the structures but also their beauty. He used his
aesthetic sense in all fields of his life. Since he was a politician, aestheticism
found its way into his transformational leadership as well.
Eminent journalist, cultural personality and socialist intellectual Kamal
Lohani spent three and a half months in prison with Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman in 1962. Mr. Lohani was full of life. He was youthful
even after growing old. His voice and memories were still crisp. Speaking
about the Father of the Nation made him even more youthful. He told
us many things about Bangabandhu’s leadership, aesthetics, and overall
personality. While describing his aesthetic leadership, Kamal Lohani
said, “First of all, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was himself an
aesthetic character and a kind of aesthetic personality was also noticeable
in his physical appearance and clothing. The Bengali heritage was hundred
percent there in him and he also had many humane sides to him. Since
his childhood, Bangabandhu had a friendly personality. Politically he was
a very acceptable figure. By acceptable, I mean that he was accepted by
the masses. The reason for this was that his speeches and promises were
not empty words. This captivated the people immensely. If we look at it
from the aspect of language, we see that he used very simple words. This
allowed him to reach the people faster. We can call this another aesthetic
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side of his personality. If we consider it objectively, he was especially
drawn to Bengali culture, literature, poetry, and plays. Many may think
why was Sheikh Mujib interested in film while being a political figure?
He had established the Film Development Corporation as a Minister of
Industry in the provincial government in late the 1950s when the industry
was still in infancy in East Bengal. He would ask, “Why can’t Bengalis
make films?” After Mujib’s intervention, people started to think of films
as an art for the masses. He supported the film industry. The support he
gave to artist Zainul Abedin during the establishment of Sonargaon Folk
Museum also showed a brighter side of his consciousness and it was only
possible because of his aesthetic sense. Very few political leaders in the
world were seen to have integrated politics and culture like this.”
We also lost folklore expert Dr. Shamsuzzaman Khan during the COVID-19
crisis. We interviewed him around the end of 2019. He would sit beside
Pathak Shamabesh Kendra sometimes. I can still remember that afternoon
clearly, how passionate Dr. Khan was about Bangabandhu. He was, of
course, deeply involved in research on Bangabandhu. While speaking about
Bangabandhu Dr. Shamsuzzaman Khan said, “I first saw Bangabandhu
in 1956. He was going towards Chawk Bazar from Sadarghat leading a
hunger march. I saw him for the second time again in 1956. He was then a
Minister. When Sheikh Mujib first came to the party office after becoming
the Minister I was standing near the Mullik Brothers at Sadarghat that day.
He got off from the ministerial car there. There were hawker stores on
the road. A crowd was formed at Bangabandhu’s arrival. He got off the
car and started to walk from there. The police hurried over and created
a security barricade for him. He raised his hand and said, ‘Move away,
I do not need security.’ He walked towards the office with many people
following him. He wore a pure white Sherwani on that day. The tall and
handsome man looked very fascinating. It felt like if a person isn’t like this,
he isn’t suited to be a leader.” I could only share the words of a few of the
intellects on aesthetic Bangabandhu in this limited space. I have in store
many more interviews which I hope to use in my forthcoming book (to be
published by Bangla Academy) on this issue of aesthetics.
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The book will talk more in-depth about Sheikh Mujib’s contributions
to and love for art and literature. That Bangabandhu was enmeshed in
the cultural personality of the emerging Bengali nationalism was clearly
visible in his speech on February 15, 1971 at the Bangla Academy. He said
(Hossain, 2021), “The language movement of 1952 was not only for the
language, but it was also deeply connected with the aspirations of Bengalis
for the economic, social and cultural emancipation. … The language can
flourish in a free environment. One cannot bring any change to a language
sitting in a room. It is like a meandering river that finds its way all by itself.
… I will urge the intellects to boldly come forward to create literature
based on the struggles for the rights of the deprived. None will have the
guts to obstruct you in this endeavor of yours. … Our slogan ‘Joy Bangla’
embodies the urge of political, economic and cultural freedom of our
people.” These few words vividly demonstrate his commitment to art and
culture in addition to his political aspirations.
Besides these cultural traits, his down to earth politics is equally fascinating.
According to Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina who has seen him from very
close proximity as a daughter (Sheikh Hasina, 2018), “Not just for us
(Bangladeshis), this speech (historic speech of 07 March 1971) is a source of
inspiration for all the people of the globe aspiring for freedom”. No doubt
that 74% of the contemporary youths think of the historic 7th March,1971
speech whenever they hear the name of Bangabandhu, according to an
online survey of more than 800 youths by Unnayan Shamannay in late
2019. Another 65% think that independence and Bangabandhu are
synonymous. When we asked the youths, what made Bangabandhu so
special, 81% of the respondents believed that his leadership qualities and
compassion for the people made him acceptable to all. In addition, 73%
believed that his uncompromising attitude earned him the respect from
all. Seventy two percent thought that his selflessness and deeply caring
attitude to the people won everyone’s heart.
There are many fathers of the nations in the world. But Bangabandhu stood
out among many for several leadership qualities. Professor James Manor
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gave a speech on ‘Understanding Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’
at SOAS, University of London on April 10, 2018 and opined (Professor
James Manor, 2018) that he was a true secular leader and not an ‘ethnic
nationalist.’ This was demonstrated vividly when he decided to drop the
word ‘Muslim’ from the name of his party ‘East Pakistan Awami Muslim
League.’ According to Professor Manor he emphasized more on building
organization at the grassroots and, therefore, could leave the position of a
Minister to retain his position as the Secretary of the party. Bangabandhu,
according to Professor Manor, was also a flexible negotiator and not at all
a ‘hot headed’ agitator. He did never hesitate to meet President Yahia and
Mr. Bhutto for dialogues knowing fully that they were conspiring against
him and his party. This made him a great democratic leader who was
willing to overcome the crisis through negotiation without compromising
his principled stance on the interest of his people.
Bangabandhu was a born leader which was visible during his school and
college days. He also led the Language Movement as soon as he entered
the Law Department of Dhaka University. He was put to jail for his
uncompromising stance on the sanctity of the Bengali as a language. Even
as a young leader he was eager to learn from the pro-people outcomes
of the Chinese Revolution when he visited Peking (now Beijing) as early
as in 1952. This becomes clear from his own words (Rahman, 2021),” …
I, however, (during my visit to post-revolution China) was not interested
to visit historic ruins. Because I wanted to learn about their agricultural
development, the transformation of education system, development of
the living standards of their common people.”
Apparently, he was preparing himself for assuming the statesmanship
from an early age. However, he remained a people’s man throughout
his political career. His politics was focused on realizing the rights of
the marginalized. He believed in building up the movement gradually.
He was not an adventurist. Neither he jumped into a movement. He
preferred to move slowly and steadily. When authorities did not respond
to his demands, he led political movements to realize people’s rights.
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And when political movements were foiled, he started building up the
struggle for independence. He never thought of a unilateral declaration
of independence. He went for a non-cooperation movement to gradually
prepare for the war of liberation which was formally initiated by him
following the formal declaration of independence in the early hours of
March 26, 1971 in the background of genocide by the Pakistan army. He
was immediately captured by the Pakistan army and taken to jail while
the war of liberation of Bangladesh started in full swing with massive
participation of the freedom loving people of the country.
Figure: Bangladesh’s per capita income (USD) between 1972 and 1977

Source: Abul Kashem, 2018
Bangabandhu returned to his liberated Bangladesh on January 10, 1972
and started a new war of economic freedom to reconstruct the war-torn
infrastructures and rehabilitate more than ten million refugees who left their
homes just for securing their lives. This fight from ashes to prosperity was
equally fascinating where he demonstrated his strong and compassionate
leadership with virtually nothing in his hands. The economic turnaround
was simply amazing taking the country to a position where the per capita
income rose (Kashem, 2018) to 273 USD in 1975 from that of only 93
USD in 1972. The other economic and social indicators of development
were also showing positive gains. He could do this as he was focused on a
planned approach to balanced development where he put equal emphasis
on both agriculture and industrial growth following his indigenous strategy.
The preparation of the rights-based constitution in less than a year also
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indicated his farsighted leadership style. The focused policy attention on
food self-sufficiency, population control and widespread primary education
laid the foundation of his inclusive development strategy.
However, this consistent inclusive development journey of Bangabandhu
was suddenly cut short by a group of traitors when he and his near ones
were killed on August 15, 1975. The country was stagnating and clueless
for about two decades until Bangabandhu’s daughter took charge of
the country and put back it on to the track of inclusive development in
1996 which lasted for only five years. Since then, her political journey
was also highly challenging and had to struggle a lot for bringing the
country to the highway of development after winning the general election
comprehensively in 2008. Bangladesh has been moving on confidently
despite many challenges including climate change and the pandemic.
To conclude, Bangladesh has been benefiting from the legacy of a
transformational leadership of Bangabandhu who had the capacity of
transforming challenges into opportunities. The major traits that made
Bangabandhu a great leader included:
•

He could generate a lot of emotions that encouraged people to struggle
for decades.

•

He could develop co-leaders who were mentored by him and eventually
they oversaw the war of liberation.

•

He could maximize engagement and reached the people from all walks
of life in liberating and reconstructing the country.

•

He had long-term vision through which he dreamt of a prosperous
Bangladesh (Sonar Bangla) emphasizing on long-term planning for
people-centric transformation of Bangladesh.

On all counts ordinary people were at the center of his dream. He was,
therefore, always chasing a dream for poverty and hunger free Bangladesh.
In his own words (Khan, 2018): “What do I want? I want the people of
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Bengal be adequately fed. What do I want? I want that Bengal’s youth get
employed. What do I want? I want the people of Bengal be happy. What
do I want? I want these people smile and move freely.” (Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s speech at Rajshahi Madrasa Maidan, 09 May
1972).
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BANGABANDHU: AN ETERNAL
CONSCIOUSNESS FOR HUMAN FREEDOM
Ambassador A K M Atiqur Rahman, ndc (retired)
Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is the Architect
of Bangladesh. The reality is that- if there was no Bangabandhu, we could
not have a country named Bangladesh. It was he, who started his fight for
the realisation of the rights of the suppressed people of this land since
the creation of Pakistan and that fight finally ended through the creation
of an independent country Bangladesh after nine months’ bloodiest war
of liberation in 1971. It was Sheikh Mujib who made the clarion call for
the independence of this Bengali nation to make it free from the hands
of the Pakistani oppressor rulers. However, similarly, he did never keep
himself quiet and aloof in raising his voice for the oppressed people of the
world irrespective of region, language, caste or creed. In fact, he was the
thundering voice for the freedom and self-determination of the oppressed,
exploited and suppressed human beings staying in any part of the world.
Bangabandhu did not think about the welfare of his own people only, but
he felt the woes and miseries of the oppressed people who were fighting for
their existence and survival. On several occasions, including international
conferences and bilateral discourses, he used to say that the world was
divided into two halves- the oppressors and the oppressed and he was
with the oppressed. His philosophy did never allow him to compromise
on this issue. Bangabandhu never forgot to raise his voice when any
kind of oppression came to his notice, whether it was apartheid, foreign
occupation, violation of human rights or any deprivation and exploitation.
He, with his entire boldness, stood against the apartheid in Africa, foreign
occupation in Asia, Africa and Latin America. Bangabandhu was so much
attached with the Palestinians that he never missed, in his deliberations, to
express his solidarity with the people of Palestine whose homeland was
occupied by Israel.
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There were hundreds of events, both national and international, in where
Bangabandhu had raised his uncompromised voice for freedom and selfdetermination of the oppressed people of the entire globe. His role was
not only confined to raising his voice, but he had made his interventions
to convince other world leaders for the freedom and justice of those
suppressed people. Such an unbounded courageous leader who dared to
speak for the oppressed, exploited or rights-deprived people of the world
had always been rare on this earth. We, the people of Bangladesh, were
lucky to have a leader of that standing.
We know that Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, on his way back
home from London after his release from a Pakistani prison, had a stopover in New Delhi on 10 January 1972. While addressing a public gathering
organised there in Bangabandhu’s honour, Indian President Mr. V. V. Giri,
defined Bangabandhu as the visible symbol of the eternal consciousness
of suffering and sacrifice for human liberation and human freedom.
Undoubtedly, Mr. Giri defined Bangabandhu with such words that he
actually wore. He was the soul of Bangladesh, the beloved leader of the
Bengali people, the Bangabandhu, the Father of the Nation. He did not
only fight for the Bangalees or Bangladesh, but for freedom, justice and
peace of the oppressed people of the world and declared his solidarity in
their struggle for the realisation of peace and freedom. The unequivocal
voice raised by Bangabandhu as one of the most passionate and fearless
advocates for the freedom-deprived people of the world still roams around.
Bangabandhu, like the peace-loving people of the world, including the
USA, was worried about the situation that prevailed in Vietnam. On
29 April 1972, he said that foreign troops should be withdrawn from
Vietnamese soil immediately. He said the people of Vietnam should be
allowed to decide their destiny.
When the Joliot-Curie Gold Medal for Peace was physically handed over
to Bangabandhu on 23 May 1973 at the inaugural ceremony of the Asian
Peace Conference held in Dhaka, Bangabandhu said, “We want the money
being spent for an arms race to be diverted for the welfare of the poor
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people throughout the world. Then the task of eliminating the curse of
poverty from the world will be much easier. We, as the citizens of the world,
seek the friendship of all the countries and nations of the world for the
welfare of all the exploited and oppressed people of the world instead of
all kinds of arms races. We believe in the principles of friendship towards
all, malice towards none and peaceful co-existence.” (Morning News, May
24, 1973).
He wholeheartedly supported the just struggle of the freedom-seeking
people of the world, whether that struggle was in Africa, Latin America
or Asia. Bangabandhu mentioned in his speech, “That is why we have
extended unwavering support to all anti-colonial struggles in the world,
including Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Angola, Mozambique, and GuineaBissau. We express our grief at the illegal occupation of the Arab territories
by Israel. We unequivocally condemn the racist policies in all parts of the
world, including South Africa. We support any great effort for world peace,
disarmament and human welfare.” (Morning News, May 24, 1973) While
supporting the people, no matter which part of the world they belonged,
who were oppressed, suppressed, exploited and fighting for peace and selfdetermination, Bangabandhu said, “We want peace to reign in every part
of the globe. We want it to consolidate.” (Morning News, May 24, 1973).
On 15 July 1973, in protest of the brutal killing of 400 villagers, including
women and children, in a village in Mozambique by the Portuguese army,
Bangladesh, as instructed by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
strongly had condemned the genocide. The condemnation said that the
colonialist powers wanted to suppress the freedom-loving people by
carrying out such brutal activities. It had also mentioned that Bangladesh
would always support the heroic people of Africa and other countries of
the world, who were struggling for freedom by untying the colonial chain.
During his visit to Yugoslavia, Bangabandhu, in an interview with a local
TV channel on 27 July 1973, had said that the tension could be reduced
not only in Asia but in the whole world if superpowers had stopped the
armament race and utilised their resources for the well-being of the people
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of developing nations. The leader of the suppressed people also said that
the world was divided into two- the exploiters and the exploited, and he
observed that unless there was any development to stop the exploitation,
peace would not be established in the world (Bangladesh Observer, July
29, 1973).
Bangabandhu, in his address at the Commonwealth Heads of Government
meeting held in Ottawa in August 1973, spoke on various problems scattered
around the world and sought the intervention of the Commonwealth
leaders in a concerted manner to support the just struggle of the oppressed
people against colonialism as well as to stand against racial discrimination
and violation of human rights. He said, “There remain, however, areas of
the world which should be a source of concern for us. Until there is strict
implementation of the Paris Peace Accord on Vietnam and the stoppage
of bombing in Cambodia, prospects of peace in South East Asia will
remain unreal. We believe that the aspiration to establish South East Asia
and the Indian Ocean as Zones of Peace is widely shared by the people of
the region. That represents an enlightened approach to eliminating sources
of tension and conflict from these areas. The continued occupation of
Arab territories and the denial of the legitimate rights of the Arab people,
and the people of Palestine is a threat to peace and urgently demand a just
solution. Those who even today are struggling to vindicate their right to
self-determination and their basic human rights in South Africa, Rhodesia,
Namibia, Angola, Mozambique and other parts of Africa against the
forces of colonialism and racialism must have support from all those who
value human freedom.” (Bangladesh Documents, Vol. 2, No. 1. Page-13).
At that meeting, Bangabandhu also urged the world leaders to condemn
the recent massacres in Mozambique. He said “We would strongly urge
more effective implementation of sanctions against Rhodesia. The
Commonwealth must remain a forum through which opinion may be
mobilised and action may be concerted against racial discrimination and
violation of human rights.” (Bangladesh Documents, Vol. 2, No. 1. Page13).
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Bangabandhu, at the NAM Summit held in Algiers in September 1973, had
said that the upsurge in support of the principle of non-alignment at the end
of the twentieth century was very significant, though it had suffered from the
ravages of the cruellst and most destructive wars in history. He said that it had
also witnessed the emergence of the toiling masses on the stage of history.
As the principles of non-alignment reflected the most basic aspirations of
the common man, Bangabandhu said, “This is why we have embodied these
principles in our Constitution and are committed by the Constitution to support
the just struggle of the oppressed people against colonialism, imperialism and
racism throughout the world. I consider it important to affirm that the term
‘3rd World’ tends to obscure the basic reality that the world is divided between
those who are the oppressors and those who are the oppressed; those who
support and aid the oppressors and those who support and aid the oppressed.
I would like to make it very clear that what we stand for is the solidarity of
the progressive forces of the world – that is for those who are oppressed and
those who stand by them in their just struggle for liberation from oppression.”
(Bangladesh Documents, Vol. 2, No. 1. Page-18).
The Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman further
said that men and women, all over the world, wanted to live in peace
with freedom and dignity; and nations would guide their destiny where
there would not be any exploitation and domination. He pointed out that
to realise these aspirations, they had to struggle relentlessly against the
forces of exploitation and millions of lives had to be sacrificed in the
revolutionary wars against colonialism, imperialism and racism. He said,
“Let us not forget that the brave and eloquent words that are contained
in the Declaration and Resolutions that have been adopted at earlier
conferences, would remain hollow-words, but for the fact that they have
been written with the blood of those who were prepared to die for them.
When we talk today of ‘action programmes’, when we talk of implementing
the principles of non-alignment, we should realise that it calls for a total
commitment on our part, and a readiness to sacrifice narrow interests
in order to attain what we regard to be the greater good of humanity.”
(Bangladesh Documents, Vol. 2, No. 1. Page-18).
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At the Summit, Bangabandhu mentioned a number of issues that demand
a justified solution, like the illegal occupation of Arab lands by Israel;
the fundamental rights of the Palestinians; the struggles for liberation
in Angola, Mozambique, Namibia, Guinea Bissau, in Latin America and
other parts of the world; apartheid in South Africa and the realisation of
aspirations of the people of Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos. He said, “Let
this Conference unequivocally pledge its positive support to those who are
struggling for national liberation and for their realisation of their legitimate
rights in Africa, Asia and Latin America.” (Bangladesh Documents, Vol. 2,
No. 1. Page-18).
In his message on the occasion of the World Congress of Peace Forces
held in Moscow in October 1973, Bangabandhu echoed the same
sentiments he had always kept in his mind for the oppressed people of
the world, “At a time when people in different parts of the world are
struggling against imperialism, colonialism and racialism and are striving
for political and economic emancipation, such a Congress cannot but
strengthening and inspire all those committed to the cause of world peace.
… Our solidarity with the Arab countries who have recently fallen victims
of Israeli aggression and who are valiantly fighting for the liberation of
their occupied territories, our support for the oppressed peoples of Asia,
Africa and Latin America and for those struggling for national liberation
in Angola, Mozambique, Namibia and other parts of the world are the
positive expressions of this policy.” (Bangladesh Documents, Vol. 2, No.
2. Page-7).
Yugoslav President Mr. Josip Broz Tito, one of the great leaders of that
time, was a close friend of Bangabandhu and Bangladesh. President Tito,
while visiting Bangladesh in January 1974, Bangabandhu hosted a banquet
in his honour and in that banquet Bangabandhu said, “We reaffirm our
solidarity with you in your support for the just struggle against colonialism,
imperialism and racialism throughout the world, and in urging an end to
the arms race so that valuable resources can be diverted for the benefit of
suffering humanity.” (Bangladesh Documents, Vol. 2, No. 3. Page-13).
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We know that immediately after Pakistan recognised Bangladesh,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman flew to Pakistan to attend the
Islamic Summit held in Lahore on 24 February 1974. At the meeting, he
said, “Never before have the people of the world stood on the threshold,
on the one hand, of awesome dangers, and the others, vast creative
possibilities for the improvement of their quality of life. Man has acquired
greater material power than he has ever enjoyed before. He has acquired
the capacity to destroy the world. We have seen in our times how much
power has been used to make war, to oppress people, to deny to them
their legitimate rights and to inflict untold sufferings as exemplified by the
agonies of our Palestine brothers.” (Bangladesh Documents, Vol. 2, No.
3. Page-21).
The thunder-voice of the leader of the freedom-loving people of the world,
Bangabandhu further said, “That is why we need today to get our wisdom
than ever before to harness this power, not to destroy, but to create; not
to make war, but to build peace; not to aggravate human sufferings, but to
advance human welfare.” (Bangladesh Documents, Vol. 2, No. 3. Page-21).
At the UN General Assembly in September 1974, Bangabandhu said
that the right of self-determination which the United Nations Charter
had promised could only be redeemed through the supreme sacrifice of
millions of valiant fighters for freedom in Asia, Africa and Latin America.
He mentioned the struggle continued against the illegal occupation of
territory by aggression, against the use of force to negate the legitimate
rights of the people, against the practice of racial discrimination and
apartheid. About the injustice and oppression that persisted in many parts
of the world, Bangabandhu said, “Our Arab brothers are still fighting for
the complete vacation of all illegally occupied territories and the legitimate
national rights of the people of Palestine have yet to be restored. The
process of decolonization, though greatly advanced, has yet to reach its
ultimate goal. This is particularly true in Africa. The people of Zimbabwe
(Southern Rhodesia) and Namibia in the region are still engaged in a
grim struggle for freedom and national liberation. Apartheid, which this
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Assembly has repeatedly declared to be a crime against humanity, continues
to outrage the conscience of man.” (Morning News, September 26, 1974).
In his banquet speech hosted in honour of the German Democratic
Republic (GDR) Prime Minister Mr. Horst Sindermann during the latter’s
visit to Bangladesh in November 1974, Bangabandhu expressed his firm
belief that no enduring peace in the world could be achieved unless it was
based on justice and until all peoples had realised their inalienable right
of political freedom and economic emancipation. He further said, “We
have welcomed the efforts directed towards the promotion of detente and
the laudable efforts aimed at building a structure of peace in Europe. We
appreciate the contribution made by the German Democratic Republic in
bringing about closer relations with other countries, particularly with the
neighbouring ones. Enduring peace in the Middle East can only be attained
through redressing historical injustices so that all Arab territories illegally
held by Israel and the legitimate rights of the Arab people of Palestine
are restored. I would like to avail of this opportunity to reaffirm our solid
support to the just Arab cause, to the cause of the people of Palestine
and to the people of Asia, Africa and Latin America who are struggling
for self-determination and national independence.” (Bangladesh Observer,
November 28, 1974)
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman attended the 20th Summit of
the Commonwealth held in Kingston, Jamaica in 1975. Reiterating
Bangladesh’s unwavering support for the liberation struggle of the African
brethren, Bangabandhu offered his trained freedom fighters to work in the
training camps of the freedom fighters in Zambia and Namibia. He agreed
with Tanzania’s President Nyerere on their preparation for war even while
President Nyerere was in talks for a peaceful solution. Bangabandhu urged
the members of the Commonwealth to fully support the African strategy
for South Africa and to approve the Darussalam Declaration. (Bangladesh
Observer, May 3, 1975).
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Bangabandhu underscored the need for strengthening sanctions against
the minority government and declared that Bangladesh firmly imposed a
full ban on trade relations with Rhodesia and South Africa. He announced
his country’s solidarity with the Africans engaged in their just struggle
to eliminate the oppression of racism and apartheid from South Africa
and to earn independence. He assured the African leaders attending the
conference that they could be sure of the support of the 75 million people
of Bangladesh in their rightful struggle. He also announced Bangladesh’s
unwavering support for the efforts to reduce power conflicts in different
parts of the world. (Bangladesh Observer, May 3, 1975).
We can also observe that whether it was an incoming VVIP visit or
Bangabandhu’s foreign visits, bilateral or multilateral, Bangabandhu’s
deliberations always contained the words of his mind, his full support
to those people who had been struggling for freedom and independence
from the colonial and racist domination, the elimination of all forms of
colonialism and racial discrimination, the realisation of the legitimate
rights of the Palestinians and complete withdrawal of Israeli forces from
the occupied Arab territories.
His intense desire was to eliminate the arms race from the world, to free
people from the curse of poverty, and to establish a society free from
all kinds of oppressions and exploitations. In fact, it was the dream of
Bangabandhu to establish such a world society where not a single person
would be oppressed or exploited in any way, people would live here
with freedom, respect and dignity. There would not be any oppression,
apartheid, racism or colonialism in any place on the globe.
That dream of Bangabandhu remains dream to us also. Violence among
peoples are continuing, peoples are still dying either for starvation or in
war. That means people all over the world are still suffering from hunger,
poverty or conflicts. Even, they are becoming the targets of devastating
weapons. The people of Palestine have not yet established their rights
to self-determination. Conflicts and inequalities in society, caste or creed
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persist. Power-hungry people do not listen to the oppressed people’s cry.
Seeds of unrest are constantly being sown in many parts of the world. If
Bangabandhu could have been survived, it could be difficult for him to
remain silent. He had never thought to see the world of today.
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BANGBANDHU’S “PEACE PHILOSOPHY”
AND MY GOAL OF “NO WAR AFTER 2040”:
A BEAUTIFUL WORLD WITHOUT WAR – A
REALITY OR UTOPIA?
Brigadier General Abdullah Al Mamun, SPP, ndc, psc, G
“When I started believing in 2010 that without War, a beautiful world is possible,
many of my superiors termed it as utopia. After reading my article of my first book
in 2013, some of my colleagues cautioned me that the concept of Anti-War might
incur my death. I smiled and feared a bit not for my death, but for the useless thought
I had. In 2021, as a soldier I firmly believe that “WAR IS NOW USELESS”.
Obviously, I have to die one day.
-Author

Introduction
Above mentioned statement possibly generates hope to the peace-loving
people of the world and fear among those who benefits from the war.
People of Bangladesh are peace loving. They were ruled by many dynasties
and entities including Great Britain and Pakistan. There liberation in 1971
through a nine-month Independence War by the people of all walks of
lives may be termed very costly one. Father of the Nation of Bangladesh
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman stated in United Nations (UN)
on 25 September 1974 for peace and global stability. He said, “Peace
is an imperative for the survival of mankind. It represents the deepest
aspirations of men and women throughout the world. Peace to endure,
however, must be based upon justice.” Honourable Prime Minister (HPM)
Sheikh Hasina on 25 September 2021 in the 76th General Assembly echoed
with her father on peace. HPM of Bangladesh said, “We firmly believe that
the ultimate guarantee of international peace and security lies in the total
elimination of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction.”
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She also urged the world leaders to demonstrate their capabilities to work
and act together on global common issues and produce space for new
partnerships and solutions. She opined those solutions should commence
the UN Headquarters where the member states both should rise above
narrow political interests from regional and global platform.
Figure 1: Pictures of the Important speeches of Father of the Nation
of Bangladesh and his daughter-HPM of Bangladesh on Peace

The “Peace Philosophy” of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
his daughter - the HPM of Bangladesh included three distinct areas like
peace, humanity, survival of mankind, aspiration of men and women
(democracy) and justice. World experienced two World Wars in the past
century and limited wars in Europe, Africa and Asia. Interestingly the
decision makers of the wars fought those on others’ grounds as historians,
academicians concluded. A book titled “Who Benefits from Global
Violence and War: Uncovering A Destructive System” written by Marc
Pilisuk first convinced the author in 2010 to believe that “No War” is
possible. With that conviction he published his first book titled “Soldiering
and No War after 2040” came up in 2013 with an anti-war hypothesis. The
recommendations of his book were as under:
•

The hypothesis, ‘No War After 2040’ should be circulated worldwide
through all means available.

•

UN should outline a ‘Global Ethics’ and basing on that formulate an
education system for children.
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•

UN should declare 2020 as ‘Only Employment of Soldiers for noble
purposes and selling of Books-No selling of Weapons’ to observe a
year for saving money from arms selling and using for education and
development of children.
Figure 2: Book (at the left) that Inspired the Author to write Another
Book

•

Asia, Africa and Australia should make an alliance namely ‘A AfroAsia’ to promote total development and to counter-balance NATO
modestly.

•

Bangladesh should prepare ‘Global Soldiers’ based on the ‘Global
Ethics’ and be prepared to support UN as deem necessary.

It is worth mentioning that nothing had a significant progress as the
author is a serving military officer and due to paucity of time there is no
follow up. Moreover, the world is mostly money driven. Business, growth,
market, profit and the nexus around those are stronger than weapons
even. However, the good news is that there are people around the world
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who echoed with the author’s “No War” concept from multi-dimensional
organizations.
In this backdrop an effort in this paper is made to look for the answers to
the following questions:
•

What is “Peace” and the “Peace Philosophy”?

•

What was the peace philosophy of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman before, during and after the Liberation War of Bangladesh?

•

What is the author’s goal of “No War after 2040”?

•

Is the dream of a beautiful world without war a utopia or reality in the
21st Century?

The answers to the above-mentioned questions demand separate papers/
research. However, due to the limitation of the space it will cover the gist
of the issues.

What is “Peace” and the “Peace Philosophy”?
The word ‘peace’ denotes a state of quiet, tranquility, freedom from
disturbance, and agitation. Albert Einstein stated, “Peace is not merely the
absence of war, but the presence of justice of law, of order- in short of
government.” Some sources indicate that ‘Peace’ is a word that is uttered
almost as frequently as ‘truth’ ‘beauty’ and ‘love’. Common synonyms for
‘peace’ include ‘amity’, ‘friendship’, ‘harmony’, ‘concord’, ‘tranquility’,
‘repose’, ‘quiescence’, ‘truce’, ‘pacification’ and ‘neutrality’. It may also
include proactive strategies, such as conflict resolution, non-violent
action, community building, and democratization of authority. Peace and
development are two elements in the same continuum where ‘development’
refers to wide range of improvement, enhancement etc, in numerous areas.
Economic, cultural, and political development can supposedly bring about
a peaceful world. However, Mahatma Gandhi articulated a philosophy of
peace in which justice is an inherent and necessary aspect.
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According to the Oxford Dictionary, in simple terms “Philosophy is
the theory or attitude that acts as a guiding principle for behavior.” The
“Peace Philosophy” covers the wide idea of development, assuming that
development is not the classical pursuit of wealth. Peaceful development
can be a set of many different elements such as good governance, health
care, education, gender equality, disaster preparedness, infrastructure,
economics and rule of law, human rights, environment and other issues.

“Peace Philosophy” of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Before, During and After the Liberation War
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman before Liberation
War: Peace Started with a Boy at Gopalganj and Reached
Beyond
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was born at Gopalganj district on
20 March 1920 in a middle class reputed Muslim family (Karim, 2020). He
was the descendant of “Sheikh Awal” who was one of the Sufis he arrived
at Chottogram from Iraq around 400 years before to preach Islam in this
area (Rezaul Karim, 2021). Since his childhood, he was different and loved
his friends and fellow mates. He spent most of his life in politics outside
state power. He struggled against colonial and undemocratic regimesfirst against the British for nearly seven years, and later against Pakistan
for 24 years to establish the economic, political and cultural rights of the
Bengalis. If we look into his long, arduous struggles and 3.5 years’ rule in
independent Bangladesh (Palak, 2021).
Even in the childhood he sacrificed a lot to support his poor and village
friends. Sometimes he used to donate his own dress and umbrella to
them. Some of his childhood stories at Gopalganj Mission School also
substantiate his vision and love for the people of the country. Dr S. A
karim in his book writes:
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“In 1939 Mujib had his first encounter with Fazlul Huq, the then Chief
Minister of Bengal and Hossain Shahid Sarwardy, Minister of Commerce.
They had come to Gopalganj on tour of Inspection and attended a function
held in their honour at the Mission School. As they were returning to the
Dak Banglow, accompanied by the headmaster and the Sub-Divisional
Officer (SDO), they found their narrow path blocked by the group of
people led by Mujib. The SDO was furious and the headmaster rebuked
Mujib for insolent conduct. Unperturbed, Mujib said that they would not
move until their complaint had been heard. Fazlul Huq was curious to learn
about their complaint. Mujib said that the roof of the school hostel had
developed cracks with the result that the rooms had become unavailable
during the rainy season, and nothing was done to repair. The headmaster
apologically explained that there was not enough money in the current
budget for repairs which could cost as much as twelve hundred rupees.
Fazlul Huq was so impressed by the forthright manner in which Mujib had
put forward his complaint that he agreed to provide the required money.
The story has a ring truth, for throughout his life, his personal and political
conduct was courageous to the point of rashness when he was acting in a
cause he believed in.”
Analysis and the Author’s Comment: Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman did not dwell in the hostel. But he raised his voice for his friends
who had lack of moral courage and sense of insecurity. He did it peacefully
with confidence that made him great.

During the War of Liberation
Though Bangabandhu’s 7th March Speech of 1971 is considered as the
direction for preparation of war-yet Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
created enough space for the Pakistani rulers to think for the claims of the
people of East-Pakistan (present Bangladesh). His approach was firm and
yet it was peaceful. However, on 25-26 March Pakistan Army cracked down
to innocent people of Bangladesh. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
did not escape and remained ready in his house and finally he was arrested
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by Pakistan Army. At the early hours of 26 March 1971, Bangabandhu’s
following declaration was passed:
“This may be my last message: From today Bangladesh is Independent. I
call upon the people of Bangladesh wherever you may be and with whatever
you have, to resist the army of occupation to the last. your fight must go
on until the last soldier of the Pakistan occupation army is expelled from
the soil of Bangladesh and final victory is achieved (Banglapedia, 2021).”
In the above declaration his instruction was to resist the occupation forces
and he took the risk of death by mentioning the word “independent”. He
seriously felt that unless Bangladesh achieved independence, people of
Bangladesh would be persecuted throughout. Assumingly he could foresee
that on the events of atrocities carried out by Pakistan Army.

After the Independence Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Worked as “Promoter of Peace”- for Nation to
the Global Scale
In post liberation period, through his activities, Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman offered before us and the world a philosophy of peace
and love. Present Information and Communications Technology (ICT)
Minister of Bangladesh, Mr Zonaid Ahmed Palak hinted that Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman believed in Maoist philosophy and opined that he
would not import socialism to Bangladesh from other countries. Rather
he would form a socialist culture of our own, keeping democracy, social
justice and commons’ rights unobstructed. (Palak, 2021)
Bangabandhu’s vision on peace crossed the boundary and reached at the
global height through the regional space. With his knowledge, experience
and wisdom he tried to convince the regional and global leaders for peace.
While attending the 29th General Assembly at United Nations (UN)
Headquarters, he delivered a speech in Bengali on 25 September 1974.
For the peace and stability in the subcontinent he said, “Since we are
39

Bangbandhu’s “Peace Philosophy” and My Goal of “No War After 2040”: A Beautiful World Without War –
A Reality or Utopia?

peace-loving, we follow the principles of settlement in this subcontinent.
This is our firm conviction that the emergence of Bangladesh has been
instrumental in establishing peace and stability in the subcontinent. And
instead of previous conflicts and rivalry, it will be possible to establish
cooperation and friendly relations among the people of three countries
of ours. We have established friendly relations with our great neighbours-India, Burma and Nepal. Forgetting the past, we are trying to establish new
relations with Pakistan.” (Askari, 2020)
On the global realm, his understanding and opinion was candid and
peaceful. He viewed the “peace” within the basic issues of human lives,
specially those are in the developing and poor countries. To him war was
unnecessary where people of the poor and developing countries lived
with hunger and poverty. He was against the division of the countries
of the same world in the basis of rich and poor. In this count he said,
“Bangladesh has been pursuing a non-alignment policy since its inception.
The main idea of this policy is peaceful coexistence and friendship with
all. Our complete allegiance to peace has emanated from the realization
that only in a peaceful environment, we will be able to enjoy the fruits
of our hard-earned national independence and employ all our resources
and energy to fight hunger, poverty, disease, illiteracy and unemployment.
So, we welcome all those efforts which are aimed at reducing tensions
in the world, limiting armament, strengthening peaceful coexistence
policies everywhere in the world, including Asia, Africa and Latin America.
According to this policy, we have given continuous support to the proposal
for keeping Indian Ocean as a peaceful area.” (Askari, 2020)
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman believed in indomitable power of
the human who can achieve the impossible and overcome the difficult
barriers. He said, “There is no room for doubt at all that international
cooperation and partnership in resources and technology can facilitate our
task, can alleviate people’s sufferings. …It should be kept in mind that only
through the united and concerted effort of the people, we can be able to
reach our specific goal, can build a better future.” (Askari, 2020)
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Analysis and the Author’s Comment: Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman possessed a clear vision on peace. Though he joined the General
Assembly for the first time, yet he was candid on portraying the future of
the world. He strongly felt that without education proper, eradication of
poverty, human right and justice, sustainable peace is impossible. He was
firm on the unconquerable spirit of human beings can change the world.

Goal of “No War After 2040-A Reality or Utopia”
“I believe like most of the academicians that war is men-made, and it is for business
purposes in the 21st Century. Most of the people except the war-machine sellers are
with me.”
-Author
Above comment is the basis of the paper for “No War after 2040” is the
reality and the goal is achievable. The succeeding paragraphs substantiate
the facts.

What are the Changes the Recent World had? A Change
in the Perspective of the Author Too
Despite poverty and illiteracy, due to many reasons, inter-state relation in
Asia remains volatile and we can term it “Xenophobia”. Most of the
Asian countries are developing and around 61% of world’s population
live in Asia. Asian people have developed their capacities in education,
science and technology, economy-trade and commerce etc. Media has
played potent role to change the perception of the people of the East to
be steadfast. Because most of the countries of Asia have the scare from
colonialism. However, nuclear arms race prevails in Asia despite poverty
and underdevelopment. Some documents suggest that production cost of
a nuclear weapon is about USD 20 Million. The residual impact of the
nuclear test is the acts of unkind decision of the Governments. Pakistan’s
41

Bangbandhu’s “Peace Philosophy” and My Goal of “No War After 2040”: A Beautiful World Without War –
A Reality or Utopia?

Test of 28 May 1998 is one of the examples, may be previous others of
same tactfully managed by the state crafts. A figure bellow explains the
cost and impacts of nuclear weapons.
Figure 3: Nukes are more Costly than Gold and Nuclear Race is
Dangerous for Mankind

Source: https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEU_enBD921
BD921&sxsrf
India-Pakistan rivalry has its roots from the global-politics beyond the
regional and/or religious realm. It is worth mentioning that Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman clearly hinted on the issue and figured out the role
of Bangladesh against nuclear arms. According to Stockholm International
Peace Institute (SIPRI) of 15 June 2021, China now possesses 350 nuclear
warheads, while India and Pakistan have 156 and 165 respectively.
A famous book titled “Easternization: Asia’s Rise and America’s Decline
from Obama to Trump and Beyond” written by a British journalist Gedeon
Rachman Captures the author’s attention. He labels in his book how
“Easternization” is transforming world politics outside Asia. Maximum of
the foreign-policy catastrophes (war or terrorism) of the Obama period
were orchestrated out of Asia. Examples are the Syrian civil war. Those
issues caused histrionic decline of Western relations with Russia and
China. It also impacted on the political and economic disorder amongst
the countries of the European Union (EU) and presented a chaotic world
(Rachman, 2016). In concept, member-countries of NATO promised to
spend at least 2%of GDP on defense. However, only the US, the UK, and
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Greece a country that was nervous about Turkey met the obligation by
2014. Again, British were thinking about sliding below the 2% goal despite
public promises made by David Cameron.
The terrorist attacks on 9/11 unlocked a new phase in America’s relations
with the all-over Middle East. George W. Bush’s administration launched
wars in Afghanistan in 2001 and Iraq in 2003 in the name of “War on
Terror”. Bush’s ambitious goals were far more than only inﬂicting a
military overthrow the terrorists’ regime. His objective, and the same of
his neoconservative advisers, was to re-creation a political culture of the
Middle East by construction of Iraq and Afghanistan as democratic states.
Their ultimate objective was to do the same across the region by weapons
and guns.
Booming economies in the East growing concentration of wealth and
weaponry in Asia cause envy among the Western countries. Thereby
cooked conﬂicts backed by the West in this region is likely to have quick
effects world-wide. Here is the necessity for the scholars, researchers and
the academicians to find alternatives to war.
Figure 4: Books those Compelled the Author to Believe a Beautiful
World is Awaiting
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Another book titled, “A Global Security System: An Alternative to War
(2018-19 Edition) further made the author confident to believe that a
beautiful world without war is possible. Students and the cultural exchange
between West and the nations on the Pentagon’s likely target list. The
list includes Syria, Iran, North Korea, China, and Russia people of these
countries can pave the way for peacebuilding and pose resistance to
own governments against wars. In the conclusion of the book following
sentences echoed with the postulations of the author who made and
expressed in 2009-10:
“War is always a choice, and it is a bad choice. It is a choice that always leads
to more wars…. Some powerful groups benefit from war and violence. The
vast majority of humans, however, will gain a lot from a world BEYOND
War (Shifferd, Kent; and Hiller, 2019).”
Of Course, the author first expressed his idea in 2013 in his abovementioned book. Over a decade he also observed that for the US invasion
Iraq, Colonel Ann Wright (also a Foreign Diplomat of the US), on March
13, 2003, submitted her resignation from the US Army. She wanted to
serve her beloved motherland from the greater good. Her expression was
clear, and conviction was visionary as under:
“I have served my country for almost thirty years in some of the most
isolated and dangerous parts of the world. I want to continue to serve
America. However, I do not believe in the policies of this Administration
and cannot--morally and professionally--defend or implement them. It is
with heavy heart that I must end my service to America and therefore
resign.”
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Figure 5: Pictures of the activities of Colonel Mary Ann Wright from
the Resignation to the Peace Activities

Source: https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEU_enBD921
BD921&sxsrf
Like Colonel (retired) Ann Wright, author believes that at present world,
war is unnecessary. With the author’s twice experience of UN missions in
Democratic Republic (DR) Congo, he firmly believes that there could an
alternative to war in DR Congo. He also believes that even a brigade size
force with appropriate weapons, intelligence, political inputs, and logistic
supports can deal with the rebels of any country in phases. Of course,
clandestine operations and secret supports to the rebel groups by the
powerful member countries of UN must be in a halt. Otherwise, in the
plea of arms sale, conflict and terrorism persists in this world.

The Goal of the Author’s “No War After 2040”-A Reality
and Author’s own Assessment
The good news is that due to ubiquitous media - inclusion of Facebook,
Twitter, YouTube etc apart from print and electronic media, people are
seeking truth. Interestingly, all people are not greedy and they do not hunch
for illegal money. Many people are risk takers too who prefer to earn their
livelihood through their toil and honesty. Therefore, concocted stories
(lies) do not last long. Even the world leaders of the powerful countries do
not deserve much respect today as they expected. Their intelligence outfits
cannot produce desired results due to lack of knowledge and “Ultra45
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American Nationalism” For instances, Trump’s “America First” policy did
not glorify the Americans world-wide and making a president by Americans
raised billion-dollar questions. Of course, all episodes till his downfall
created enormous uncertainty among the scholars and academicians,
specially those of International Relations and Politics. Occupations of the
US. military in Syria, Iraq, and Somalia yielded disasters as most of the
people opine. US’s existence in African countries (amounting thirteen)
many US bases around the world does not truly justify that “Democracy”
is their focus. Critics found that democracy with guns is never a believable
option in the 21st Century. The burring examples are Afghanistan, Syria
and Iraq.

Is No War After 2040-A Utopia? Author’s Personal
Conviction
No, No ---------and Finally No.
The answer to the question above is symbolic where clear answer occupies
the more space. Our geo-strategy geo-political perspective within the global
politics is also unique. Our Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman showed the path of liberation in all spheres. Our foreign
policy that stemmed from “PEACE” at large professes the philosophy,
“Friendship towards all and malice towards none.” Ambassador Md.
Abdul Hannan commented that insurgency problem of Bangladesh took
away the peace, harmony, love, happiness and security of Bangladesh.
Because since 1976 Bangladesh was engaged in Counter-Insurgency
Operation in hill districts of Chottogram Division and it continued till 02
December in 1997 (Hannan, 2019). Philosophy of the top leadership of
Bangladesh, HPM on peace, prosperity and happiness inspire the author
to be bold and courageous enough to think, read and write on the “Real
Truth of the Global Politics”. Author uses the term symbolically. He
opposes “realpolitik” that is amoral (lacking moral sense), seldom realism
and /or Machiavellianism. Machiavellian thought is mostly portrayed
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a godless, scheming and egoistic. Because in this era of information,
nothing can be hidden. People blames the conspirators and game makers
for extortion. Even some group of powerful countries lingers the conflict
in Africa and Middle East. People involve in the game and conspiracy
sometimes outburst due to conscience. Moreover, game makers do not
face any risk except the guilty conscience before death. On the contrary
world has enough space, options of occupations to live with virtues.
Recent statements of Chinese President Xi Jinping in General Assembly
substantiated the fact. He, specially hinting the US and its allies (specially
the Western countries) commented that China had never and would never
attack or bully any country to pursue hegemony. He said, “A world of
peace and development should embrace civilizations of various forms and
must accommodate diverse paths to modernization. One country’s success
does not have to mean another country’s failure. ---- Democracy is not a
special right reserved for any individual country but a right for the people
of all countries to enjoy.” Most of the unbiased scholars including Gideon
Rachman and the author, echo with the Eastern development and Western
Challenges.
Former U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, in 2019 confessed and
said, “We lied, we cheated, we stole.” … Despite the US expenditure
of hundreds of millions protests in Hong Kong, that effort has failed.
Hong Kong is one of the topmost three on the Fraser Human Freedoms
Index, whereas US ranked 17th. Another example is the withdrawal of US
troops from Afghanistan. It goes with the prediction of the author and
the same of Wikileaks. Reportedly, the weakness and the heinous planning
of killing of Julian Assange by Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) created
hatred and confusion. Many similar episodes tarnished the image not only
the US but also the people of US. In the long run, it has impact on US
development and the same of its allies-mostly the NATO countries. For all
those, if economy of the NATO countries falls, maintenance of US bases
world-wide and the “global common feeling against war and terrorism”
automatically becomes a reality.
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One of the examples is present views of peace is expressed by a nineyear-old boy namely Soborno Issac Bari, a Bangladesh origin boy. He was
born at New York on 09 April 2012 and wrote a book titled “The Love” in
2019. He can even solve the PhD level mathematics and science problems.
He wants that people should love mathematics and science. If they do
so, they will live in peace. He wants to spread love, harmony and peace
through his campaign against terrorism. Two girls like many people of
various disciplines echoed with his thoughts.
Figure 6: Pictures of the Book and the supporters of the Peace Campaign

May be unintentional, in his book there is no mention about the state
of Palestine and crisis of the Middle East. He spoke against the injustice
being done for the girls and women through systematic discrimination
and violence. However, in the suggestive note he pointed out that world
population is now approximately 7.5 billion. Among these, 24% is Muslim
and only 0.2% is Jewish. out of 904 Nobel Prize winners. Jewish people
are 203 (22%), and the Muslims are only 10 (1.10%). Looking through the
mathematical lenses, he foresees that the world can face a disaster if 24%
Muslim population unexpectedly disappears (Bari, 2020). Very prudently
suggested that the Muslims should have more dedications for science and
mathematics.
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Suggestions and Concluding Remarks
Due to limited space and subject “Peace” is vast, this part of the author
does not follow the classical format of conclusions rather he does so
through his philosophical and spiritual supposition. Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman could clearly visualize the dynamics of global politics
of today, its weaknesses and the way forward to make a peaceful world in
1974. Surprisingly he portrayed a picture of today’s world in saying “….In
the age of astonishing advancement of science and technical knowledge,
human creativity and enormous success are able to build a fear-free better
future.” In fact the Bangabandhu’s described the present world where fearfree environment may prevail with technology. As on today guns failed
to ensure “constructed democracy” in Iraq, Syria and Afghanistan. The
Geopolitics at Middle East may be termed as “intentional chaos” where
Muslims, Jews, Israelis and Zionists suffered again and again for third
parties’ interests. Now even an educated child knows who the members
of the beneficiaries are, and they even hate their leaders. Of course, media
backs them as connected capitalism exists. Israel as ancient Sparta is
possibly exposing its weaknesses for regional / global politics. But many
Jews, both living in Israel and elsewhere, are in favour of a Palestinian
state. Neutral leaders, scholars and people believe that Christians, Muslims,
Hindus, Jews and people of any other religions deserves equally respect by
the people of other religions anywhere in the globe. Though in literature
UN is a neutral body, yet histories of doubts/confusions piled up from its
inception.
Despite enormous contributions, one of the limitations of present UN
is insularity as coined through the lenses of democracy, demography and
power of information. Interestingly, where major powers have agreed,
UN peacekeepers have played some role in limiting the scope of conflicts.
A look on the locations of Headquarters of UN important organs may
substantiate the fact. Because most of the world-population remain out of
the circles of UN organs which was always a smoldering question of the
people in the 21st Century.
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Figure 7: Location of Headquarters of UN Organs and Left-over World

Source: https://www.google.com... q=Map+of+location+of+UN+
organs. [Accessed 16 May 2020]
Therefore, all international institutions to look inward and think for
the more globalized UN, not like the present parochial one. Till today
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) could not achieve the expected results. Some scholars opine
it is more of literature and hype than that of serious internal urge of UN
personnel. The burring example is the Africa where anachronism persists
the most. In conclusive words, Africans are poor as they have rich wealth
which are extorted systematically. This is also the example of “Realpolitik”.
Many scholars weigh out UN’s role through “Cost and Benefits”. Now
time has arrived we need simple effective words for the next UN agenda.
The title of the next UN agenda can be, “Unending, Truthful and One
Peaceful International Agenda (UTOPIA)”. A British Lawyer and a social
philosopher Sir Thomas More (1477 to1535) used the word “Utopia” for
the first time to define a perfect imaginary world. It stemmed from a Greek
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word “ou-topos” meaning “no place” or “nowhere”. To achieve UTOPIA,
UN may have following goals as under:
•

Goal 1: Speaking the Truth and refrain from Realpolitik.

•

Goal 2: No direct and/or secret funding for War and Terrorism.

•

Goal 3: Achieving the unachievable goals of UN’s agenda MDGs and
SDGs (8+17=25 Goals).

Due to ubiquitous media and education, some world leaders were viewed
as liars by most of the people, specially the scholars. Histories have pilled
up now where world top leaders lie, common people rather speak the
truth. Russian President, Vladimir Putin said, “95% of the world’s terrorist
attacks are orchestrated by the CIA.” Similar practice was carried out in
Iraq War in 2003 where US and their allies projected as they wanted to.
However, there after it was found false (Chomsky, 2002). Similar complains
US’s leaders have for the leaders of Russia, China and North Korea and
so on. For example, Jair Bolsonaro, President of Brazil is accused for
“crimes against humanity” according to news media - CNN. A cluster
of climate lawyers has urged the International Criminal Court (ICC) to
examine for his alleged attacks on the Amazon forest (CNN, 2021). Again
author found in diamond and gold rich DR Congo and Uganda had been
deforested for many infrastructure development. On the contrary throwing
shoes to a head of the state by a journalist tarnished image of the the
people and the country. Even despite the existence of UN, Xenophobia,
Islamophobia and Anti-Semitism prevails in the civilized era and some
people of powerful countries benefit out of that. Arms sale, war machines
and costly espionage materials are the burning examples of it. Such issues
are contesting, and profit driven.
Humanity is at stake today and it can be addressed when all UN members
themselves learn to look inwards. Again, common sensations prevail
amongst most of the UN members that war, and terrorism can secure
their jobs which is wrong according to the author. If series of research are
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carried out by the UN members, it demands more staffs and consultants.
More UN members both civilians and military need to work together with
a broad theme “Selling of more Books-Not the Weapons”. If value and
virtue-based UN offices are established all over the world, not only the
members countries, but also the rich people of the world may donate to UN’s
funds. Otherwise, as alternative, fund raised by celebrities and world’s rich
people may contest UN less the military operations. Through this paper,
the author reminds that death is the obvious events for all individuals and
a man/woman is truly judged after his/her death. A deliberate campaign
around this may create a world without war and terrorism. As a Muslim,
yet a secular minded great leader of Bangladesh, Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman dreamt like this at UN Headquarters, New York, USA in
1974. The author also echoes with him and finds it is no more a utopia. Let
us hope for a beautiful world.

Endnotes
1. According to google.com, ancient Sparta had some interesting characteristics like boys
were encouraged to steal food. Spartan men were required to stay fit and ready to fight
until the age of 60. The term “spartan” is often used to describe something simple or
without comfort. The Spartans considered themselves to be direct descendants of the
Greek hero Hercules (God of strength and heroes).
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“As a man, what concerns mankind concerns me. As
a Bengalee, I am deeply involved in all that concerns
Bengalees. This abiding involvement is born of and
nourished by love, enduring love, which gives meaning
to my politics and my very being”
-Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

TODAY’S BANGLADESH ARMED FORCES:
CONTRIBUTION OF THE DREAM OF THE
FATHER OF THE NATION BANGABANDHU
SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN
Brigadier General Md Aftab Hossain, BSP, ndc, afwc,
psc, M Phil
“You shall be my people’s army .... . It will be my people’s force”.
-The Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Introduction
The Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman dreamt
of a formidable Armed Forces right from the beginning of his struggle
for an independent Bangladesh. Just after the liberation of Bangladesh
in 1971, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman focused on raising new
units and installations for Bangladesh Armed Forces, thereby, Bangladesh
Armed Forces and Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman are historically
entwined. The Father of the Nation also graced the passing out parade
of the 1st BMA Short Course on 11 January 1975 as the Chief Guest
and delivered a legendary inspiring speech for the newly commissioned
officers where he also eloquently expressed his desire about the future
development of Bangladesh Armed Forces. Though the speech was
explicit in describing the desired qualities of the future military leaders yet
it was implicit in highlighting his dream about how he would like to see
Bangladesh Armed Forces in the future. The progress and development of
the Armed Forces are now visibly evident in different dimensions, which
can trace its roots in the farsighted speech of the Father of the Nation on
11 January 1975. In its journey of 50 years, Bangladesh Armed Forces have
been reformed, reorganised and modernized to meet the requirement of
safeguarding the country as well as to cope with the other modern armies
of the contemporary world. Side by side, Bangladesh Armed Forces
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could win the hearts and minds of the people within the country for
their outstanding contribution to different national requirements as well
as beyond its boundary in establishing peace around the world especially
under the UN umbrella for their sacrifices. In the year of commemoration
of the birth centenary of the Father of the Nation, it may be a suitable
time to assess, how much Bangladesh Armed Forces as an organization
could have achieved as he dreamt. Considering all the achievements, it
may be said that, by and large, Bangladesh Armed Forces could meet the
expectations as dreamt by the Father of the Nation.
In this paper, an endeavour has been made to discuss the visionary
steps taken by the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman in the initial days after the independence and significance of the
speech delivered by him during the passing out parade of the 1st BMA
Short Course in motivating and bringing Bangladesh Armed Forces to its
present days’ shape. In the process of discussion, the achievement of the
Bangladesh Armed Forces both at home and abroad has been also been
briefly highlighted as was dreamt by the Father of the Nation.

Vision of the Father of the Nation for Bangladesh Armed Forces
Bangladesh Armed Forces are one of the rare Armed Forces that has taken
birth through the War of Liberation of the motherland. Bangladesh has
earned its independence through a bloody battle and at the cost of the
supreme sacrifice of three million martyrs and sacrifice of millions of men
and women. The people of all walks of life organized themselves as freedom
fighters and participated in the War of Liberation. Revolted Bangali nationals
of Pakistan Armed Forces defected and acted as nuclear to organize the
fighting of the freedom fighters, which contributed significantly to achieving
the independence under the leadership of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman - the greatest Bangali of all time. After the hard-earned independence,
the newly liberated war-torn Bangladesh was facing multifarious challenges.
While tackling all those immediate challenges, the Father of the Nation never
lost sight of the necessity of organising the Armed Forces. Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman envisioned a strong Armed Forces for the peace,
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security, sovereignty and development of his beloved motherland. The
desire for a strong Armed Forces was deeply rooted in his mind when he
demanded to establish the Naval Headquarters in East Pakistan (present
days Bangladesh) in the historic Six Points movement in 1966. The most
significant step by the Father of the Nation was to formulate the ‘National
Defence Policy-1974’ to ensure the safety of the people and the sovereignty
of the country within three years of liberation, which is very rare in history.
The whole nation, especially the Bangladesh Armed Forces personnel
have realised his strong desire when the Father of the Nation delivered a
legendary speech for the newly commissioned officers of 1st BMA Short
Course as the Chief Guest of the passing out parade on 11 January 1975 at
Cumilla Cantonment. In fact, during his brief tenure, Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman has laid the foundation of the Bangladesh Armed Forces,
which have later grown into four-dimensional fighting forces and proved to
be an efficient tool for nation-building activities. Right from the beginning
of the War of Liberation 1971, Bangladesh Armed Forces are following
the philosophy and ideology of the Father of the Nation and contributed
significantly to the country and nation.
In the legendary speech, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman has also
clearly articulated his dream for a professional and competent Armed
Forces for Bangladesh, which would be imbibed with feelings of patriotism.
This historic vision worked as a beacon for all the steps taken to organize
and build up the Armed Forces. He dreamt to have an army, which would
be people-centric rather than being state-centric and power grabber. The
army surely should stand beside the people of the country and take care
of her wealth. In this regards the Father of the Nation said, “You shall be
my people’s army…. . It will be my people’s force”. This farsightedness
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had a far reaching effect in
moulding and motivating the personnel of the Bangladesh Armed Forces
to be more compassionate to stand beside the people at all times of their
need. It has also assisted in instilling the spirit of the Liberation War of
1971 among the members of the organization and working shoulder to
shoulder with the people whenever needed.
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The Contribution of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman in Establishing the Bangladesh Armed Forces
Within a very short period after the liberation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman took the prompt initiative and accomplished several vital tasks,
which were necessary to reorganize the Armed Forces to ensure security
and maintain the sovereignty of the country. Formulation of the National
Defence Policy-1974 under the direction of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman is a glaring example of his strong desire, which was a milestone
in the journey of the Bangladesh Armed Forces. It was a legendary step
for the Armed Forces of the country to ensure national security and
sovereignty and restore the operational ability of all services of the Armed
Forces. It was further substantiated by several actions undertaken by the
Father of the Nation just after the liberation war when he took the initiative
to reinstate all the fragmented elements of the Army, Navy and Air Force
who were serving in Pakistan Armed Forces in Pre-liberation time. Within a
very short time from 1972 to 1974, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
reorganised many units and established several new military installations.
On the 13 March 1972, ‘North Bengal Area Headquarters’ was established
with the freedom fighters of Sector 6 (Kurigram Area) under the leadership
of Wing Commander (later on Air Vice Marshal) M Khademul Bashar
in Rangpur, which was later on renamed as 72 Infantry Brigade on the
same year. Besides the fighting units, service support elements essential for
military organizations like Army Services Corps, Army Ordnance Corps,
Army Medical Corps, Corps of Military Police, Army Clerical Corps etc.
were founded in 1972 and 1974. Side by side, the old cantonments were
renovated and new cantonments were established in different parts of the
country including Chattogram Hill Tracts areas.
Besides the Army, different installations for the Navy and Air Force were
also established. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman commissioned
Bangladesh Navy’s three main Naval Bases i.e. BNS Issa Khan in
Chattogram, BNS Haji Mohsin in Dhaka and BNS Titumir in Khulna on
the 10 December 1974. Those installations have significantly contributed
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to developing today’s three-dimensional naval force of Bangladesh. In
fact, on that day, Bangbandu outlined the vision for Bangladesh Navy and
proclaimed, “For geopolitical need, a strong and modern navy will be built
in future”. (Ahmed, 2020). The Father of the Nation realised that modern
Armed Forces demanded to be a joint force; as a result, he envisioned
building a modern and professional Air Force considering the geographical
location, military strategy and economic progress. Therefore, just after the
independence, different modern aircraft, including modern MIG 21 were
introduced in the fleet of the Bangladesh Air Force.
The Father of the Nation realised that for a formidable Armed Forces, it
was very important to invest in the capacity building by establishing training
institutions within the country, both for training the officers and troops.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman also gave pragmatic directives to
establish training academies in a time when the country and the Armed Forces
were both in their nascent stage. Thereafter, Bangladesh Military Academy
was established in 1973, which was inaugurated by the Father of the Nation
in 1974 at Cumilla Cantonment. The training activities of the academy
started with 70 cadets on 09 January, 1974 (Army Headquarters, Education
Directorate, 2015). Side-by-side, the Bangladesh Air Force Academy started
its journey in November 1973 and training of the officers started under
‘Cadet Training Unit’ at Kurmitolla in 1974, which later on, relocated to its
present location at Jashore in 1977 and renamed as Bangladesh Air Force
Academy. Similarly, the Bangladesh Naval Academy started its training with
14 cadet officers, which was initially housed in the Marin Academy located
at Chottagram in 1976. It is worth mentioning that considering the necessity
of the integration and jointness, all the officers of three services i.e. Army,
Navy and Air Force undergo joint services training under the arrangement
of Bangladesh Army at Bangladesh Military Academy at the beginning of
their training. It is worth mentioning that joint service training plays a vital
role in growing strong bonding among the officers of the three services.
Following the vision of the Father of the Nation, Bangladesh Armed Forces
have undergone many reforms and restructure to turn into modern and
capable Armed Forces of the contemporary world. The most significant
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and deliberate step of such development activities is the implementation of
the ‘Forces Goal 2030’, which is planned based on the vision of the Father
of the Nation. In addition to that, a draft Defence Policy for Bangladesh was
prepared in 2018 after 47 years of independence. It is worth mentioning
that a total of 32 speeches of the Father of the Nation were consulted and
analysed to prepare the draft policy, which reflects his vision and dream
about the modernization of Bangladesh Armed Forces, the sovereignty of
the country and above all security and peace of the people (Ahmed, 2020).

Reflection of the Dream of the Father of the Nation in
Bangladesh Armed Forces on Different Fields
The maxim of the foreign policy of Bangladesh, Bangabandhu’s dictum
‘Friendship to all and malice towards none’ and ‘Friendly co-existence’
were always exhibited by Bangladesh Armed Forces while performing their
responsibilities. Therefore, the National Defence Policy 2018 advocates
in establishing a firm defensive posture, which would be convertible to
offensive according to dictated situations. As stated earlier, the Father of
the Nation desired to have a people oriented Armed Forces of his beloved
motherland. This philosophy was also reflected in the draft National Defence
Policy 2018 to establish the image of pro-people Armed Forces to achieve
national security goals and defence objectives. Not only in the policies but
also on the ground, Bangladesh Armed Forces have proven to be a true
reflection of the dream of the Father of the Nation in their philosophical
beliefs, character and different activities as discussed subsequently.
The Armed Forces Personnel Imbibed with Leadership Qualities along with
Honesty and Integrity. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman has clearly
articulated about the leadership traits he expected among the young leaders
in the speech he delivered during the passing out parade on 11 January
1975, which are admired not only by the military leaders of Bangladesh
but also around the world. In his speech, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman boldly said, “I did not ever bow my head to iniquity. .... I always
stood against them with courage...” (Speech of the Father of the Nation
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on 11 January 1975). In this regard, reference can be drawn to the motto of
BMA that says “Ever high is my head”, which symbolizes the indomitable
courage to fight against all odds by the spirited officers of the Bangladesh
Army to safeguard and maintain the sovereignty of the country (Bangladesh
Military Academy, 2021). During the joint services training of Army, Navy
and Air Force, this motto is instilled in the mind of young Officer Cadets
who would be the nucleus of the organisation and lead the under commands
through difficult routes. They are the leaders of the subordinate during any
challenging situation, be it an operational crisis moment or a critical moment
of ‘In Aid to Civil Power Duties’ to contribute to nation-building activities.
In his legendary speech, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman emphasized
the ‘Honesty and Integrity’ of the leaders more than five times (Nichoshier,
2020). In an untiring effort of infusing strong moral and ethical norms in
the mindset of the members of Bangladesh Armed Forces has a clearly
spell out ethos and values practiced in the organisation. In addition, there
is an honour code in the training academies, which trainees must adhere
to. For example, the honour code of BMA is ‘An Officer Cadet shall lead
a life of honour and integrity. He/ She shall not lie, cheat or steal’. The
code shows the boundaries of moral conduct within which every officer
is expected to act in his/her subsequent life. It is worth mentioning that
Bangladesh Armed Forces is well reputed for its honesty and integrity both
at home and abroad. The Father of the Nation expected a sheer sense of
responsibility amongst the Armed Forces personnel and explicitly urged
the newly commissioned officers to have absolute loyalty and to possess
indomitable courage to maintain the sovereignty of the motherland. While
describing the importance of discipline, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman mentioned, “No nation can succeed without discipline”. Therefore,
discipline gets the highest priority in all spheres of the military environment
and Bangladesh Armed Forces are the symbol of discipline.
Established Image as Bangabandhu’s People’s Army. Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman often in his speech reiterated the importance
of taking the responsibility of the people of the country in all situations.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman has cited many examples from
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history especially from the protracted struggle for national liberation. He
tried to echo the same in the speech saying “I want to make the poor people
happier. I want the poor people of this country having food and wear
clothes. Oppression, injustice and violence stop. That is what I would like to
see” ((Speech of the Father of the Nation on 11 January 1975), which clearly
spoke about his desire and expectation to the young leaders of Bangladesh
Armed Forces. Taking the example of altruistic attitude of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the members of the Bangladesh Armed Forces
remain absolutely the altruistic and sacrificing minded so that the betterment
of the country and its people habitually come as the top priority to them
(Bangladesh Military Academy, 2021). The altruism of the leadership of the
organization has been displayed in all spheres of the society and they even
carry the philosophy beyond the boundary of Bangladesh to the war-torn
nations around the world under the UN umbrella. He advised the Armed
Forces that all the departments and organs of the government should work
from the same platform. In this regard, he said, “Therefore, I appeal to
everyone. Today, from this platform, I would like to appeal to military,
civilians and to the people of Bangladesh to be united and fight against the
odds and dedicate yourself to build up the country”.
Disaster Management and other Nation Building Activities under
In Aid to Civil Power. Bangladesh Armed Forces is a symbol of trust
to the people of the country during any natural calamity. The role of the
Bangladesh Armed Forces in disaster management is highly appreciated
both at home and abroad. Rescue operations after any calamity like cyclone,
management of flood, earthquake, capsized water vessel, collapsed
building etc. are the burning examples where Bangladesh Armed Forces
have grown expertise that has allowed them to reach the people of all
walks of life. One of the most significant achievements of the Bangladesh
Armed Forces is their contribution and materialization of the peace
treaty of Chottogram Hill Tracts. Bangladesh Armed Forces significantly
contribute to the infrastructural development of the country through the
construction and renovation of roads specially in hilly areas of Chittogram
Hill tracts, flyovers, bridges, marine drive etc. The most significant event in
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this sector is providing consultancy for the mega project; the construction
of the Padma Multipurpose Bridge. Armed Forces have also undertaken
many river training projects and constructed and repaired embankments to
prevent flooding. Preparation of Electoral Roll and National Identity card
by Bangladesh Armed Forces in 2008 -2009 is one of the glaring examples
of pro-people activities. Bangladesh Armed Forces administer about
150 primary, secondary and tertiary level quality educational institutions
in different cantonments, naval bases and air bases. Bangladesh Armed
Forces has established Technical Training Center to train both military
and civil personnel on technical trades prior to proceeding on foreign
assignments as skilled workers. There are many other reputed educational
institutions for graduate and postgraduate level education that run under
the close supervision of the Armed Forces. While taking care of the
education for normal students, Bangladesh Armed Forces did not lose
sight of the requirement of the special child and supervised nine ‘Proyash’
schools/institutions in different cantonments. Thereby, Armed Forces
are providing outstanding support in the education sector of the country
with quality education institutions. All these initiatives and activities can be
traced in the legendary speech of the Father of the Nation.
Contribution of Bangladesh Armed Forces for World Peace and Stability.
Bangladesh has started contributing to the UN Peacekeeping Mission since
1988, which traces its root in 1973 when Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
for the first time sent a medical team from Bangladesh to Syria as humanitarian
support for the affected people of the Arab-Israel War 1973 (Hossain, 2020).
At present total of 6,742 Bangladeshi peacekeepers are deployed in 10 different
missions to establishing peace and stability of the war-torn nations. So far,
Bangladesh has participated in 54 United Nations missions with more than
1,76,669 peacekeepers to 43 countries and stood beside the people struggling
for a better life (Zaid, 2021). However, so far 160 Bangladeshi peacekeepers
have made supreme sacrifice of their lives for establishing peace and stability
of the world and another 240 persons have sustained an injury at different
levels. Bangladesh Armed Forces earned very a positive image around the
world. In recognition of the contribution of Bangladeshi peacekeepers, the
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government of Sierra Leone has declared ‘Bangla’ as the second language of the
country, which is an exceptional achievement that Bangladesh can treasure for
years. By standing beside the oppressed people of the world, the Bangladeshi
peacekeepers upheld the philosophy of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman that says “The world is divided into two camps – the oppressed and
the oppressors, I am with the oppressed” (Statement of the Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in the Non Alliance Movement
in Algers, Algeria on 6 September 1973). The unique quality of sharing the
food and feelings of Bangladesh Armed Forces made them respectable both
at home and abroad and they proved to be a ‘People’s Army’ as dreamt by the
Father of the Nation.

Conclusion
The Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman always
realised that to maintain the sovereignty of the country and to ensure optimal
utilisation of the resources, a formidable Armed Forces would be required for
Bangladesh. After achieving the independence of Bangladesh, the Father of
the Nation took the initiative to reorganise and establish different military units
and installations. Within a very short period, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman implemented several steps to reorganise and integrate all three
branches of the Armed Forces i.e. Army, Navy and Air Force. Formulation
of the National Defence Policy 1974 was a visionary step taken by the Father
of the Nation within three years of liberation, which is very rare in history.
The Father of the Nation procured different types of modern armaments and
equipment for Army, Navy and Air Force to have formidable Armed Forces
when the country was in its nascent stage. He did so to ensure the sovereignty
and security of the country and also ensured optimal use of the resources of
the country for the development of Bangladesh. However, while reorganising
the Armed Forces, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman clearly spelt out
that his Armed Forces should be a ‘People’s Army’ who will work shoulder
to shoulder with general mass and will not be a power grabber. Bangladesh
Armed Forces have always stood beside the people of the country during
any calamity and also contributed to nation-building activities. Beyond the
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boundary, Bangladesh Armed Forces have significantly contributed to world
peace and stability under the UN umbrella and earned a very positive image
around the world by standing beside the people struggling for a better living.
Realising the necessity of capacity building for the training of the officers and
troops, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman established training institutions
for Army, Navy and Air Force within two years of liberation. He also graced
the passing out parade of 1st BMA Short Course on 11 January 1975 and
delivered visionary speech, which reflects his desire for the future development
plan of the Armed Forces as well as the expected qualities of the leaders
who should be imbibed with the leadership qualities like loyalty, patriotism,
discipline, honesty and integrity. To remain at par with the contemporary
armies, the modernisation of the Armed Forces is inbuilt in the draft National
Defence Policy 2018, which is prepared analysing at least 32 speeches of the
Father of the Nation. Today’s modern Armed Forces of Bangladesh is a true
reflection of the Father of the Nation as he always dreamt and even before
the struggle of liberation war of 1971. The National Defence Policies and his
far-sighted speech are the clear and complete guidelines for the past, present
and future generation of Bangladesh Armed Forces and its members.
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Introduction
Amidst the background of the nationalistic struggle against “British
colonial rule in India since the mid 20’s of the last century, Hindu-Muslim
communal sentiment led in 1947 to the partition of India and Pakistan.”
“This separation of the Bangalee society on the basis of religion created
deep fissures in a society - which had hitherto been pluralistic in character.
The province of East Pakistan was physically separated from West
Pakistan by a thousand miles. This physical separation, as well as total
cultural isolation between the two nations caused Pakistan to become an
unrealistic state from the very beginning. The Pakistani ruling elite together
with the military rulers tried to subjugate the Bangalee politically, culturally
and economically.” The struggle for a separate homeland manifested
itself right from 1948 through a continuous, united and popular struggle
for democracy, autonomy and for the continuation of its secular cultural
identity.
The “Language Movement in 1952 was the first step of independence of
Bangladesh. Political and economic deprivation of the Bangalee prompted
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the Father of the Nation, to put
forward his historic Six-Points in 1966, which laid the foundation for East
Pakistan’s future independence.” “The historic Six-Points Proposal was
widely credited as the “Charter of Freedom” in Bangladesh’s struggle for
self-determination. This has led Awami League to a landslide victory in
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the election of 1970 but the then Pakistan authority failed to handover
the power to the leader of majority party. Sensing the evil design of
Pakistan government, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman declared his
historic 7th March speech which is considered to influence most for the
independence. Pakistan’s brutality on 25th March 1971, forced the Bangalee
people to start their arms struggle for the independence of Bangladesh
which finally ended up with the surrender of occupation forces on 16th
December 1971.” Due to the heroic resistance and supreme sacrifices of
the valiant freedom fighters, Bangladesh finally became an independent
sovereign state.

Background Scenario
The disagreements between the Hindu and Muslim in Bengal that had
sparked the partition of Bengal in 1905 remained during the second
partition of Bengal in 1947. “But the partitions were implemented to
fulfil the political needs of the parties involved. The Bangalee language
movement in 1952 was a political movement in former East Bengal for
the recognition of the Bangalee language as an official language of the
then-Dominion of Pakistan. Since the partition of British India in 1947,
Pakistan and India remained in contention over several issues.” Although
the Kashmir conflict was the predominant issue dividing the nations, other
border disputes also existed which ultimately led both the nations in 1965
war.

Partition of British India (1947)
In 1905, “the first partition in Bengal was implemented as an administrative
preference since governing two provinces i.e., West and East Bengal, would
be easier. In West Bengal, the majority was Hindu and in East Bengal,
the majority was Muslim. But this left considerable minorities of Hindus
in East Bengal and Muslims in West Bengal. While the Muslims were in
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favour of the partition, as they would have their own province but the
Hindus opposed it. The controversy led to increased violence and protest
and in 1911, the provinces were again united.”
On 20 June 1947, “the Bengal Legislative Assembly met to decide the
future of the Bengal Presidency on being a United Bengal within India
or Pakistan or divided into East and West Bengal. At the preliminary joint
session, the assembly decided by 120-90 that it should remain united if it
joined the new Constituent Assembly of Pakistan. Later, a separate meeting
of legislators from West Bengal decided by 58-21 that the province should
be partitioned and that West Bengal should join the existing Constituent
Assembly of India. In another separate meeting of legislators from
East Bengal, it was decided by 106-35 that the province should not be
partitioned and by 107-34 that East Bengal should join Pakistan in the
event of Partition.” The partition process was a very complex issue, but
ultimately, West Bengal remained as a province with India and East Bengal
as a province of the dominion of Pakistan.

Language Movement 1952
When the dominion of Pakistan was formed after the separation of the
“British India in 1947, it was composed of various ethnic and linguistic
groups, with the geographically non-contiguous East Bengal province
having a mainly Bangalee population.”In 1948, the Government of the
Pakistan declared Urdu as the sole national language, though at that time
Urdu speaking people in whole Pakistan was only 8%. It had sparked
extensive protests among the Bangalee-speaking majority (about 53%)
of East Bengal. Facing rising sectarian tensions and mass discontent with
the new law, the government outlawed public meetings and rallies. The
students of the University of Dhaka and other political activists defied
the law and organized a protest on 21st February 1952. The movement
reached its climax when police killed student demonstrators on that day.”
The deaths provoked widespread civil unrest in East Pakistan.
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Figure-1: Students gathered in front of Dhaka Medical College defying
section 144 in 1952.

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman continued to play vital role in
language movement while in prison by giving direction and morale support
to the different students and political leaders. After years of conflict, the
central government relented and granted official status to the Bangalee
language in 1956.

Political Turmoil in Pakistan (1952-1965)
Pakistan was under the British monarchy from 1947 to 1956 where Major
General Iskander Mirza was the last Governor General. “In 1956, 1st
constitution of Pakistan was promulgated which took 10 years since its
independence and was named as “Republic of Pakistan”. Major General
Iskander Mirza was the first elected President of the Republic of Pakistan.
But the democracy did not last long, Field Marshal Ayub Khan resumed
the power through a military coup.” During this period, concerns grew as
Panjabi dominated West Pakistan and Bangalee dominated East Pakistan
continue to drift apart despite of the Muslim identity as common, threat
to language and culture and eventually divided Pakistan.
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India Pakistan War (1965)
In early August 1965, Pakistan launched a clandestine operation, code
named “Operation Gibraltar”. “On 01 September 1965, Pakistan launched
another operation code named “Operations Grand Slam” “when regular
Pakistani troops crossed the cease fire line (CFL) and moved towards
Jammu. On the same day, the Indian PM issued a warning that Pakistan
must withdrew its forces across the CFL.”” The Indian forces, “besides
threatening two key cities Lahore and Sialkot, poised to cut the vital road
and rail links between Lahore and Islamabad. At that time, the 1st East
Bengal Regiment (EBR) deployed in defence of Lahore successfully
repulsed Indian attacks and inflicted heavy casualty to the attacking Indian
Army. At the end of the war, this regiment was awarded with the highest
number of gallantry awards among all the regiments of Pakistan Army.
Although many veterans of that war displayed the same valour in the
Bangladesh Liberation War in 1971, their pioneering role remains unknown
to the new generation.
“India had the upper hand over Pakistan when the ceasefire was
declared.” “Although the two countries fought to a standoff, the conflict
is seen as a strategic and political defeat for Pakistan, as it had neither
succeeded in fomenting insurrection in Kashmir nor had it been able to
gain meaningful support at an international level.” “Internationally, the
war was viewed in the context of the greater Cold War, and resulted in
a significant geopolitical shift in the subcontinent.” “The concept that
the defence of the East (Pakistan) lies in the West (Pakistan) led to huge
investment of infrastructure and communication network in West Pakistan
in spite of East Pakistan’s larger contribution to the economy. In 1965
Indo-Pak war, the security of East Pakistan was left at the mercy of India.”

Bangabandhu’s Six-Point Proposal and its Significance
The historic Six-Points Proposal has been widely credited as the “Charter
of Freedom” in Bangladesh’s struggle for self-determination from
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Pakistan’s domination. Indeed, the Six-Point movement in 1966 was the
turning point and milestone in the history of the quest for independence
and conditioned the subsequent political developments” in Pakistan.

Economic Disparity
Following the partition of India, “the economic condition of East
Pakistan did not change as expected. Being subjected to continuous
discrimination on a regional basis year after year, East Pakistan was facing
a critical economic situation and socio-economic condition of the people
of East Pakistan was getting worsen day by day. Therefore, the economists,
intelligentsia and the politicians of East Pakistan started to raise voice
against this discrimination and supported the historic Six-Points Proposal.”
The economic disparity of the then East and West Pakistan is highlighted
in Table-1.
Table-1: Economic disparity between East and West Pakistan

Source: Reports of the Advisory Panels for the Fourth Five Year Plan
1970-75, Vol. 1, published by the planning commission of Pakistan

The Six-Points Proposal
After the partition of 1947, politicians of different quarters had raised
some issues in various times, but Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s Six-Point
Proposals had combined all demands.“His Six-Points were based on the
Lahore Proposal taken in All India Muslim League in 1942. The Six-Points
are:
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•

The constitution shall provide for a federation of Pakistan in its
true sense on the Lahore Resolution, and the parliamentary form of
government with supremacy of a legislature directly elected on the
basis of universal adult franchise.

•

The federal government shall deal with only two subjects: Defence and
Foreign Affairs, and all other residuary subjects shall be vested in the
federating states.

•

Two separate, but freely convertible currencies for two wings should
be introduced; or if this is not feasible, there should be one currency
for the whole country, but effective constitutional provisions should
be introduced to stop the flight of capital from East to West Pakistan.
Furthermore, a separate reserve bank should be established, and a
separate fiscal and monetary policy be adopted for East Pakistan.

•

The power of taxation and revenue collection shall be vested in the
federating units and the federal center will have no such power on the
issue. The federation will be entitled to a share in state taxes to meet
its expenditures.

•

There should be two separate accounts for the foreign exchange
earnings of the two wings; the foreign exchange requirements of the
federal government shall be met by the two wings equally or in a ratio
to be fixed; indigenous products shall move free of duty between the
two wings, and the constitution shall empower the units to establish
trade links with foreign countries.

•

East Pakistan should have a separate military or paramilitary force, and
Navy headquarters should be in East Pakistan.”

Reactions of the Political Leaders to the Six-Points
Proposal
Bangabanhu’s “Six-Points Proposal drew widespread criticism both in East
and West Pakistan. In East Pakistan, political parties termed it as demand
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for confederation not federation, some branded it as a separatist design
and some termed it as parochial.” In an impromptu press conference in
Lahore on February 10, 1966, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman argued that “The
question of (provincial) autonomy appears to be more important after the
war (between India and Pakistan in September, 1965). The time has come
for making East Pakistan self-sufficient in all respects.
The Six-Point Proposal “received attack from all Pakistani political parties
in Pakistan. The Ayub regime’s policy towards the Six-Points Proposal
was one of the total suppression against the East Pakistani’s.” Ayub Khan
started demeaning both the Six-Points Proposal and Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman from the supreme position of the government. Characterizing
the Six-Points Proposal as a demand for “greater sovereign Bengal,” he
claimed that such a plan would put the “Bangalee Muslims” under the
domination of “caste Hindus” of West Bengal. He said that the nation
might have to face a “civil war” if such volatile situations were forced upon
him by the “secessionist and destructionists”. He had even threatened the
alleged “autonomists” and “secessionists” with “dire consequences” if
they failed to shun the idea of provincial autonomy.
Monem Khan, the infamous governor of East Pakistan, had publicly stated
that “as long as I remain as the governor of this province, I will see to it
that Sheikh Mujibur Rahman remains in chains.” “Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, the
showy foreign minister of Pakistan, had openly challenged Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman to a public debate at Paltan Maidan in Dhaka but it was Z.A.
Bhutto who did not turn up for the show.”

The Significance/Impact of the Six-Points Proposal
Movement
The “Six-Points have been widely acknowledged as the “Charter of
Freedom” for the Bangalee and their implementation was a turning point
in Bangladesh’s struggle for independence.”
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As a “reaction to economic exploitation, business oligarchy, deprivation
and discrimination, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman started a long
political movement aimed at the independence of Bengal. Hence, the
significance of Six-Points in political and economic freedom of Bangladesh
is beyond the description.”
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman himself cleared the real motives
of the well discussed 6-Points to some of the politicians of his time. First,
in a conversation about the goal of the 6-Points with the then National
Awami Party (NAP) chairman Mr Mozaffar Ahmed, Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman said, “There is only one point, I just turned it around a
little”.
Second, during a conversation with former student leader Abdur Razzaq,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman said, “I just made a bridge to go
forward with the demand of autonomy”.
Third, while talking to poet Syed Shamsul Haque, Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman had said, “What I want from Pakistan is how much they
have taken from us, how much they will pay back and when they will leave.”
“The Six-Points Proposal was very specific, well-articulated and focused.
Within four years, the Six-Points turned into a one demand that is the
freedom of Bangladesh.” The Six-Points Proposal movement was an
integrated approach of national freedom. Since 1966, to the general
election of December 1970, the political movement in East Pakistan
becomes dependent on the Six-Points Proposal.

The Birth of Bangladesh
National elections held in December 1970, the Awami League won an
overwhelming victory in the Pakistan National Assembly. West Pakistan
opened talks with the East on constitutional questions as well as the
formation of a national government headed by the Awami League. The
talks proved unsuccessful as the West Pakistan government was not
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willing to hand over power to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman tried his best to make the Pakistani regimes
for legal transformation of power but the egoistic politicians of West
Pakistan never willed for smooth transition of power to the winner of
1970 election. Meanwhile Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman also kept
his people prepared for any eventuality and gave his directions through
the historic speech of 7th March. Finally war broke out and after nine
months of struggle at the cost of millions of lives, honor, dignity and
unbounded sufferings of the people, Bangladesh came into being through
the surrender of Pakistani Occupation Forces on 16th December 1971.

Political Perspective
The split of “Pakistan and the emergence of Bangladesh can be understood
only in a wider international context of the period: decolonization, the
Cold War and incipient globalization. In a narrative populated by the likes
of Nixon, Kissinger, Zhou Enlai, Indira Gandhi, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Tariq Ali, George Harrison, Ravi Shankar, and
Bob Dylan, Raghavan vividly portrays the stellar international cast that
shaped the origins and outcome of the Bangladesh crisis.”
Mujib’s “Six-Points Proposal was a return to the demand for federal rights
that had been at the heart of the Cabinet Mission Plan. Given the geography
of the country, a loose federation that was close to a confederation was
perhaps the only viable strategy for keeping the country together. The
huge disparities in economic development and resource flows in East
Pakistan united all political front to challenge the ruling coalition. As a
result, the Awami League won 160 of the 162 seats in East Pakistan and
prepared to form the government of Pakistan. This led to an even more
serious constitutional crisis as West Pakistan based elites, including Bhutto,
were unwilling to let the East Pakistan to form the government. The last
desperate act of the authoritarian regime was a bloody crackdown on
political organizers and their intellectual supporters in East Pakistan in
March 1971.”
78

Historic 7th March Speech
Bangabandu’s “historic speech of 7th March 1971 is often considered
as one of the most influential speeches in the history. United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) recognized
the 7th March speech of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as part
of the world’s documentary heritage in 2017. The Public meeting on
7th March was very crucial for Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as
well as for the Bangalee nation. The context before the speech can be
understood from the following statement of Sheikh Hasina, the daughter
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman: “The historic 7th March. Many
suggestions came to my father. He listened to all the suggestions with
patience….When my father was getting ready, my mother brought him to
a room and told him to take rest for a while…My mother said to my father,
‘the fate of the nation depends on you today. You should remember that
you have ‘stick’ in front and ‘gun’ in your behind…You have been suggested
by many to speak so many things. As the fate of the mass depends on your
statement, follow your way. Whatever you will deliver that will go right
because the people of the country loves you and depends on you.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman “tactfully gave the declaration of
the struggle for Independence, where the choice of his phrasing the words
were extraordinary. He came with the awaited declaration at the end in a
way that people had got what they wanted, and it was done in such a way
that the West Pakistani authority could not accuse him with secession. He
stated in his bold voice:”
The struggle this time is the struggle for our emancipation.
The struggle this time is the struggle for our independence.
The “speech of 7th March 1971 was a milestone in the struggle for the
independence of Bangladesh. In his speech, he did not only motivate the
people but also presented the outline and strategy of the movement. For
instance, he said in his speech,” “In case I cannot give you any further order,
I tell you; close all roads and highway indefinitely…Whatever you have, be
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ready with that…Bear in mind that since we have given blood, we will give
more. By the grace of Allah, we will surely liberate the people of this country.
Figure 2: Historic 7th March speech of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

Operation Search Light
Operation Search Light “was a planned military killing carried out by the
Pakistan Army to suppress the Bangalee nationalist movement in East
Pakistan during the liberation war of 1971. The original plan was to take
control of the major cities on 26th March and then eliminate all opposition,
political or military within one month. Major General Khadim Hussain
Raza and Major General Rao Farman Ali drew the plan of operation
Search Light in March 1971, as a follow up of to the decisions taken at a
meeting of the Pakistani Army staff on 22 February. The accurate figure
of casualties in the night of March 25 could not be estimated but foreign
journalists working in Dhaka and according to Asia Times, the number
could be in between 10,000 to 35,000.

Declaration of Independence
Just before the arrest, “in a message on night 25/26th March
1971, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman declared independence.
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The message is said to have been made available to East Pakistan Rifles
(EPR) shortly after midnight and it was duly broadcast through EPR radio
communication system. Because the system was Very High Frequency
(VHF) crystal controlled, not very many people did listen to the declaration.
This message was also broadcasted from Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendro
on 26th March 1971 and was widely reported in newspapers around the
world. The message went:
“This may be my last message, from today Bangladesh is independent. I call
upon the people of Bangladesh wherever you might be and with whatever
you have, to resist the army of occupation to the last. Your fight must go
on until the last soldier of the Pakistan occupation army is expelled from
the soil of Bangladesh and final victory is achieved.”

War of Liberation
As political events gathered momentum, “the stage was set for a clash
between the Pakistan Army and the Freedom fighters (Muktibahini),
headed by Colonel Muhammad Ataul Gani Osmani. After the declaration
of Independence, the Pakistan military sought to quell the Bangalee
military members in the units.” Many of the Bangalee Officers and
men revolted against the Pakistani heinous attitude and onslaught on 25
Mar (night) and started putting resistance at some places like Jashore,
Rajendrapur, Brahmanbaria, Cumilla etc and many were kept arrested/
isolated in West Pakistan; some escaped and joined the freedom fighters in
East Pakistan. Meanwhile, the Muktibahini also fought gallantly at many
places with the support from locals. The scattered actions couldn’t bring
tangible results against the trained Pakistani military with modern weapons.
Later, in August the East Pakistan forces were organized in conventional
brigades namely K, S and Z Forces after the names of their commander.
Meanwhile a good number of Muktibahini received guerrilla training from
India and joined the military brigade and units. These combined forces
started putting stiff resistance at some important places against Pakistani
Army and cause significant damages. On 21 November 1971, Army, Navy
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and Air Force joined together and formed “Armed Forces” and started
combined operation along with Muktibahini. “This drew the attention
of international community and the liberation war of Bangladesh was
on the world media. The Indian military were preparing for the eventual
onslaught with the aid of the Muktibahini and waited for the end of the
monsoon season (December 1971)” to enable easy passage.
Pakistan “decided to nullify such an attack and on 03 December 1971
launched a series of preemptive air strikes. Pakistani attack on India was
seen as an open act of unprovoked aggression by the Indians and thus
accelerated the physical involvement of Indian Military in the war of
liberation. Aided by Bangladesh Armed Forces, Indian Military launched
three pronged attack from West Bengal, Assam and Tripura with view to
capture Dhaka as early as possible. On 16 December 1971 within just 12
days, the capital Dhaka fell to the Mitro Bahini—the allied forces. Lt. Gen.
Niazi surrendered to the combined forces headed by its commander Lt.
Gen. Jagjit Singh Aurora by signing the Instrument of Surrender at Ramna
Racecourse and Bangladesh became liberated.
Figure-3: Lt Gen Jagjhit Singh Aurora receives Niazi’s surrender in Dhaka.

Source: The Liberation Times, Vol. 1, Issue 15, Dated 16 Dec 1971
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Conclusion
The birth of Bangladesh is very much connected to the partition of British
India. “Pakistan emerged as an independent nation in 1947, splitting off
from India. However, after a quarter-century of union with West Pakistan,
the Eastern part of Pakistan broke away in 1971. It is argued that economic
maltreatment of East Pakistan, discriminatory allocation of government
budgets and inequalities in the social sectors etc were important factors
that led to the disintegration of Pakistan. The language movement in
1952 not only laid the foundations for the ethno-Bangalee nationalism but
also heightened the cultural animosity between the authorities of the two
wings of Pakistan. Sheikh Mujib raised the Six-Points Proposal in 1966
for democracy and greater provincial autonomy. The Six-Points Proposal
was outwardly rejected by all the parties of the then Pakistan. Through the
mass movement, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman created public opinion in favour
which Pakistani regime viewed as separatist movement. Finding no other
option, General Yahya Khan declared national election in 1970. Sheikh
Mujib’s Awami League won majority in united Pakistan’s parliament.
Despite having the majority to form the government by Awami League,
the Pakistani regime failed to peaceful transfer of the power. Sensing the
evil design of the Pakistani regime, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
gave his historic 7th March speech in a mammoth public gathering with
necessary directions.” Bangabandhu’s 6-Ponints Proposal finally proved to
be the righteous way which paved the foundation for the creation of the
independent Bangladesh.

References
1. Ayub, Mohammed and Subrahmanyam, K. The Liberation War. New Delhi:
S. Chand, 1972.
2. Baxter, Craig (1997). Bangladesh: From a Nation to a State. Boulder, CO:
Westview Press. ISBN 0-8133-2854-3.

83

Significance of Bangabandhu’s Six-Point Proposal for the Creation of Bangladesh

3. Bhuyain, M. A. W., 1982. Emergence of Bangladesh & Role of Awami
League, New Delhi: Vikas Publishing, 1982, p. 104.
4. Dijink, Gertjan (2002). National Identity and Geopolitical Visions: Maps of
Pride and Pain. Routledge. ISBN 9781134771295.
5. Hossain, S., 2020. Six Points were Bangalee’s Charter of Freedom, Dhaka
Tribune.
6. “India’s History: Modern India: The First Partition Bengal: 1905”. Archived
from the original on 6 August 2018. Retrieved 22 May 2012.
7. Kux, Dennis (2006). India-Pakistan Negotiations: Is Past Still Prologue? US
Institute of Peace Press. p. 30. ISBN 9781929223879
8. Maniruzzaman, T., 1967. National Integration and Political Development in
Pakistan, Asian Survey, Vol. 7, No.12, 1967, pp. 876-885.
9. McGarr, Paul. The Cold War in South Asia: Britain, the United States and
the Indian Subcontinent, 1945–1965. Cambridge University Press, 2013.
p. 331. ISBN 978-1-139-02207-1.
10. Mohiuddin, A., 2020. Six Points were Bangalee’s Charter of Freedom, Dhaka
Tribune.
11. Mukherjee, Soumyendra Nath (1987). Sir William Jones: A Study in
Eighteenth-century British Attitudes to India. Cambridge University
Press. ISBN 978-0-86131-581-9.
12. Raghavan, S., 2013.1971: A Global History of the Creation of Bangladesh,
Harvard University Press.
13. Rahman, S. M., 2012. Unfinished Memoires. University Press Limited, pp.298.
14. .Riedel, Bruce (2013). Avoiding Armageddon: America, India, and Pakistan
to the Brink and Back. Brookings Institution Press. pp. 67–70. ISBN 978-08157-2408-7.
15. Rounaq, J., 1994. Pakistan: Failure in National Integration, The University
Press, 1994, pp. 139-140.
16. Shamsuddoha, M., 2020. The Speech of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman on 7th March 1971: A Historical Analysis. Journal of Social and
Political Sciences, Vol.3, No.1, 222-234. ISSN 2615-3718.

84

17. Small, Andrew (2015). The China-Pakistan Axis: Asia’s New Geopolitics.
Oxford University Press. p. 17. ISBN 978-0-19-021075-5.
18. “Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendro and Bangladesh’s Declaration of
Independence”. The Daily Star.net. Retrieved 25 November 2014.
19. Waheeduzzaman, M. M. The historic six-point movement and its impact on
the struggle for independence.
20. www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2017/03/25/operation-Search Lightgenocide-unleashed, Accessed 24 April 2021.
21. www.kean.edu/~bgsg/Conference09/Papers_and_Presentations/Faruque_
Chowdhury_Presentation_Operation%20Search Light_Presentation.pdfps,
Accessed 23 April, 2021.

Authors
Brigadier General Md Mahbubur Rahman Siddiqui, ndc, afwc, psc was
commissioned with 29th BMA Long Course on 16 December 1993 in
the Corps of Infantry. He attended a number of courses at home and
abroad. He is a graduate from Defence Services Command and Staff
College, Mirpur and also National Defence College, Mirpur. He got
his Masters in Defence Studies from National University and Masters
in Philosophy on Strategy and Development Studies from Bangladesh
University of Professionals. Besides serving in various infantry regiments,
he also served as Instructor in Weapon Wing (SI&T, Sylhet), General Staff
Officer Grade-3 (Operation) in HQ 65 Infantry Brigade and both Grade-2
& 1 (Counter Insurgency) Staff Officer in HQ 24 Infantry Division. He
was Commanding Officer of 4th East Bengal Regiment and Deputy
President in ISSB. He also served as Detachment Commander of DGFI
and Colonel Staff in Armed Forces Division (AFD). He commanded 222
Infantry Brigade at Saidpur Cantonment. Brigadier General Mahbub has
participated in the United Nations missions in Sierra Leone as a military
observer in 2003 and in Democratic Republic of Congo as Operations
Officer in 2010. Brigadier General Mahbub visited few countries in Asia
and Africa.
85

Significance of Bangabandhu’s Six-Point Proposal for the Creation of Bangladesh

Brigadier General Md Abul Kalam Azad, ndc, psc was commissioned
with 11 BMA Special Regular Course on 17 June 1994 in the Corps of
Engineers. He attended a number of courses at home and abroad. He
acquired his Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from Bangladesh
Institute of Technology (presently Chattogram University of Engineering
and Technology, CUET), Chattogram. He is also a graduate from Defence
Services Command and Staff College, Mirpur. He obtained his Masters
in Defence Studies from National University and Masters of Science in
Water Resources Engineering from Bangladesh University of Engineering
and Technology (BUET), Dhaka. He obtained his Doctor of Philosophy
in Water Resources Engineering from BUET, Dhaka. Besides serving in
various engineer battalion, he also served as an instructor in Engineer Centre
and School of Military Engineering (ECSME), Kadirabad, Natore and
Military Institute of Science and Technology (MIST), Mirpur Cantonment.
He also served as Grade-2 Staff Officer (Training) in Engineer Directorate
in Army Headquarters (AHQ) and Assistant Adjutant and Quarter Master
General (AA&QMG) in division headquarters. He was Commanding
Officer of 8 Engineer Battalion. He was also the Project Manager (PM)
of Construction Supervision Consultant (CSC) of both Padma Bridge
and Padma Bridge Rail Link Project. He was the Dean, Faculty of Civil
Engineering and Head of the Department of Civil Engineering of MIST.
Brigadier General Kalam has participated in the United Nations missions
in East Timor as a contingent member and Staff Officer in Head Quarters
of United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS). Brigadier General
Kalam visited few countries in Asia, Australia and Africa.

86

BANGABANDHU SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN
AND BANGALEES- TESTIMONY OF VALUE,
PHILOSOPHY AND VISION FOR WHICH
MILLIONS SACRIFICED THEIR LIVES
Brigadier General Abu Rubel Md Shahabuddin, ndc,
hdmc, afwc, psc, G
“Ora amar mukher vasha kaira nite chai, ora kothai kothai shekol porai
amar hate pae - They want to snatch away our mother tongue, they put
us in shackles every day and night”. This is the unprecedented story of
struggle for freedom of a nation who wanted to free from oppression
posed by the same religious people speaking the other languages and
living in other cultures. The religion could not glue the country together
where belief, culture and value stood out. “More often than not, wars
result from multiple causes that may be political, economic, or driven by
geographical considerations. However, the birth of Bangladesh has proven
that culture is yet another fundamental cause, and had become a tool of
organized warfare.” The nation sacrificed in millions for their culture
alone, unshackled from the oppressor and became an independent nation
basing on their national values and philosophy. As Samuel Huntington
mentioned- “fault lines between civilizations will be the battle lines of
future”- East Pakistanis, deeply recognized themselves as Bangalees and
proved that not the religion but the “Bangaleeness” represent their culture.
And they rightfully choose to be separated from alien West Pakistani
culture and beliefs and became an independent nation by themselves.
Bangalees are the third largest ethnic group in the world who have lived
together in peace and harmony irrespective of religion, cast and creed
from time immemorial. They are Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, Christians,
and many more other religious believers, yet they are all Bangalees. They
speak the same language, a very old, traditional and rich language dated
thousands years back and originated in the Vedic era and rooted in the old
civilization of this continent. They put on the same dress, eat the same kind
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of food, observe the same festivals and fight the same natural calamities.
Mostly agrarian society, they struggle every year with the nature to harvest
their bountiful paddy and golden jute. They indulge in drama, poetry, folk
songs and Jatra pala- a traditional village drama after the harvest season.
Irrespective of religion, they reside together in the same villages, eat the
same food in the same festivals, put on the traditional Dhuti- Kurta and
stands beside each other during happy time and crisis periods. They are
the most homogenous people of a contiguous land who were ruled by
different rulers in different times but they remained same in their hearts
and minds from ancient age and never became separated.
The Bangalees are imaginative, poetic, artistic, heroic and endowed with
all the qualities to make a national communitiy which is unparalleled in the
region. They possess many great saints, poets, revolutionaries, philosophers
and leaders from all the religions and walks of life contributing to the
distinctive national heritage and concrete cultural unity. Most of the
great personalities of the Indian sub-continent were Bangalees.The list
is endless: Hindu Saint Shri Ramkrishna, Swami Vivekanando, Buddhist
spiritual saint Atish Diponkor, poet Bankim Chandra, nobel laureates
great poet Rabidranath Tagore and nobel laureates econmist Amartya
Sen and Md Yunus, great rebel poet Kaji Nazrul Islam, great leader and
father of the nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, A. K. Fazlul
Haque, pioneer revolutionary Subhas Chandra and Titumir, pioneer of
women freedom movement Begum Rokeya, scientist Jagodish Chandra,
educationist Ishwar Chandra Biddya Sagar, Md Sahidullah, Raja Ram
Mohon, spiritual poet and singer Lalon and Hason Raja, writer and film
maker Sattyajit Roy, and many more. All these people and their intriguing
works and preaching gave this nation a nationalist sense and transformed
them into a great entity who hated alien rule.
The British ruler were adamant to divide this nation to get the notion of
nationalities and anti-British sentiment dissolved. The hub of revolution
and movement was with the Bangalees. The revolutionary poems of
Nazrul and the struggle of Titumir, Khudiram, Subhas Chandra and many
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innocent lives of thousands of Bangalees did not allow the British to rule
in ease. On a fine morning the Bangalees found themselves separated from
each other with the plea of administrative difficulties by the rulers. In fact,
that was the first ploy to divide the Bangalees on the basis of religion
and shake the homogeneity of culture and belief. The Eastern Bengal
and Assam was to be separated from Western Bengal basing on religious
majority of inhabitants. But the Bangalees did never accept such evil plot
of the British monarchy.
The people of Bengal were adamant to defeat the scheme of Lord Karjan.
People of all over the Bengal observed mourning throughout the day.
Thousands and thousands of Bangalees rub dust or ashes on their faces and
observed silence; they ate no food, did not go for works. The courts were
closed, offices were unattended and shops, mills and factories were all shut
down. They felt that they had been insulted, humiliated and tricked. They
understood that the partition was a deliberate blow aimed at the solidarity and
the self-consciousness of the Bangalee speaking population who are closely
bonded by language, culture, belief and not by religion. The struggle for
reunification - the Swadeshi movement continued and many Bangalees gave
their lives to the oppressor British rullers. Ultimately the British were forced
to give up their evil scheme. The great people of the great Bengal reunited
again within six years. Nationalism, the cultural integrity, the deep root within
the people and society prevailed over religious compartmentalization. The
people proclaimed their unity by organizing rallies where tilok was applied
and rakihs were tied to each other irrespective of religion. Bengal fraternity
was a feeling of mind that nobody could crush.
The Swaraj and Swadeshi movement of Bangalees gave momentum to the
anti British movement and the British became farm in their belief that there
was no other way to subsides the nationalism of Bangalees but to divide
them on the basis of religion. The homogeneity of Bangalees was the threat
to the British rulers. So it happened again- with the political ambition of few
Muslim League leaders, the British divided the continent into two parts and
the Muslim Bangalees got separated from their brethren Hindus again.
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The Pakistan, a country from nowhere emerged based on religion alone.
The people were different, there was no homogeneity of language, culture
and beliefs. The Bangalees found their ruler ruling across an ocean whom
they do not know at all. The ruling elites were few who did not have any
representation in their society. The feudalism continued and the elite
people never came close to them. Bangalees could discern the difference
every day. Bangalees were peace-loving agrarian humble people. They
selected their own leadership. They had all the rights in policy making. The
leaders were always representing the general mass. The political leaders
were mostly general people and not religious clerics, land lords or military
generals like in the West Pakistan.
The Pakistanis believed that the Bangalees were still in the cultural ties with
the Indian Bangaleees which was lagging them behind in the united journey
of the new nation. In their thought the Bangalees were a weak nation with
poems and dramas who were fond of Tagores song which was totally
unreligious. Bangalees ate fishes and rice hence had no muscle and energy to
fight the nonbelievers. They put on the Dhuti Kurta, the dress of the Hindus.
They thought that the cultural ties and influence across the eastern boundary
was predominant than the western Panjabi culture and a great impediment
for Muslim nation. They believed that the Bangalees were still Hindus and
more akin to their brothers on the western parts. So they denied Bangalees
in all sphere of national affairs: politics, military, bureaucracy, etc. Only few
Bangalees could become commissioned officers (7%) in the Armed Forces,
none could become secretary in the bureaucracy being 55 % of the total
Pakistan population. The defence of East Pakistan was neglected and they
declared that the Hindus will not attack East Pakistan and the defence of
West Pakistan will ensure security of East Pakistan.
And they build walls between brothers like the British did. The
communication between West and East Bengal was stopped. The rail
and river communication ceased. Many land ports were closed. The ruler
military general declared “If I were an East Pakistani, then, in order to get
away from the cultural domination and grip of Calcutta, I would change
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the script. That would give a tremendous psychological freedom to the
people of East Pakistan from the forces of Hindu culture and influence”.
They believed firmly that the Bangla language is a Hindu language hence
should be rejected. It was perceived that Urdu was an Islamic language
and it would help unite the embryonic nation. The central government, in
its attempt to de-Sanskritize the Bangla language which was derived from
Sanskrit (Brahmi) – undertook a program to teach Bangla through the
Arabic script. The Pakistan Public Service Commission removed Bangla
from the list of approved subjects. Bangla was also removed from currency
notes and stamps. Rabindraonath Tagore was banned being non-Muslim
in religion. Tagore was a cultural icon for Bangalees and to ban Tagore
was to ban Bangalee culture. The Urdu, which was only few hundreds
year old language and mixed of many other alien languages like Arabic,
Turcik, Persian etc would be the language of ancient speaking Bangalees
mother tongue. The Bangalees were 52 % and the Urdu speakings were
only 7 percent of the whole Pakistan. In East Pakistan 99% people were
speaking Bangla. Rightfully the intellectuals of the East Pakistan protested.
Public outrage spread, and a large number of Bangalee students met in the
University of Dhaka campus on December 8, 1947, demanding Bangla to
be made an official language. Dr. Shahidulla, in his presidential address at
the East Pakistan Literary Conference expressed rather forcefully: “While
it is fact that we are Hindus or Muslims, the more important fact is that we
are Bangalees.”
On February 21, 1952, five young men were gunned down in Dhaka by
the police for protesting against the measure and demanding Bangla to
be included as one of the national languages. The Language Movement
(Bhasha Andolan) ignited great nationalistic spirit. It gave birth to the soul
rousing and much motivating song by Abdul Gaffar Chowdhury which
led to the ultimate freedom movement: “Can I forget the twenty first of
February, of a hundred mothers robbed of their sons…Can I ever forget
it? (Avgvi fvB‡qi i‡³ ivOv‡bv GKy‡k †deªæqvix, Avwg wK fywj‡Z cvwi?)Ó
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“Ayub Khan felt that the Bangalees had been, and still were, under
considerable Hindu cultural and linguistic influence, and once again in 1969
he tried to push Urdu as the sole national language of Pakistan. Within the
Army, soldiers were injected with the poison of ethnic hatred. They were
told that Bangalees were only recent converts to Islam, that Hinduism was
in their blood, and that this was the reason they wanted to break away from
Pakistan. They were incited to rape Bangalee women in order to mutate
the Hindu Bangalee gene.”
But the cultural activists all across the East Pakistan resisted the evil attempt
to suppress Bangalee culture, as they strongly felt that their culture was their
identity. During the great Liberation War, a cultural activists summed up his
inspiration: “Culture has been a center point of our political movement. We
were always challenged by the Pakistanis, they never understood us, they
never understood our culture, they never understood that our language
was very deep rooted, our culture was very deep rooted, and language and
culture are not something that you can just uproot and destroy. So from
the very beginning, our culture was under attack, just as we were politically
attacked and economically attacked.”
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was a pure Bangalee by heart and
soul. He was a simple Bangalee, a boy from the bank of River Kaliganga.
He grew up in a village like other general Bangalee children. His childhood
was filled up with joy and joviality with company of all segments of
people irrespective of their caste, creed or religion. He found the rhythm
of life in playing in the midst of dust and sand of his village, swimming
in the Kaliganga River, listening to the great folk songs and fairy tales
of Rajkumars under a bright sky full of glorious stars. When he grew
up, as a student in the Presidency College of Calcutta, he realized that
the Bangalees in West Bengal are not any different than the Bangalees of
East Bengal. He had a concrete conviction that the Bangalees are beyond
any religious differentiation and the historic origin, linguistic and cultural
ties are far above any political motive which can separate them from each
other. He perfectly identified the Bangalee belief, value, philosophy and
culture which glued the nation together for thousands of year.
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Bangabandhu’s political career matured during the language movement
where he led from the front for the right of his mother tongue. He was
imprisoned by the Pakistani Junta yet he continued the movement from
the jail. The belief and value of Bangalee people centering the mother
tongue was precisely recognized by the Father of the Nation. He was the
philosopher who articulated the vision of the Bangalees through the six
points movement which took its momentum from the language movement.
This is, as a matter of fact, a unique example of how the nucleus of belief
and value nourished by a great philosopher and leader paves the way to the
national vision.
The whole six points were nothing but the national vision of Bangalees the charisma of the great leader Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
He gave the Bangalees the much dreamed vision of thousand years, a
vision of freedom, economic emancipation and autonomy. He showed
the nation the great way to dignity and freedom. He clearly defined that
the Bangalee as a nation is dissimilar to the West Pakistanis, and its culture,
heritage and uniqueness could not be merged with the West Pakistan in
the plea of religious identity alone. The Bangalees are a different nation,
a different race with distinct geographical identity- hence may demand a
separate identification in the region and the globe. The whole nation rallied
behind him, elected him and aspired to prosper under his leadership. The
Bangalees could see freedom from oppression, self-right to practice own
culture and speak freely in own mother tongue. But the West Pakistanis
denied him the legitimate power and came with all the military might to
crash the aspirations of the Bangalees. Many millions of people were
killed, hundreds of thousands were raped and the core intellectuals were
assassinated systematically.
But the Bangalees are martial nation also. They are soft in mind yet have
survived many aggressions and natural calamities for thousands of year.
When the oppressor came down forcibly with tanks and planes to kill
the embryo of Golden Bengal, the vision of Father of the Nation, mass
Bangalees took up arms and resisted. The whole nation was ready to sacrifice
everything to protect the dream and the vision - “a free Bangladesh for
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all common people free from any kind of social and economic disparity
with equal right to prosperity”. Every Bangalee followed his articulated
battle strategy- “Turn every house into a fortress, resist the enemy with
everything you have (cª‡Z¨K N‡i N‡i `yM© M‡o †Zvj, †Zvgv‡`i hvi hv wKQy Av‡Q ZvB
wb‡q kÎæi †gvKv‡ejv Ki‡Z n‡e).Ó
The strategic guidance of the Father of the Nation to defend the national
vision and interest was meticulously narrated down to every tiers of citizen
by the politicians and military leaders leading the resistance. The nation
stood up and fought with whatever they had. Every house was turned into
a fortress. Every son of the soil became a Freedom Fighter. The Bangalee
members of Pakistan Military revolted and took lead in the resistance.
Members of East Pakistan Rifles and Police also joined the revolt. People
from all walks of life, i.e., students, farmers, labours, doctors, engineers,
civil service, businessmen, etc, joined the Mukti Bahini and continued
stiff resistance under the leadership of General Osmani and his Sector
Commanders. The whole nation provided them with moral and logistic
support whatever they had. The brutality of Pakistani military surpassed
the genocide of Genghis Khan. 3 million of Bangalees were killed and
hundreds of thousands of sisters and mothers lost their dignities. And at
last, the oppressors were halted, defeated and sent back to their land in
chains; disgusted by the fish eating music loving soft hearted Bangalees.
The language and culture played a key role here again. Swadhin Bangla
Betar Kendra (Radio Station of Independent Bangladesh) ignited passion
and motivated audiences by airing programs like Chorompotro, hosted by
M.R. Akhtar Mukul. He commented with humor on the adverse situation
being faced by the Pakistan Army and their precarious condition to boost
the morale of the freedom fighters. Another popular program Jallader
Darbar (Court of a Butcher) was run by Kalyan Mitra, where Yahya Khan,
the President of Pakistan was ridiculed through the medium of satire. Bojro
Kontho (Thunderous Voice) presented speeches of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman which ignited the battle sprite amongst the freedom
fighters all over the country and the region. A Mukti Joddha told, “To me,
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facing the enemy head-on in the battle field with guns seemed more proper
way of fighting. So it took me a while to realize the true strength of radio;
with time I understood that the station was no less strong in fighting than
any guns. The station was able to reach a huge number of people, and
take our messages to them, motivate them to face the Pakistanis and keep
fighting.”
Certainly, religion could not retain two wings of Pakistan together forever.
If it was the hype of religion that shaped Pakistan in 1947, in December 16,
it was the magnificent triumph of cultural identity which started with the
language movement and matured with the six points - the vision of Golden
Bengal by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The nationalist feelings of
Bangalees were never duly perceived by the West Pakistanis. This nationalist
movement prompted a war where the moral ground was always with the
Bangalees. The religious fervor never could surpass the dream of a nation
and the vision of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. The vision led to an armed struggle resulting in division of Pakistan
eventually. Therefore it can be stated that the emergence of Bangladesh
signifies the victory of value, culture and vision over religious politics.
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BANGABANDHU SHEIKH MUJIBUR
RAHMAN: A ROLE MODEL FOR THE
YOUNG GENERATION
Colonel Sharif Md Aman Hassan, SPP, psc
“I will sacrifice my life, if necessary, to eliminate all injustice and exploitation from
the country”
-Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

Introduction
The name Bangladesh is closely associated with Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. One can’t be separated from the other. Father of the
nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was the main architect and
driving force of sovereign and independent Bangladesh. This visionary
leader was very kind-hearted yet uncompromising in attaining the rights
and dignity of his people. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was
concerned for Bengalees self-respect and instilling self-confidence from
his childhood. His leadership inspired the common people to fight with
the highest stakes which brought them independence, their own countryBangladesh. The thought of independent Bangladesh would have remained
a dream without the leadership of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
He dedicated his life to unite the Bangalees in achieving their dream: to
liberate the country.
Bangladesh is a developing country. In the era of the fourth industrial
revolution, the young generations are too busy with their career. They want
all at once but reluctant to struggle; they are quite hurry to get everything.
They lack patience, sacrifice, dedication and love for the country. Usually
the young’s are the followers. They try to copy and follow the great
personalities, who they think to be their idol, if they are guided and directed
correctly. In this context, it is time to study Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
97

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman: A Role Model for the Young Generation

Rahman, his ideals, his beliefs and his legacy in greater depth. We need to
look back to the life lesson of Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. His character and ideologies could be the radar for the
lifeboat of every young generation.

Attaining Leadership Qualities
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was a born leader and a fighter.
He fought his entire life for the political and economic emancipation of
Bangalees. An ideal quality of leadership is seen in Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman who had vision and commitment for the benefit of the
people and society. Since his childhood, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman wanted to help and worked for the people. Mujib showed the first
sign of being a people’s leader in 1939, at an age of 19 years, when he led a
group of students to the visiting Prime Minister of undivided Bengal, Shere-Bangla AK Fazlul Huq to demand that the cracked roof of Gopalganj
Missionary School be repaired. It means, since his childhood he nurtured
and developed the quality to lead. During that visit, veteran politician
Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy was very impressed by Bangabandhu’s
dedication and activism and he invited Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman to Calcutta. From that day on, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman became a devotee of Suhrawardy whose influence shaped his
progressive political ideology. Mujib worked very closely with Suhrawardy
whom Mujib regarded as a political mentor or Guru. He strengthened his
political knowledge from those leaders.
Throughout his life, Mujib believed in democracy and was vocal about people’s
political and economic emancipation from exploitation and oppression. From
1947 to 1970, Bangalee nationalist movement, under Mujib’s leadership,
became stronger day by day. (Reesham, 2020). As a political leader, he always
fought against criminal forces and imperialist power.
When Awami Muslim League was formed, Mujib was given party posts
in various capacities but he engaged himself in earning popular support,
developing his leadership qualities and installing the trust of his party members.
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Unconditional Love for the People
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is one of the greatest leaders the
world has ever produced. He acquired his philosophical belief from his
love for the people and the country, and through unusual courage, honesty
and sincerity (Zunaid, 2021).

Photo Courtesy: Google, Photo Archive | 100 Years of Mujib
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Unconditional love for the people was the main theme of Bangabandhu’s
philosophy. From the very beginning of his life, Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman fought for the rights and dignity of the common people.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman wrote: “As a man, what concerns
mankind concerns me. As a Bengalee, I am deeply involved in all that
concerns Bengalees. This abiding involvement is born of and nourished
by love, enduring love, which gives meaning to my politics and to my very
being.” People of Bangladesh could feel his unconditional love for them in
his speeches and activities which they reciprocated even during his absence.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman told the BBC’s David Frost in 1972,
“My greatest strength is the love for my people, my greatest weakness
is that I love them too much”. Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
said, “Something we are able to celebrate (50 years’ of independence)
today because of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s vision for independent and
democratic country, one which built on his love for its people.” (Trudeau,
2021)

Symbol of Patience
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman waited twenty four years for the
independence of Bangladesh. He had the patience for the final moment to
declare independence. Within these years he was imprisoned for more than
a decade. When Sheikh Mujib was forced into confinement in Pakistan
on 25 March 1971, he remained faithful to the Almighty and hopeful
about his people. It is impossible to imagine what Mujib went through
in the Pakistani jail, but he never gave up hope and aspiration to liberate
Bangladesh. During this time, he had to sacrifice his family life.

Determination to Reach the Goal
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was determined and committed
to achieving his goals. His most famous expression was, “I will say while
going to the gallows, I am a Bangalee, Bangladesh is my country and Bangla
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is my language. Joy Bangla.” (Mosud, 2021) Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman was the source of inspiration for the freedom fighters. His
message on 07 March 1971 was: “This may be my last message; from today
Bangladesh is independent. I call upon the people of Bangladesh, wherever
you are and with whatever you have, to resist the army of occupation to the
last. Your fight must go on until the last soldier of the Pakistan occupation
army is expelled from the soil of Bangladesh and final victory is achieved.”
(Banglapedia, 2021) Although he was uncertain regarding his future, he
never gave up. He had to face immense torture in West Pakistan jail, but
he remained ever fresh and determined to snatch the independence from
the oppressors. With his firm mental courage, leadership, dedication and
determination, Bangladesh became independent. (Mosud, 2021)

Sacrificing Attitude
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was unique in terms of selfsacrifice. He had sacrificed his entire life to remove disparity and attain
social justice and economic development of Bangladesh.
In 1949, when Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was a student
of Dhaka University, he was expelled for supporting the fourth class
employees. He led a movement for the employees so that their wages
increase. He did not think of his student life or career. He sacrificed his
career for the general people. He proved that the decision of the University
authority was wrong. Thus in 2010, the Syndicate of Dhaka University
withdraw the expulsion order of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
from the University.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman spent almost a decade in East and
West Pakistan jail for the rights of the people sacrificing student and family
life. He was confined to jail several times. He was also ready to make ultimate
sacrifices for the country. In his speech declaring the independence of
Bangladesh on 26 March 1971, he beforehand instructed, ‘if I cannot give
orders later…’ He anticipated that he might be captured and taken away or
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even killed. (Tahseen Nower) That is why he addressed the nation telling
the people what to do in his absence. When he declared independence,
his speech began with the words, ‘’this is perhaps my last speech…but
you need to resist. You need to protect the independence/freedom of
Bangladesh.’’ He was ready to make the ultimate self-sacrifice. (Ali, 2020)

Working Under Extremely Difficult Situations
Our young generation is hesitant to join politics. They feel that the
environment of our political arena is quite hostile and corrupted.
But when we look back to the life of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman we can see that politics is all about helping the people, finding
out the irregularity of the society and taking initiatives to materialize it.
(Leadership-lessons, 2020) Having the boldness and courage to withstand
any unpleasant is leadership. All the great leaders like Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, Mao Zedong or Nelson Mandela could achieve their
goals by devoting themselves to extremely difficult situations. Situations
for Mujib was extremely odd starting from his student life; physical
problem, imprisonment, Agartala conspiracy case and so on. But Mujib
never deviated from the goal of helping the people and fighting the odds.
During Liberation War, he had to lead the mass from West Pakistan jail. In
his 28 years of active life before 1971(1943-1971), he was in jail for more
than a decade.
After Independence in 1971, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
faced tremendous challenges in rebuilding the war-ravaged country. The
challenges in the economic front were grave. The major challenges in
the economic front were the need for mobilizing adequate internal and
external resources, rebuilding infrastructures, rehabilitating thousands of
people who lost everything in the war; and reviving the financial, industrial
and business organizations. There were no food stocks and not a dollar in
the foreign exchange reserve. The war of liberation disrupted the economy
including agriculture. (Dr Atiur Rahman, 2021)
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After returning from West Pakistan jail, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman systemically and gradually started rebuilding the war-torn
Bangladesh. He could successfully overcome the challenges of economic
and non-economic sectors. His first few words in the massive gathering
at the Racecourse were, “this independence will be meaningless if the
people could not be fed, and the youths not provided with employment.”
He started to reconstruct every sector of the war-torn country. Very
first he formulated the country’s highest document ‘Constitution’ within
nine months. He started to connect the country with the international
arenas. Bangladesh gradually started to go from a bottomless basket to a
developing country.

Far-sightedness
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was a far-sighted leader. Just after
the formation of the state Pakistan in 1947, within a shortest possible of
time he formed Chhatra League in January 4, 1948. He could see that the
Muslim League will not be caring for the students of East Pakistan. He
had that much perceptiveness and courage to form Chhatra League.
Since the beginning of Pakistan, the rulers were quite ignorant about the
welfare of the people of East Pakistan. The ruling party Muslim League
became so autocratic that the rights of the people of East Pakistan were
humiliated. They tried to impose Urdu as the state language of Pakistan. In
this context, Father of the Nations Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
thought to battle against the West Pakistanis through politics. Thus he once
again took an initiative to form a political party for the well-being of the
people of East Pakistan. By his tireless effort Awami League was formed
in June 23, 1949, which led the Language Movement in 1952. Just before
Liberation war, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman could understand
that he will be arrested anytime by the Military Junta. The powerful speech
on March 7, 1971, had proved his farsightedness. He said, “if I can’t give
order later, even though you have to snatch away the victory”. In that
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speech, he gave necessary guidance to the Bangalees regarding their likely
activities even if he is absent. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman could
successfully instill his political philosophy in the mind of common people.
After our independence, the repatriation of Indian Forces was another farsighted major decision that Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman took.

Organizing Capability
After the formation of Pakistan, the rulers declared the provincial election
in 1954. On this election, to battle against the ruling ‘Muslim League’
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman took an initiative to form a coalition
party. He visited every leader of different parties in East Pakistan. Later,
same minded four parties- Awami League, Krishok-Sramik Party, Nejam-EIslami and Leftist Democratic Party under the leadership of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman formed a coalition party named “United Front”.
On that election, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman visited whole East
Pakistan and asked peoples mandate for United Front. United Front won
in a landslide victory in that election. It was possible only because of the
organizing capability of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. He could
realize that, we should not compete the election as a single party as the votes
are likely to be divided between different parties. Thus he organized all the
parties of East Pakistan and formed United Front.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman left his position as a minister in
1954 to work on strengthening his organization and spread the roots to all
corners of Bangladesh. Once his support system was created that’s when
he started the 6-point movement. He knew he could not achieve the bigger
goals and visions of an independent nation without a strong organizational
backbone. (Ali, 2020)
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman worked relentlessly to strengthen
and unite the general people as well as Awami League. He spread his
idealism to all corner of East Pakistan. He organized people from each
and every sectors to fight the liberation war; thus it became a Total People’s
War.
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Inspiring Capability
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman can be considered a magnetic
leader as he inspired Bengalees by his mesmerizing leadership quality,
competency, enormous political wisdom, and sacrifice for the country’s
people. (Ali, 2020). Being a good human being, a good organizer and a
good orator, from the childhood, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
could attract grass root level easily. Bangabandhu’s long successful political
career inspires generations to raise their voices against all sorts of injustice.
He led many democratic and freedom movements along with the inspired
and dedicated general people.
The historic oration of 7th March inspired an impulsive revolution amongst
the people of Bangladesh. He could instill sense of responsibly towards
the nation with a pride in their identity. His leadership, commitment to the
cause, dedication and selflessness inspired them to fight and snatched away
the victory.

Simplicity
“Bangabandhu never had such entourage that would have kept his people
waiting. His simplicity despite being a leader of towering height in the
post-independence era amazes me most.” (Galib Ashraf, 2021)
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was a public leader, he never
distanced himself from the people. People from every corner could get
access to him. He was a kind and simple hearted man who gave immense
importance to the general mass, thus he could win the heart of them. As
the president of the country, he chose staying at of Dhanmondi 32, instead
of Bangabhaban. Former President of Palestine, Yasser Arafat said, “The
specialty of Mujib’s character was his uncompromising fighting leadership
with a generous heart.”(Voice of Millions, 2020)
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Ideology
Determination, boldness, courage to face the odds and fighting for the
right cause were some of the ideology that Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman followed throughout his life. Love for people was the core of
Bangabandhu’s political ideology. He paid maximum devotion for attaining
people’s rights and interest. As a realistic leader, he would spare less time in
theoretical discussions and would remain busy in navigating the challenges
of everyday life. (Atiqul, 2021).
He always bargained to keep Bengalees better off and tried to create
welfare maximization, which was a vibrant ideology. He hated comprador
classes, land grabbers, and corrupt personnel as they worked as evil forces.
He wanted to establish an exploitation and repression free society. He said,
“The world is divided into two halves, the oppressed and the oppressors.
I am with the oppressed”. He fought against political and social injustice.
The reflections of Banganabdhu’s political philosophy can be seen in the
four guiding principles of state adopted by our constitution: Nationalism,
democracy, secularism, and socialism. He defended these four principles
in various speeches delivered in the parliament, in the party forums, and in
addresses to the nation. (Rounaq, 2019)
From the beginning of his life, till the end, we can mark the reflection of
patriotism, love for the people, simplicity, sacrificing attitude, dedication,
secularism and nationalism in his all activities. Bangabandhu’s ideology,
can be a lighthouse of the country’s policymakers and young generation.

Conclusion
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman dedicated himself selflessly for our
political and economic emancipation. He was a true leader with enormous
love and sympathy for the people but death angle for the oppressors.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had the enviable capability of
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inspiring the people with his appearance, speeches, love and dedication
to fight for the right cause. He was the main architect of Independent
Bangladesh. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was a very simple
man with very strong ideology. Every individual should study the life of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman for personal enlightenment and
building a happy, harmonious and prosperous nation.
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Introduction
Bangladesh, a country often termed as the wonder of South Asia, had a
difficult beginning, not only since its independence, but even before its
freedom from the foreign rulers. Although the people living in this land
which has been called Bengal from antiquity had linguistic and cultural
homogeneity in broader sense, its lack in political cohesion precluded it
from forming a collective political identity. Without a political identity
it could never form a polity which was governed by members of its
own. That is why we see that the people could never become a nation
in its history. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman for the first time in
its history completed its identity as a nation which under his visionary
leadership formed for the first time a polity, a state which is Bangladesh,
governed by its own members and for the benefit of its people. And that is
why Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is the most important Bengali
of all time and his vision is still relevant to this date. In fact, his visions of
Bangladesh and Bengali nation are not only relevant, but also the principal
guidance into the future.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was born at a time when the
political environment of colonial India was being shaped by various ideas,
ideologies and events like no other times in its history. Specially, the then
Bengal province was the political and cultural center of colonial India
where the ideas of self-administration, then independence, nationalism
based on religion and modernism were shaping and directing the events on
the political landscape. All these things led to an idea even more uniquepartition of the country based on religion. After the partition of India
and independence of Pakistan, the political dynamics took a new turn and
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young Bangabandhu experienced and participated in that political dynamic
from the close. In the newly established Pakistan, he found that his political
beliefs which motivated millions of Muslims to establish Pakistan was no
more being used for the wellbeing of its citizens irrespective of their origin
and ethnicity. When Bangabandhu realized that political identity based
on religion was not an impetus strong enough to establish equity from
a political and economic standpoint, at that point of his life he began to
realize Pakistan was not the platform which can deliver ultimate freedom
and development to his people, the Bengalis. The course of disillusionment
with the idea of Pakistan gave rise to the visions Bangabandhu held for
Bangladesh where the Bengalis can establish themselves as a proud nation
in this world. Hence, to understand his visions of Bangladesh, the events
along his political life need to be analyzed and it has to be determined how
those events could have shaped his political philosophy. Without proper
understanding of his political philosophy, comprehending his vision of
Bangladesh in complete sense is impossible.

Political Scenario of British Bengal and Politics of
Bangabandhu
In 1920, when Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was born, the
British India was going through a political transition which was to shape
the future of the Indian subcontinent. Only nine years ago in 1911,
Bengal partition was annulled which symbolized the first political rivalry
of national scale between two main religious communities in then India.
Political strife between the Hindu and Muslim community that started at
the advent of the twentieth century took a discernable shape by 1920.
As reaction to Hindu revivalism in 1892, British government in India
adopted “Divide and Rule Policy” (www.researchgate.net ) and started
to patronize Muslim community. As a result, mistrust and rift between
two communities started to widen. When pro-Hindu extremist leaders
of All India National Congress (AINC) won in 1905 Baransi Convention
the majority members’ support against the Partition of Bengal and in
110

favor of Swadeshi Movement. Consequently, in 1906 Muslim leaders
and prominent figures founded All India Muslim League to protest the
Swadeshi Movement. Thus created two main streams of Indian politics
that would dictate the political events of the subcontinent for the days
to come. As time progressed, the ideologies and demands held by both
parties diverged. With the progress of the Indians in the education sector,
they began to form their own political ideology and especially the desire to
self-rule and autonomy was kindled in their minds. But different ideologies
of the Muslim and Hindu leaders led to a solution which resulted in the
partition of India into two separate countries on the basis of religion.
The end of Second World War catalyzed the movement of Independence
of India. Both Muslims and the Hindus along with other groups of India
strengthened their effort to obtain independence. In Provincial Election
of 1946, Muslim league won majority in the then Bengal Presidency in all
provinces in India under the leadership of Hossain Shahid Suhrawardy.
During election campaign, Muslim league placed the demand of Pakistan
in its election manifesto and popular muslim support for the demand
of Pakistan was the main cause behind the victory of Muslim league in
Bengal in the Provincial Election of 1946. Through the victory of Muslim
league, the demand of Pakistan achieved a solid foundation as a legitimate
political demand of the Indian Muslims. Bangabandhu started his active
political life under the auspices of Hossain Shahid Suhrawardy himself. At
the beginning of his political life, Bangabandhu was an ardent supporter
of the idea of Pakistan as we learn from his own words, ÒZLb ivRbxwZ ïiæ
K‡iwQ fxlYfv‡e| mfv Kwi, e³…Zv Kwi| †Ljvi w`‡K Avi bRi bvB| ïay gymwjg jxM, Avi
QvÎjxM| cvwK¯Ívb Avb‡ZB n‡e, bZyev gymjgvb‡`i evPvi Dcvq bvB|Ó (Amgvß AvZ¥Rxebx,
†kL gywReyi ingvb) His belief in Pakistan as reflected on his political activities
is seen from 1938 to 1947.
All India Muslim League was the first political party of India that was
established to represent the political demands and propel the Muslim
community in the right direction. Though its founding leaders were
solely from the elite class of the society like Zaminder or landlords, it
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succeeded in winning the support of majority Muslims of India in the
absence of any other political party representing them. As its popularity
grew its supporters ranged from members of elite Muslim society to
the peasants of villages across India. Specially the growing middle class
Muslim youths became supporters of the only Muslim political party en
masse. Though the majority of the supporters and activists were not from
the elite Muslim society, but the policies by adopted by the party were in
broad sense favorable to the elites. For example, though a majority of the
Muslim league supporters were somehow related to the peasant class, the
party never took any initiative to rescue peasants from the clutch of the
landlords as the leaders of the party themselves were the beneficiaries and
elites who ruled over the peasants. But despite being an ardent Muslim
League supporter, he is found to have supported the idea of abolition of
Permanent Settlement System or commonly known as Zaminderi System.
In 1947 prominent Muslim League leader Abdul Hashim ammulgumated
a manifesto which intended to outline the economic structure of the
country if Pakistan came into being in future. In the manifesto, the idea
of the abolition of permanent settlement, a structure established by the
British to exploit the peasants, was mentioned inter alia. Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman along with many other Muslim League activists
engaged themselves in circulating the manifesto and educating the general
people about its ideas.
It is evident from the discussion above that in the British colonial period,
Bangabandhu’s politics was in alignment with that of All India Muslim
League in the sense that independent of India through the establishment
of Pakistan for the Muslim community of India who had been suffering
under the British and the Hindu Zaminder alike was the main goal. But it
is also evident from his political activities that his politics was for the good
of those who were oppressed. In the context of that time, Muslims were
the oppressed hence he felt it as his duty to strive to bring justice for them.
So his vision was not only to establish Pakistan but Pakistan, a country,
where his people would live free from oppression with hope and a future
of their own.
112

Pakistan: A Mirage
Pakistan was a country of hope for millions of Muslims in the Indian
subcontinent. After a period of about 200 years of oppression under
British rule, Muslims finally got a country where they can pursue their
own dream and prosper with dignity. In fact, Pakistan was an opportunity
for muslims which politically and economically can empower them in
the national and international state. Though Pakistan came into being
on the basis of religion i.e. as the abode of the Indian Muslims, but it
founding father Muhammad Ali Jinnah dreamt of it as a land where not
only Muslims but people of any religion could live and prosper in peace.
He said, “You are free to go to mosque or to any other place of worship
in Pakistan. He also said, “The first duty of the government is to maintain
law and order so that the life, property and religious beliefs of its subjects
are fully protected by the state.” (evsjv‡`‡ki ¯^vaxbZvi mvZKvnb, W. †gv. gvKmy`yi
ingvb) But the dream or hope that Pakistan symbolized was not to come
into reality because of the reality that prevailed in the socio-economic
and political scenario of Pakistan. Pakistan was a country of many ethnic
groups. Among many groups, the Punjabis were relatively in a better
position, economically and socially. Members of Punjabi community
held various position in bureaucracy and military. Many of them were
prominent landlords involved with Muslim League politics. Since the
Muslims were lagging behind in education and business from the Hindus,
when Pakistan came into existence, the majority areas that were part of
that country were undeveloped and most of the inhabitants were poor.
Specially, in West Pakistan, there existed a feudal system which benefited
a few elite society possessing power and land. So there was not an ideal
environment in the newly born country for democracy. The elites were also
reluctant to make concessions on their part to create a conducive and more
democratic political environment. Furthermore, Pakistan was to be ruled
under a federal system, but the demand of provincial autonomy was again
and again denied by the central government which gave rise to a gradual
resentment in the provinces against the center. This situation also worked
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as a major obstacle to the growth of democratic political environment in
the periphery. Finally, Pakistan was to be ruled by a parliamentary system,
but the presence of a powerful Governor General like Mohammad Ali
Jinnah was an obstacle to that. Mohammad Ali Jinnah was the instrumental
politician who played the major role in establishing Pakistan. Rest of the
Muslim League politicians were dwarfed by his charismatic leadership and
personality. Though he was not meant to exercise any real power over the
parliament, his influence was so immense that he became the de facto ruler
of Pakistan. Hence, the parliamentary system which is a major element
of democratic political system, could not flourish in the way which was
needed for the long-term stability and prosperity of Pakistan. As a result,
we see that within a short period of time after its independence Pakistan
faced some major problems which had long term implications.
Just after the independence, Pakistan faced its first trial as the language
movement in the then East Bengal churned up the political environment.
When West Pakistani government leaders wanted to deny the Bengali
people its right to speak in its own mother tongue, people started
protesting against the government. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
was involved with the movement since its beginning and played a major
role throughout the movement. This is the first political event that inspired
the feeling of cultural affinity among the Bengali people. It united them
on the basis of the same language and culture they shared. Like many
of the then Bengali politicians, it is evident that Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman was also deeply moved by the sentiments of that time
which changed his political ideology forever. The idea of a Pakistani nation
based on religion was undermined in this movement and for the first time
Bengali politicians started to think of an ideology that encapsulated their
cultural and linguistic uniformity and Bangabandhu was no exception in
that matter. In fact, he was one of the firsts who voiced for Bengalis right
to use their mother tongue officially and hence, when the demand faced
severe protest from the West Pakistanis, the idea of a separate national
entity for Bengalis spontaneously came into his mind. This is reflected
later on his political activities and nation building initiatives.
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Pakistan stumbled upon on its way to a democratic environment from
the very beginning when a democratically elected government of
United front, commonly known as Jukta Front, in the first provincial
general election of 1954 was ousted from power through bureaucratic
and political intrigue. The Language Movement in the then East Bengal
forced the Bengali political leaders to accept the bitter reality that their
rights and demands would not be taken care of by the West Pakistani
Muslim League leaders as they could never see the Bengalis as their equal.
Hence, on the eve of the National Election of 1954, leaders of several
Bengali political parties formed a coalition, named United Front, against
the Muslim League. The coalition in their election manifesto enlisted
promises which, if implemented, would address the problems of mass
people of the then East Bengal and resonated the demands of the poor
and the peasants. In the election, United Front won a landslide victory
against the Muslim League and formed government. But the United Front
government survived only 60 days. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
for the first time became a member of the government as a minister in the
United Front Cabinet. So he got the opportunity to see from very close
how the West Pakistanis worked in cohorts to undermine the pro-Bengali
government. Later in 1956, Hossain Shahid Suhrawardy became the prime
minister of Pakistan. But the then Pakistani President Iskandar Mirza was
jealous of Hossain Shahid Suhrawardy and considered him as a political
rival. At this point, it is needed to shade some light on the background of
President Iskandar Mirza. Iskandar Mirza came from an aristocratic family
of Murshidabad whose roots can be traced back to the Nawab family of
Murshidabad. Interestingly, he was a direct descendant of Mir Zafor, the
infamous general of the last independent Nawab of Bengal, Siraj ud Daula,
who colluded with the British to dethrone the Nawab. Iskandar Mirza, like
his forefather Mir Zafor, colluded with other West Pakistani politicians
against Hossain Shahid Suhrawardy when he took initiative to arrange
general election and some development initiatives in East Pakistan. Finally
he became successful in making some of the members of the parliament
withdraw their support from the Suhrawardy cabinet and then pressured
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Suhrawardy to resign without giving him any opportunity to seek support
from the parliament. As a result, Suhrawardy could not but resigned as
the Prime Minister. Bangabandhu as a close associate of Hossain Shahid
Suhrawardy watched how through political intrigue the West Pakistani
elites continued to try to stifle the political aspiration of the Bengali people
and suppress them as a community. These political events made a longlasting effect on his mind.
In October 1958, Pakistan experienced its first martial law imposed by
president Iskander Mirza and later in the same month, Iskander Mirza
was deposed from his office and General Ayub Khan grabbed power.
Thus began the military rule in Pakistan because of selfish and imprudent
actions by the West Pakistani politicians and bureaucrats. As a result of
the coup, Pakistani people, in the East and West alike, were deprived from
political rights. Though the period saw some infrastructural developments,
the political damage that it dealt on the democratic process in Pakistan’s
political culture haunts to this date. The damage was more devastating
for the Bengalis, as they, since the independence of Pakistan, striving for
achieving their rights, were targeted by the military regime as disobedient
and sometimes as “Indian agents” and got harassed politically and in other
ways. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and other political leaders
were jailed by the West Pakistani rulers to stifle them and prevent them
from voicing for reinstatement of democracy.

Formation of New Vision
As a consequence of all the suppression and injustice done by the West
Pakistani rulers, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman at one point in
1960s started to lose hope in Pakistan. He came to realize that in Pakistan,
the Bengalis could never achieve their rightful position in the national level
as long as the then East Pakistan is directly under the control of the centre.
Due to various geopolitical reasons, he could not outright dream for
independence, but sought freedom from the grip of West Pakistani rulers
through systemic political settlement without hurting the sovereignty of
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Pakistan. Consequently, in 1966 “Six-Point Demand” was expounded by
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in Lahore in a conference of the
opposition parties (‡kL gywRe I evsjv‡`k AvIqvgx jxM, 1949-1971, k¨vgjx †Nvl).
If each of the six points is looked closely, it can be seen that Bangabandhu
proposed a solution for the Bengali people which would ensure the
political and economic emancipation of the Bengalis without hurting the
sovereignty of Pakistan. He wanted a land for his people where he and
other Bengali politicians like him could realize their vision and ideology. So
it can be argued that Bangabandhu was ready by 1966 with his new vision
regarding the Bengalis that is why he proposed a loose federation structure
for the state of Pakistan.

Constitutions of Bangladesh: A Reflection of
Bangabandhu’s Vision
After nine months of bloody struggle of Bengali people, a new independent
country emerged in the world. The country was fruit of long struggle of
the Bengalis since 1948 which culminated into a liberation war which was
fought valiantly irrespective of the caste, creed and religion. People from all
walks of life joined the fight for liberating their motherland. They wanted
freedom, freedom from oppression, freedom from poverty and freedom
from religious persecution and conflicts, so common in the Pakistan era.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, as the heart of Bengali politics
in the previous 23 years, harbored those spirits more than anyone else.
His experiences throughout his colorful political life had made him realize
that in order to ensure the development and prosperity of a country,
accommodating different ideologies is the main goal and a stable political
environment is a must for ascertaining progress, and democracy is the
only possible system that can achieve both of these goals. On the other
hand, his experience in Pakistan made him a proponent of secularism
as he saw many times how religion had been used to divide people and
create political instability in Pakistan. So Bangabandhu became a supporter
117

Bangabandhu and Bangladesh

of religious freedom. He understood secularism not in the absence of
religion, but in the idea that one can freely observe his own religion without
any persecution. Furthermore, Bangabandhu in all his life strove for the
deprived and destitute people of Bangla. His politics was for emancipating
the poor peasants and destitute workers who keep toiling silently for the
country.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman returned from the captivity of
Pakistan in 1972 and immediately engaged in promulgating a constitution
which would reflect the hopes and dreams of the Bengali people and his
own. Within a year, Bangladesh got its first constitution and it reflected
Bangabandhu’s vision he harbored for his people. In the first constitution,
four tenets were enshrined as the fundamental principles of the constitution.
These were: Bengali Nationalism, Socialism, Democracy and Secularism.
As discussed in this paper, it is evident that all these principles reflect the
vision of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman formed through his
experiences gleaned all along his political life.
Apart from the internal matters of state policy, the outline of foreign policy
of the new country was enshrined in the Constitution which also reflects
the values and experience of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
The Article 25 of the Constitution titled “Promotion of International
Peace, Security and Solidarity” says, “The State shall base its international
relations on the principles of respect for national sovereignty and equality,
non-interference in the internal affairs of other countries, peaceful
settlement of international disputes, and respect for international law and
the principles enunciated in the United Nations Charter, and on the basis
of those principles shall•

Strive for the renunciation of the use of force in international relations
and for general and complete disarmament;

•

Uphold the right of every people freely to determine and build up its
own social, economic and political system by ways and means of its
own free choice, and
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•

Support oppressed peoples throughout the world waging a just struggle
against imperialism, colonialism or racialism (The Constitution of the
People’s Republic of Bangladesh).

If examined, the clauses of the article expresses the role of Bangladesh
as an independent state of the world as Bangabandhu envisioned. The
idea of moral support extended towards the people struggling for their
freedom from the clasp imperialist and colonialist power echoes his own
life long struggle against the Pakistani rulers.

Conclusion
Bangabandhu had high aspirations for Bangladesh. Often we find leaders
who lead people towards great goals but they do not become emotionally
involved with the people. Bangabandhu was an exception. One of his offrepeated expressions “love for people” stands out as unique. He often
talked about his love for people and people’s love for him in return. He
always prioritized the issues that are upper-most in ordinary people’s lives.
His politics was people’s politics. This people’s orientation made him a
pragmatist. He learned about people’s aspirations from them. He had faith
in people. That is why he could call upon people on March 7, 1971 to join
the liberation struggle with “whatever little they have.”
His unfinished work has been left for us, so we have to materialize his
dream for the future generation. Only this would enable us to pay honest
tribute to our Father of the Nation. In that note, we are still fortunate to
have his worthy daughter amongst us as our leader who had been trying
to materialize the dream of her father. Still sincere efforts are on to make
the dream true; as such we can hope to be a glorified nation under the
guidance of Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. The year 2020 is
being observed as “Mujib Borsho” on the occasion of the Birth centenary
celebrations of Bangabandhu. His deep political wisdom and love for
his people would keep him immortal forever. Bangalis gave him the title
‘Bangabandhu’ and ‘Father of the Nation’ out of sheer love and emotion.
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His lifestyle was like a simple and ordinary Bengali; that is why he could
so intensely connect with the ordinary people and their communities. He
used to say: “My greatest strength is that, I love my people and my greatest
weakness is that, I love them too much.” And it is none other than the
worthy daughter of Bangabandhu, the illustrious Mother of Humanity
and Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina who firmly led the
country to its present position among the comity of nations. Because of
the farsightedness and strategic leadership of this world leader, Bangladesh
has achieved the status of a middle-income country. The Government is
working to implement the coordinated work-plan to achieve the targets set
out in the Sustainable Development Goals. The least developed country
that Bangabandhu had left behind by now have graduated to a developing
country and In Shaa Allah, will strive to be a developed country by 2041.
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I am hungry for the love of seventy
million Bengalis. I am ready to sacrifice
everything, but I cannot bear loose the
love of the people of Bangladesh.
-Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

THE FATHER OF THE NATION
BANGABANDHU SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN:
EMBODIMENT OF FREEDOM, CHARISMATIC
LEADERSHIP, PEACE AND PROSPERITY
Colonel S M Bayazid Khan, PBGM, psc
“What do people want in life? Some want money, some want power or material
wealth. Still others want people’s love. I want people’s love”
– Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

Introduction
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is the symbol of strength,
mesmerizing personality, selflessness and indomitable spirit to the Bangalees.
He instilled the whole Bangalee nation with unity, patriotism and inflexible
spirit that triggered the emergence of Bangladesh as an independent state
on the global platform. His irreplaceable contribution in both the pre and
post- liberation war period was realistic and effective. Under his visionary
and dynamic leadership, Bangladesh managed to refrain from global power
rivalry related to the cold war scenario at that time.
After the attainment of independence, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman had to face manifold problems. Against the backdrop of
prevailing grim reality, a war-torn country like Bangladesh experienced a
trail of destruction and devastation in all sectors. The shattered economy,
volatile law and order situation, huge unemployment and poverty almost
stifled the onward advancement of Bangladesh at that period. Keeping
this in view, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman tried to address
these challenges gradually and firmly. He also maintained a balanced and
realistic foreign policy in maintaining global peace and stability as well as
protecting his national interest. He tried to change the colonial mindset
which facilitated the creation of exploitation and a discrimination-free
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society. Subsequently, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman became the
first leader in a post-colonial framework (Alam, 2016).
Bangabandhu’s foreign policy remains a living example of peace and
harmony even in the face of adversity. Present Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina lays utmost importance in pursuing his trend. At present, Bangladesh
is in transition from Least Developed Country (LDC) to a Developing
country and is also preparing for global recognition. Bangladesh is also
trying to attain Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) to alleviate poverty
and ensuring peace and prosperity by 2030. It is expected that Bangladesh
is likely to become an upper-middle-income country by 2031 and a highincome country by 2041.
Bangabandhu’s charismatic leadership in terms of political prudence
and sagacity earned name and fame at home and abroad. He was able
to break the shackles of subjugation in socio-political and economical
fields. As a result, the unity and development of Bangladesh were its
logical sequence. It showed the ray of peace and stability not only for
Bangladesh but also for the South Asian region. By and large, this article
highlights Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman ranging from local to
global contexts and provides a sense of his nationalistic spirit, humanist
vision of life, peace and development.

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman: Embodiment of
Freedom and Charismatic Leadership
Bangabandhu’s dream was to attain freedom from torture and tyranny with
courage, determination and coordinated efforts by combining everyone
under one platform. His political career started with the inspiration of
two distinguished political figures H S Suhrawardy and A K Fazlul Huq
in 1939. He was one of the founders of the East Pakistan Muslim Chatro
(Student) League in 1948. With the guidance of those two renowned
political personalities, he became the indispensable character in the politics
of the then East Pakistan. His increasing popularity became a potential
threat to the ruling Pakistani regime.
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Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman played an important role to
accelerate the pace of the language movement for the Bengalees in 1952
which eventually led to the implementation of Bangla as an official language.
He was among the first language prisoners (Alam 2016). During the blooddrenched language movement of 1952, he was pushed behind the bars and
took up leadership of the movement from inside the jail (Muhith, 2008).
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman reorganised Awami League (AL) by
dint of his political acumen and put it on a firm foundation after the death
of H. S. Suhrawardy in 1963. By that time the pakistani military ruler lifted
the ban on political parties. Thus the AL began its constitutional struggle
under the able leadership of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to
realize the demand for self-determination of the bangalees (Nair, 1990).
Gradually, he became an important figure to gain political autonomy for
the then East Pakistan. He announced his famous 6-point programme in
1966. The Bangalees whole-heartedly supported his 6-point proposal to
ensure greater provincial autonomy for the then East Pakistan. As a result,
he became the key figure behind the Bangladesh Liberation Movement.
Historic general elections took place in Pakistan on 07 December 1970,
where Awami League achieved a landslide victory. This result elevated
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to a new height for materialising the
hopes and aspirations of the Bangalees. The Bangalees were motivated and
gave undaunted support to materialise the 6-point demand as proposed by
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. On the contrary, the Pakistani regime
vehemently opposed this move, misinterpreted this proposal from a parochial
mindset and started various repressive methods to stop Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman from different angles. On 3 January 1971, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman conducted an oath-taking program where all East
Pakistani representatives were present. They vowed to remain united under
the leadership of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to implement their
demand. Such a type of initiative taken by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman compelled the Pakistani regime to sit on a negotiation table later on.
Also, his most uncompromising stance on the 6-point programme prompted
Bhutto and Yahya’s military junta to take a hard line (Bass, 1999).
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Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, our visionary leader, delivered a
historic speech at a massive gathering at the Ramna Race Course on 7
March 1971, which marked a watershed moment in Bengali history. The
address inspired the entire nation which triggered attaining freedom and
independence. In his iconic speech, he effectively declared independence
and gave all the instructions that were necessary to achieve the victory
even he is not there physically. In his speech, Mujib also levelled specific
accusations against the Martial Law authorities for failing to transfer
power to elected representatives (Conger & Kanungo, 1987). At the end
of his speech, he made a clarion call, saying: “The struggle this time is
the struggle for our emancipation; the struggle this time is the struggle
for independence” (Bhatnagar, 1971). It is to be noted that, his speech
was recognised by UNESCO as the ‘World’s Documentary Heritage’ and
included in the memory of the World Register in 2017.
Bangabandhu’s motivational power, a rare example was set in the world
political history where the entire country began the war of independence
under his dynamic leadership. The Bangalees fought for the country, died in
the millions and eventually clinched the victory and new born Bangladesh
was liberated on 16 December 1971 (Alam 2016).
On the black night of 25 March 1971, the Pakistani Army brutally killed and
also arrested huge unarmed Bangalees to stop their nationalist movement
headed by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in the plea of ‘Operation
Searchlight’. At this critical juncture, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
valiantly proclaimed the independence of Bangladesh on 26 March 1971 from
his residence. Later Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was imprisoned
for nine months in a Pakistani jail to restrain him to move forward.
On 10 April 1971, the first government of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh (Mujibnagar govt) was formed and Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman was elected as the President. When the liberation
war gained momentum, his charismatic leadership helped to unite and
strengthen the morale of the Bangalees that culminated to earn our
cherished independence in the long run. Pakistani authority was enforced
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to release Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman from their custody due
to international pressure and later he returned to Dhaka on 10 January
1972 via London and Delhi (García-Morales, et al., 2012).

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman: Icon of Unity
and Development
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman led the first government of postliberation Bangladesh for three and a half years. His government had
to tackle a lot of problems of a war-ravaged country from the ground
up. Restoring law and order situation, rehabilitating the mukhtijoddhas
(Freedom Fighter), repairing the broken communication system and most
importantly, feeding millions of hungry people were among the many
problems that plagued his administration.
Initially, the country’s economy had come to a halt. Moving the economy’s
wheels forward and putting it on a growing path was the other pressing
need that required government intervention. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman inherited a ruined economy after the liberation war of Bangladesh.
In his economic philosophy, he stressed the need for reviving the financial,
industrial and banking sectors. He also showed the importance of preparing
the First Five Year Plan (FFYP). Besides, several public corporations
were formed, into which industries and businesses were incorporated.
Mentionable, the Pakistanis abandoned several industries and businesses
which had to be taken over by the Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
government and run under state control (Pandey, 2004).
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is the glaring example of an
effective leader, who could solve many problems because of his image
and quality. After independence, he secured the country’s sovereign
and respected position in the community of the nation, and he took all
necessary measures and initiatives to ensure the country’s survival. He
tried to mobilize internal and external resources, rebuilt infrastructures
and rehabilitated thousands of people who were distressed during the
liberation war. He also emphasiszed ensuring security and establishing
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good governance. All of the initiatives were also extremely successful.
Present thriving Bangladesh was built on the foundation laid down by
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman within three and a half years of his
tenure as head of state and government.
The most notable contribution of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
was the formation of the constitution of Bangladesh within one year of
its independence. The constitution had been praised around the world for
its egalitarian principles, which protect and ensure the equal and human
rights of all citizens of Bangladesh, regardless of religion, creed, culture
or ethnicity (Pandey, 2004).
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman lived for just over a half-century.
The assassins took his life along with his family members, except for his
two daughters including our present Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina who is
now an internationally-acclaimed leader. He had always been unwavering,
selfless, steadfast, and completely dedicated to people’s causes. He had been
with them since the beginning of his life. As a young student leader, young
political activist and later as a political leader, he set an example and achieved
success and glory by fighting for what he believed in (bdnews24.com, 2005).

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman: Symbol of Peace
and Prosperity
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was such a personality who could
logically make decisions even at the risk of his own life. The essence of his
philosophical beliefs and political wisdom was to: Love your country and
countrymen with your heart; Speak the truth under all circumstances even when
his life was at risk; Create equal opportunities for all and protect his country
from deprivation of any kind; Spread love and affection towards grass-root
common people and protect the interest of vulnerable groups (Alam 2016).
“World peace” was one of the principles of Bangabandhu’s political
philosophy. He would say, “We want peace everywhere in the world”. He
used to stand beside the people of the world who were struggling for
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freedom, whether that struggle was in Africa, Latin America or Asia. He
believed that peace can be achieved on earth by love alone. He used to
say, “If you love your people, then they will also love you. If you accept a
small sacrifice, then they will also be ready to give their life for you.” He
believed that the struggle for freedom cannot be stopped by weapons. He
was alarmed by the clash of weapons (Shahnawaz, 2015).
He emphasized on peaceful resolution of all disputes which is the
cornerstone of foreign policy. That foreign policy is reflected in our
constitution as well. It was difficult to gain international recognition
as a newly-independent country. He emphasised developing positive
relationships with neighboring countries. During the reign of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Bangladesh gained recognition of the majority
of countries. He developed significant relations with India. Although he
was under adverse circumstances, he began a relationship with Pakistan
as well. He established cordial relations with Japan and the year 1973 was
a watershed moment in the Bangladesh-Japan friendship. Bangladesh
joined the Commonwealth and alliance neutral states within three years
of independence. Bangladesh got membership of the United Nations
(UN) in 1974. Under his captivating leadership, he developed an excellent
relationship with the international community.
He had a strong voice for the rights of the oppressed, exploited and hardworking people. He made significant contributions to the establishment
of peace, friendship, independence, democracy and world peace. In reality,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was the world peace messenger.
He always envisioned to making the entire world a heaven of peace. He
received the “Julio Curie Peace Medal” in 1973, international recognition
for his outstanding contribution not only to the Bangalees or Bangladesh
but also to the peace of the world’s exploited people.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman sent a message to the World Peace
Congress Conference held in Moscow in October 1973, where he said,
“I am really glad to hear the news of the world peace conference. When
people in different parts of the world are struggling against imperialism,
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colonialism and racial discrimination and are striving for economic and
political liberation, this Congress will be able to strengthen and inspire all
those who are committed to world peace. If the world needs to establish
stable peace, then the oppressed people of the world will have to free
themselves from the exploitation.”
In 1973, he spoke out in support of the UN at a Non-Aligned Summit.
He not only stated his firm determination to root out poverty, disease,
illiteracy and unemployment but also urged all nations to work together
to eradicate these problems. He delivered a powerful statement to the UN
on behalf of oppressed humanity, emphasising the legitimate rights of
oppressed people of South Africa and Palestine. He also emphasised the
need for all states, particularly developed countries, to work together to
solve economic problems (Rahman, et al., 2014).
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was a political stalwart in his
contemporary times. His courageous attitude and humanist approach
may be compatible with some renowned international personalities like
Mahatma Gandhi, George Washington, Fidel Castro, Marshal Tito, Andre
Malraux or Kurt Waldheim. But Bangabandhu’s historic speech delivered
at the UN in 1974 elevated him to one of the key political figures of
the world. In fact, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was equivalent
to the Himalayas in wisdom, devotion and foresight who had sacrificed
his happiness while struggling for the common people. Truth be told,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is an epic name. It’s the epic of the
birth of the Bangalee nation (Solaiman & Solaiman, 2013).

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman: Architect of
Foreign Policy
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was very much interested in
maintaining congenial and effective international relations. In foreign
relations, he used to adopt a balanced policy - “Friendship to all and malice
towards none.” Further, he proclaimed, “I would like it (Bangladesh) to
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become the Switzerland of the East.” The underlying goals are that,
like Switzerland, Bangladesh wishes to maintain peace, boost economic
development, promote tourism and maintain a neutral stance toward
globally polarized political blocs (Reza & Yasmin, 2019). As head of the
state, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman made several diplomatic
visits abroad to improve Bangladesh’s image on the international stage and
to achieve his foreign policy objectives.
On 6 February 1972, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman went to
India. In his address to the Indian people and government, he expressed
heartfelt gratitude for their assistance and cooperation during Bangladesh’s
liberation war (Reza, 2019). He discussed bilateral issues with his Indian
counterpart, Premier Indira Gandhi and urged Gandhi to withdraw Indian
troops. It was then decided that India would pull out her troops from
Bangladesh by March, and the withdrawal was completed during the first
half of the proposed month. With the decision’s implementation, He
attempted to demonstrate to the world that Bangladesh was not under
the dominance of its nearest major ally. His remarkable success was in
facilitating diplomatic relations with several states such as Saudi Arabia,
China, and Pakistan, among others, who were opposed to the liberation
quest of Bangalees in present-day Bangladesh (Trisha, et al., 2017).
The liberation war and emergence of Bangladesh took place in such a period
where the world was divided into two ideologically-opposed camps. Both
the blocks tried to dominate over each other and expanded their sphere
of influence to establish their supremacy. In such a critical condition,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman managed to maintain a balanced
foreign policy imbued with the spirit of peace, justice and equity for all. It
was reflected in his address to the UN in October 1974. During the visit to
the UN headquarters, he also met with US President Gerald R. Ford.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman knew how to bargain with a state
to secure his country’s national interest. Pakistan, whose Eastern Wing
was Bangladesh (formerly East Pakistan) until 1971, did not intend to
recognize independent Bangladesh and even vehemently opposed the new
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state’s admission to the Commonwealth in 1972 (Rahman, 2020). When the
Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) held its summit in Pakistan
in February 1974, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman recognized the
long-awaited opportunity. He refused to attend the summit if Pakistan did
not recognize Bangladesh. That bargaining worked flawlessly and Pakistan
eventually acknowledged Bangladesh (T & Gardner, 2005).
Through the wise leadership of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
Bangladesh attained membership in specialized international organizations
such as the UN, IMF, ADB, ILO, NAM, Commonwealth, OIC and others.
He was also successful in gaining recognition for the new state from almost
all countries, except for China, Saudi Arabia, Sudan and Oman (Paul, n.d.).
Due to its pro-Pakistani stance and cold war politics, China was opposed to
Bangladesh’s independence struggle, sided with Pakistan and maintained
the same policy for a reasonable period to block Bangladesh’s entry
into the UN through using veto power. Recognizing the significance of
Bangladesh’s reconciliation with China, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman dispatched to Beijing a veteran ambassador, K. M. Kaiser,
who had previously served as a Pakistani ambassador to China and had
personally developed a special understanding with the destination state.
This kind of deft diplomacy persuaded China to approve Bangladesh’s UN
membership and it was maintained during Bangabandhu’s tenure (Kokab
& Khan, 1973). Amid the cold war between the then USSR and the USA,
his commitment to the Non-Alignment Movement (NAM) was worth
mentioning. At the same time, he laid emphasis on maintaining effective
diplomatic relations with the Muslim world.
The key principles of the foreign policy of Bangladesh include friendship
to all, showing respect to sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity
and not interfering in the internal affairs of other countries, peaceful
settlement of international disputes and respect for international law
and the principles as also enunciated in UN charter. Clearly speaking, the
existing foreign policy pursued by the present government is almost the
continuation of Bangabandhu’s foreign policy. It is also said that foreign
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policy is the extension of domestic policy. His initiative in this context also
indicates this trend.

Conclusion
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is the name of an ideal, a
philosophy and a realization. He was one of the most courageous souls
the world has ever experienced. He was strongly committed to fulfilling his
mission to liberate the country from oppression and subjugation. Again
it is observed that he was a symbol of a strong and valiant personality
throughout his life, who did never compromise with any unfair, illogical
and discriminatory attitude prejudicial to the interest of the Banglees. His
patriotic feelings in all respect indicate his intensive love and commitment
towards his countrymen. He also aspired for maintaining peace, progress,
prosperity and stability from both local and global perspectives. As a result,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman became a world leader due to his
charismatic leadership qualities.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was a personality with a great heart.
His political philosophy and ideology were built with the solid foundation
of helping the poor and needy and established equality for all regardless
of origin, creed, sex and religious faith. That philosophy began with grass
root people and his politics was to bring equality in the society, save the
country from deprivation and oppression created by the Pakistani ruler.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman cherished a dream to transform his
country into a “Sonar Bangla”. Keeping this in mind, he sacrificed himself
with a number of heroic actions. He was the forerunner of the Language
Movement of 1948-1956, the exponent of the democratic movement
of 1962, the mentor of the 6-point Movement of 1966, the undaunted
personality of the Mass Movement of 1969, the unparalleled victor of the
election of 1970 and above all, the incomparable hero of the Liberation
War of 1971.
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The country emerged as an independent and sovereign nation on the world
map in 1971 under Bangabandhu’s courageous, charismatic and visionary
leadership. He became the symbol of voice against all kinds of oppression,
discrimination and persecution. His magnificent life and activities are
considered an infinite source of inspiration for the Bangalees as well as
freedom-aspiring people around the globe. He was relentless in pursuing
peace, progress and development in both national and international
landscapes.
Following the attainment of political independence, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman embarked on a journey for achieving economic
emancipation by revolutionizing the country’s economic sectors including
agriculture, industries and infrastructures. In recent years, Bangladesh has
been able to reduce the poverty level and a steady Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) growth rate has been maintained despite the Corona pandemic.
The present Prime Minister of Bangladesh, daughter of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Sheikh Hasina, is committed to upholding the
political philosophy of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Under her
able and dynamic leadership, Bangladesh maintains an uninterrupted trend
of friendship, peace and cooperation.
Bangladesh was not built in a day. For centuries it existed as an idea and an
ideal in the unfulfilled dream of the ancient heroes of Bengal who carried it
to their graves. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who inherited this
legacy, reared and nourished the dream into a strong and abiding passion
and gave the passion a shape, that is the map of Bangladesh, which was
engraved on his heart (Shahnawaz, 2015).

References
1. Ahsan, S. B., 2015. Agartala Conspiracy Case and its Ramifications, Dhaka:
The Daily Observer.
2. Alam, S. M., 2016. Bangabandhu – The Great Philosopher, Nature Lover and
Tourist Champion will glorify Tourism in Bangladesh as “Father of Tourism
Industry. Journal of Tourism & Hospitality, 05(06).

134

3. Bass, B. M., 1999. Two Decades of Research and Development in
Transformational Leadership. European Journal of Work and Organizational
Psychology, 8(1), pp. 9-32.
4. bdnews24.com, 2005. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman: A Political
Profile, Dhaka: bdnews24.com.
5. Bhatnagar, Y., 1971. Mujib: The Architect of Bangla Desh; a Political
Biography. India: Indian School Supply Depot, Publication Division.
6. Conger, J. A. & Kanungo, R. N., 1987. Toward a Behavioral Theory of
Charismatic Leadership in Organizational Settings. The Academy of
Management Review, 12(4), pp. 637-647.
7. García-Morales, V. J., Jiménez-Barrionuevo, M. M. & Gutiérrez-Gutiérrez, L.,
2012. Transformational leadership influence on organizational performance
through organizational learning and innovation. Journal of Business
Research, 75(7), pp. 1040-1050.
8. Jamal, A. A., 2008. Mukti Bahini and the Liberation War of Bangladesh: A
Review of Conflicting Views. Asian Affairs, 30(4), pp. 5-17.
9. Karim, T., 2020. Bangabandhu: the architect of Bangladesh’s foreign policy,
Dhaka: The Daily Star.
10. Kokab, R. U. & Khan, M. A., 1973. Context of Bengali Separatist Movement:
An Appraisal of Sheikh Mujib-ur-Rehman’s Leadership. Pakistan Vision,
17(2), pp. 51-70.
11. Pandey, P. K., 2004. Political culture in Bangladesh: Does leadership matter?
Social Change, 34(4), pp. 24-37.
12. Paul, M., n.d. Victory-71 and Agartala Conspiracy, Sweden: Bongobondhu
Information & Research Center.
13. Rahman, M. M., 2020. Bangabandhu and the world peace, Dhaka: The
Independent.
14. Rahman, M. S., Islam, M. T. & Islam, A. R. M. T., 2014. Evaluation of
Charismatic Leader of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. International
Journal of Scientific and Research Publications, 4(5), pp. 1-6.
15. Reza, M. H., 2019. Components of Transformational Leadership. EPRA
International Journal.

135

The Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman: Embodiment of Freedom, Charismatic
Leadership, Peace and Prosperity

16. Reza, M. H. & Yasmin, N., 2019. Development of Malaysia Under the
Leadership of Mahathir Mohamad: Turned Malaysia into a Rich Country.
PEOPLE: International Journal of Social Sciences, 5(1), pp. 498-506.
17. Muhith AMA, 2008. State language movement in East Bengal 1947-1956,
University Press.
18. Nair MB, 1990. Politics in Bangladesh: A study of Awami League, 1949-58,
Northern Book Centre, New Delhi. Pp. 130-131.
19. Shahnawaz, M., 2015. Sheikh Mujibur Rehman: Founder of Bangladesh.
African Journal of Political Science and International Relations, 9(5), p. 152–
158.
20. Solaiman, M. & Solaiman, S., 2013. A Study of Sheikh Mujib’ s Leadership
Traits, (1972). s.l.: s.n.
21. T, B. J. A. & Gardner, W. L., 2005. Authentic leadership development: Getting
to the root of positive forms of leadership. The Leadership Quarterly, 16(3),
p. 315–338.
22. Trisha, B. J., Alom, D., Zaman, T. & Munna, M. A. S., 2017. Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is the greatest teacher of human psychology. The
International Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities Invention, 4(5), pp.
3503-3505.
23. Zarif, M. M., 2020. Recognition, as equals, Dhaka: The Daily Star.

Author
Colonel S M Bayazid Khan, PBGM, psc was commissioned in Bangladesh
Army in 1991 with 25th BMA Long Course in EME corps. He graduated
from DSCSC, Mirpur. He obtained both B.Sc. and Masters in Mechanical
Engineering from BUET and DUET respectively. His prominent staff
appointments include Deputy Assistant Military Secretary (DAMS) and
ADEME (Coord) in AHQ. He also served as Director Administration,
Sector Commander and Deputy Region Commander in BGB. He
commanded 27 and 49 BGB Battalion. He contributes in UN mission as
contingent member both in Sierra Leone and Ivory Coast. At present, he
is serving as Chief Instructor, DGFI Training School.
136

LEADERSHIP TAKEAWAYS FROM THE
FATHER OF THE NATION: TOTAL
PEOPLE’S WAR IN BANGLADESH CAVEAT
Colonel Md Ehsanul Haque, SUP (BAR), afwc, psc, PhD
“Great things are achieved through great sacrifice”
- Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

Introduction
Total People’s War (TPW) concept can be defined as “The war waged by
the people as a whole where every citizen of the nation fights the enemy
in every conceivable method with all possible means” (Giap Vo Nguyen,
2001). Bangladesh Liberation War (LW)-1971 is a historical example of the
application of TPW concept where both Armed Forces and general people
fought alongside in the spectrum of TPW. Bangladesh did not have any
organised armed forces during the outbreak of the LW. Today the military
is following the path of modernization to face any potential adversaries.
Bangladesh has enormous demographic depth, with a population of around
170 million, which can be carefully integrated into the spectrum of war to
enhance the combat ability. Most of our terrain remain inaccessible during
monsoon and vegetation provide aerial cover in most of the areas. As such,
from the historical example of Bangladesh LW-1971, Bangladesh can draw
lessons to fight a war against superior forces in any future conflicts/war.
Great leaders had magnificently waged Total People’s War (TPW) in the history
against colonial power or ruthless dictators for the freedom of the nation. But
very few leaders had aspired for the emancipation of the people from the
shackles of poverty and dreamt of prosperity and pride. Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, the iconic leader, had turned out to be the architect of
Bangladesh by showing the path of independence to the people and making
them fight a bloody nine months long Liberation War in 1971.
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The Father of the Nation envisioned the overall concept of Liberation
War of Bangladesh which is still studied as a classic example of TPW.
During his 7th March historic speech, later recognized as world heritage,
Bangabandhu’s wisdom, leadership, directives and guidance on TPW were
unfolded with the strategic directives along with tactical instructions. Against
this backdrop, integration of TPW remains as a dynamic consideration in
the planning and conduct of any future war for Bangladesh (Broers, 2008).
As such, it is imperative to draw relevant lessons from the leadership
style and philosophy of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman that had
spontaneously waged a TPW during the War of Liberation in 1971.

Aim
The aim of this paper is to highlight the concept of TPW delineated by
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman through his leadership acumen and
focus on takeaways thereof for the future.

TPW and Major Fields of People’s Participation in LW 71
People’s war is a strategy where a civilian population resists and fights against
the occupying regular force. Enemy will be drawn deep into own territory
and then culminated through a mix of conventional and unconventional
warfare. Chinese communist revolutionary and political leader Mao Zedong
(Samuel, 1964) first introduced the concept of “People’s War”. Von Giap
of Vietnam followed surprise and deception concept to the fullest in his
TPW concept in the battle of Dien Bien Phu (www.britannica.com ).
Participation and Support in Combat Role. The biggest contribution
of general mass in the LW of Bangladesh 71 was their mass involvement
in direct combat. The LW appropriately adopted the guerilla warfare
tactic (Jacob, 1997). It suited the general mass involvement within own
territory. The civilian people, irrespective of age and gender, flooded
different training camps. The freedom fighters mostly used hit and run
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tactic, ambush and other harassing activities. It complicated the total war
effort including movement of Pakistan Army inside Bangladesh. The
general support and individual sacrifice made by the general mass during
LW-71 was instrumental to sustain the war. General people supported the
campaign by raising fund, providing medical, food, and sometimes arms,
sheltering the freedom fighters etc.
•

Information Campaign. The Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendro may not
have fought with arms, but it was like a real soldier in the Liberation
War all. Throughout the war, different programs broadcasted from the
station helped to maintain the tempo of the war and morale of the
people. It conducted propaganda campaign as a part of psychological
warfare and at times used the broadcast to pass signal to the freedom
fighters (Operation Jackpot). ‘Chrampotro’ read by M R Akhter Mukul
was a very famous program during the war. Patriotic songs of different
artists and stage drama had great effect to uplift morale which still
remain popular in Bangladesh today.

•

Branding Bangladesh. Bengali Intellectuals and Journalists through
their literature could draw the world attention in Bangladesh favor.
BBC radio and news coverage and ‘Akashbani’ from Kolkata exposed
the Pakistani atrocities with the support from the Bangladeshi diaspora.
‘Concert for Bangladesh’ by George Harrison and Ravi Shankar in
Madison Square Garden, NY were initiated and organized by Bengali
immigrants. The concert raised close to $250,000 for Bangladesh relief
on that night. More importantly it introduced and branded Bangladesh
in the international arena (Concert, n.d.).

•

Integrating Foreign Government. Bangladeshi community staying
abroad was active to draw attention and integrate local administration.
The Provisional Bangladesh Government’s diplomatic effort,
intellectuals and those who took shelter in India had great contribution
in this regard. India provided wide support during Bangladesh LW
71. The Bangladeshi expatriates were heavily involved for Bangladesh
cause there. The Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi visited the
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refugee camp and then worked to influence international sympathy in
Bangladesh’s favor. This effort was to prove vital later during the war.
Bhutan, Myanmar and former USSR were among the first countries to
recognize Bangladesh (Bangladesh Liberation War at wiki).
Transition towards Organized Effort
The schematic diagram below highlights the progression of LW 71 (Amardesh,
2016). The bold portions represent where general people participated. It
is found that the resistance towards beginning were disorganized and
unplanned naturally. But as time passed by, the engagements became more
and more organized when the ‘Mukti Bahini’ were integrated further with
the progression of war. Massacre reduced as people started to fight back.
The mass population was motivated, actively involved and integrated for the
noble cause till the end of LW as shown in Figure-1:
Figure 1: Timeline Schematic of Liberation War
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Leadership Takeaways from the Father of the Nation
Focusing TPW Concept
Background. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was a real epitome
of courage, both in the physical and moral sense. In 7th March speech,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had given clear guidelines for all
to prepare for a war through different stages as shown in Figure-2. In
succeeding paragraphs leadership takeaways from Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman will be highlighted focusing lessons in waging TPW.
Figure 2: Stages of Liberation War

Source: Author’s own construct
Vision for Sonar Bangla: The End State with Clear Ways and Means.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman identified end state of struggle
clearly, “Our struggle, this time, is a struggle for our independence.”
The relevance of this vision is implied even today in planning to any war
imposed on us; the leadership should be clear about the desired outcome
of the war and know how to achieve the end state as shown in Figure-3.
When end state is not clear, all other actions will be futile.
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Figure 3: Strategy for Sonar Bangla

Ways

Non-cooperation
Guerilla Resistance
Struggle

Means

People, Freedom Fighters, members of
Military and Para-military Force

End State
Independence

Source: Author’s own construct
Growth of Strategic Culture. Strategic culture of a country shapes
up the mindset of the people in prosecuting the war. The source of
Bangabandhu’s strength did not come from the barrel of the gun, rather,
from the mandate and trust of his people. Confidence of trust comes
from knowing by name and loving the people. Per se, there is always a
room for development of strategic culture believing on the strength of
the operational leaders is derived from the moral component of their men.
Lesson for Leaders to Mix with Root Level People. Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman used to mix with all levels of people. Leaders
must possess inclusive attitudes, high motivations, and behaviors that have
positive effects on subordinates, the people, and the organization. Only
then, unlimited affection can be drawn to any call for TPW in vulnerability,
uncertainty, complexity and ambiguity (VUCA) world.
Balanced Mix of Visionary Leadership and Leadership 4.0 Style.
The operational leadership style in relation to TPW can be a balanced mix
of Visionary Leadership and Leadership 4.0 style. In 21st-century all lines
of operations should be pursued with equal emphasis to activate strong
information operations to guard against adversary’s information warfare
(C4ISR) as strongly exhibited during the Liberation War through Shadhin
Bangla Betar Kendra. Leadership in the 4th Industrial Revolution will be
defined by the ability to rapidly align and engage empowered, networked
teams with clarity of purpose & fierce resolve to win.
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Putting Peoples First. On 7th March 1971, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman told in his speech that he did not want power or the post of Prime
Minister. His sacrifice and care for people made could marshal whole
nation behind him. People love honest and patriot leader. Keeping the
people in the central frame is instrumental for winning the edge in TPW.
Skill to Influence and Connect People. The speech of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman touched the soul of every citizen and guided
everyone to build a unique nation. Visionary leaders should possess the
unique quality to influence with the led to fight fortified compound warfare
for any good cause for the nation as shown in Figure-4.
Figure 4: Communication Skill
Visionary
Leadership

Communication
to People
Influence 7.5
Crore people

Fight TPW

Source: Author’s own construct

TPW in Bangladesh Caveat
Organizational Innovation. Father of the nation encouraged
organizational innovation. Being innovative helps to overcome odds as
exemplified in Bangladesh’s War of Liberation. Mukti Bahini, initially,
short on men, material and training resorted to innovation often while
operating against superior Pakistani Armed Forces.
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Concept of Fortress was a Creative Idea. Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman told in his speech “I call upon you to turn every home
into fortresses (Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 2012).” This concept is still in
vogue with the current habitation pattern, change of demography and
rapid urbanization all over the country. A leader has to inculcate creative
idea or think out of the box to contest the adversaries.
Primacy on Fighting with the Available Resources. Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman stated to fight with available resources till the end
still holds good and remains a credible takeaway for any future conflict.
However, every effort should be undertaken to overcome resource
limitations and if possible, through indigenous capability development. A
transformation process of visionary leadership is illustrated in Figure-5.
Figure 5: Transformation of Leader’s Vision

Source: Author’s own construct
Sustenance by the Mass People. Sending every citizen of the nation for
war would increase the fighting power of the country but it decreases the
national might in other areas. This idea was clearly narrated by Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. He mentioned how to severe the logistics lines
of operation of the adversary by saying, ‘Close all roads for life even if I
am not around to give orders (Arefin Siddique, 2020 ).’
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Tenets of TPW during Peace and War
Peacetime Effort for TPW
•

Psychological Integration. The aim of psychological integration
should be to motivate people to nationalism to the extent that they
can sacrifice their lives for the national interest. The concept of TPW
should be injected into the hearts and minds of the people to develop
a common perception regarding the doctrine. Political and military
ideology should be coherent to instill fighting spirit amongst the
general mass from elementary level to inherit a courageous generation.

•

Physical Capacity Building Measures. TPW demands the
mobilization of the entire resources of a nation. The concept may
not work without a comprehensive implementation plan. The Military
along with civilian counterparts need a feasible plan to deal with
the administration and training of the huge forces. The whole task
includes earmark of existing facilities, organizations and institutions
necessary to implement the concept with prudence. Therefore, during
the outbreak, the appropriate response plan can be materialized within
a very short span of time.

Future Effort for TPW
• Considerations
▪▪ Geographical Familiarity. Blending Fog with Friction.
Conventional Warfare Force will have the advantages as TPW
forces have intimate knowledge of the terrain over which the
operation will take place. They can have personal contact with the
local population which provides a partial solution to the problems
of intelligence, supplies and communications. Again, they will
evolve and vanish in the void once the operation is over creating
huge dilemma in the enemy’s mind.
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▪▪ Depth of Operations and Information Warfare. The
conventional force can operate deep inside the enemy territory with
the support of TPW forces. The support may be in terms of sub
tactical level engagement at enemies’ rear in disguise, information
warfare, psychological warfare etc. Again, maintaining own rear
area security and augmenting the regular forces in the operations
as a force multiplier will enhance the operational depth thorough
the TPW concept.
▪▪ Protracted War-No Victory to Aggressor. The wars of such
nature are usually protracted, which may significantly degrade the
capabilities of overall warfighting effort. However, the enemy’s
partial success does not ensure victory and this will increase the
cost of war. Therefore, political dimension will merge with the
military goal even in the tactical engagements.
▪▪ Limited Training and Discipline Vulnerability. A civilian
member of the TPW force will have inadequate formal training,
therefore increased vulnerability in terms of discipline. It limits his
effectiveness, particularly during the early stages, which needs due
care at the level of decision making in calculating risk factors.

Proposed Model of TPW Concept
Strategic Level. Bangladesh should have a comprehensive policy
integrating TPW as a war-fighting strategy. The mobilization and priority
of the resources should be spelled clearly so that specialized people can
report centers and facilities contemplating their expertise. Similar guidance
should be divulged to all concerns through media and cyber domain so
that people are well aware. The TPW concept will involve the coordination
of all instruments of national power. Peacetime coordination can be
delineated clearly so that other civilian and military stakeholders have
adequately prepared shelf plans to respond quickly.
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Operational Level. Armed Forces Division (AFD) would be responsible
for the coordination and management of the total fighting force. The
concept will have the highest level coordination and policy implication
but whole affairs will be implemented at the ground level, explicitly in the
Divisions, Flotillas and the Bases. The Central Hub will be coordinating
the whole affair through guidance and may arrange the specialized aspect
of training. AFD should need a shelf plan of the implementation strategy.

Tactical Level
•

Recruiting and Training Centre in the Divisional/Flotilla/
Base area. Each Area HQ should develop a comprehensive plan
to scrutinize and recruit youth for the TPW forces. The scrutinizing
process should be capable of distributing the people considering their
expertise, such as physically capable of fighting forces, computer
experts in cyber forces etc. Additionally, the field formation should
have earmark training institutions including training facilities to train
the forces within a short time.

•

Command and Control. The command structure of the TPW would
be similar to Bangladesh LW Sectorial Concept. The overall operational
command and control will be with Field Formations. In a focus group
discussion, 80% of officers opined that serving officers can be posted
to TPW to command battalion and larger formations. LW Ministry,
Local MPs/ UZ Chairman and LW District/Thana Councils may be
involved in scrutinizing the background of the people eager to join
forces. Mukjudha Sangshad and elected persons like UZ Chairman or
UP Chairman can be tasked to co-ordinate different administrative
aspects of TPW forces.

•

Logistic Backup. The TPW Force will live off the land as these
people will be recruited from their own locality and will operate in
that AOR. However, all necessary combat support (except ration) will
be provided by the Armed Forces. To support a huge TPW forces
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Armed Forces will require additional equipment, transports, ration,
clothing etc that may be acquired locally but will be approved at the
highest level. Bangladesh Ordnance Factory may adapt a long duration
production plan to mitigate the initial requirements. In an extreme
scenario, obsolete armaments of armed forces and paramilitary forces
can be a viable option to account for some percentage of armaments.

Conclusion
Bangladeshi national is patriotic that is well manifested during a crisis.
Docile Bangladeshi people possess the fighting spirit to take up arms once
needed and can be engaged in different combat and non-combat roles. The
LW of Bangladesh 1971 was the galvanisation of the people’s aspiration
for ‘national liberation’ from Pakistan. It was a spontaneous response to
genocide - mass killing, rape, devastation and other atrocities started by
the Pakistan Army. In the absence of a standing army, the ‘Mukti Bahini’
was formed that started guerilla warfare against the Pakistani forces. ‘Mukti
Bahini’ encompassed people from all walks. It is a typical example where
the mass population was heavily involved – directly or indirectly. In the
total war effort during the liberation war, the general people participated
in significant fields like in combat role, information campaign, branding
Bangladesh, integrating foreign government and so on.
Safeguarding sovereignty and territorial integrity is the supreme and
sacred duty of all citizens irrespective of caste and creed. ‘Every citizen, a
soldier’ – is a cherished goal of many a nation in this world. Like the LW71
people from different classes in future will be volunteers to join the war
during a national crisis. Ordinary people can be integrated into a broad
three different levels: Strategic level, Operational level, and Tactical level.
If we can incorporate our large population in our war effort as per their
expertise at an appropriate level, it will give us a decisive result and bring
victory. In Bangladesh parlance, there may be two different scenarios for
two different potential adversaries. With the bigger adversary, there can be
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a Total War scenario while a Limited War scenario with the other adversary.
In either case, Bangladesh Armed Forces have to depend on the support
and participation of common people.
The paramount takeaway from leadership of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman is to follow his ideals, and to clinch into his dreams both
independently and collectively. The 21st-century military leadership will
have to confront with VUCA world with risk, violence and dangers for the
accomplishment of mission in the battlefield. That is why, it is imperative for
the whole nation to understand TPW concept imbibed with Bangabandhu’s
leadership style and philosophy to fight the war in an integrated manner and
secure the national interests of beloved Sonar Bangla.

Endnotes
1. Defining Leadership 4.0 Style: Leadership in the 4th Industrial Revolution will be
defined by the ability to rapidly align & engage empowered, networked teams with
clarity of purpose & fierce resolve to win (Oxford Leadership).
2. The mandate of the Ministry of Liberation War Affairs is to provide due
recognition and various facilities to the freedom fighters and their families.
3. Muktijoddha Sangsad a non-political welfare association of the combatants during
the War of Liberation formed on 13 February 1972. The organization will have
two types of members, General and Associate. Persons who took part in the War
of Liberation and fought for the country’s independence are entitled to become
general members.
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“I will sacrifice my life if necessary to eliminate all
injustice and exploitation from the country.”
-Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

BANGABANDHU AND THE INCEPTION
OF DEFENCE DIPLOMACY: BANGLADESH
PERSPECTIVE
Captain Mahmudul Haque Majumder, (L), NPP, afwc,
psc, BN
Introduction
While Bangabandhu’s legacy to the emergence of Bangladesh and
nation-building is well recognised in both national and global spheres,
his contribution to defence diplomacy is seldom discussed. In retrospect,
Bangabandhu paved the way for defence diplomacy –inception for the
Bangladesh Armed Forces. Amidst the horrific post-Liberation War scenario
and restoration of a war-torn state, the Father of the Nation decided to
send an army medical team along with other aid for the Arab states during
the 1973 Arab-Israeli War. The consequence of Bangabandhu’s prudent
diplomatic manoeuvre was the recognition of the newly-born Bangladesh
by various Muslim countries, which eventually influenced the recognition
by Pakistan in the following year. The diplomatic relationship transcended
the political boundary and finally, facilitated establishing military ties with
friendly nations. In pursuit of Bangladesh’s national interest and the foreign
policy objectives as crafted by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the
Bangladesh Armed Forces continue to engage in defence diplomacy in the
regional and global arenas. Along the lines of his foreign policy démarches,
Bangabandhu led the way that the military can be used as an instrument of
foreign policy in furthering the national interest of Bangladesh.
Defence diplomacy is increasingly gaining prominence within the overall
ambit of changing geopolitical landscape and world order. Katz (2020)
argues that it can play an impending role in ameliorating a precarious
security environment. The wide-ranging defence diplomacy activities
include, inter alia, various defence/security agreements, visits by senior
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military leadership, bi-and multilateral exercises, training exchange, naval
port calls, humanitarian missions, appointing Defence Attaché and other
cooperative engagements. Since ancient times, the military has been an
integral part of the diplomatic efforts of a nation. Derived by a country’s
national interest, the military is used as an instrument of foreign policy.
Defence diplomacy is not considered as an isolated discipline but only
an extension of public diplomacy, which emerged as a separate field of
study after the end of the Cold War (Bhatia, Chaudhari and Singh, 2016).
Perhaps Sun Tzu gave the essence of defence diplomacy by asserting, “The
supreme art of war is to subdue the enemy without fighting” (Sun Tzu,
2003). Within the framework of Clausewitzian philosophy, which holds
that the war is the continuation of politics by other means (Clausewitz,
1976), the military was always concomitant to the diplomatic realm. John F
Kennedy said, “Diplomacy and defence are not substitutes for one another,
either alone would fail” (Davar, 2018). Bangabandhu understood the true
essence of it as reflected in the Constitution of Bangladesh, foreign policy
principles and his non-alignment stance, which remain as the catalysts for
diplomatic ventures by the Bangladesh Armed Forces.

Bangabandhu’s Contributions to Defence Diplomacy:
The Catalysts and the Inception
Constitution and the Foreign Policy. Within a year of the emergence of
Bangladesh, out of Bangabandhu’s numerous remarkable achievements,
one was the formulation of the Constitution in 1972 which remains as the
cradle of foreign policy for Bangladesh. He laid the foundation for the
progress of various institutions that abetted in furthering the country’s
foreign policy. The Constitution provides guidelines for the instruments of
national power-diplomacy, information, military and economy-in support
of the national interest of Bangladesh. The fundamental principles of
state policy as enshrined in Article 8 of the Constitution of Bangladesh:
nationalism, socialism, democracy and secularism-are conducive to the
development and application of defence diplomacy. Bangabandhu crafted
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the core dictum of Bangladesh’s foreign policy, “friendship to all, malice
towards none.” Article 25 of the Constitution portrays the guiding principle
of foreign policy:
•

The State shall base its international relations on the principles of
respect for national sovereignty and equality, non-interference in the
internal affairs of other countries, peaceful settlement of international
dispute, and respect for international law and the principles enunciated
in the United Nations Charter, and on the basis of those principles
shall;

•

Strive for the renunciation of the use of force in international relations
and for general and complete disarmament;

•

The terms and conditions laid in the article, such as ‘non-interference
in the internal affairs of other countries,’ ‘peaceful settlement of
international dispute,’ ‘respect for international law and the principles
enunciated in the United Nations (UN) Charter,’ and ‘strive for the
renunciation of the use of force in international relations’ are clear
directives for ‘non-violent’ use of the Armed Forces and promotion
of global peace, which is otherwise the essence of defence diplomacy.

Non-Alignment Stance. Since its inception, Bangladesh has been a
fervent adherent to the Non-Alignment Movement. The Father of the
Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman adopted a non-alignment
policy premised on principles of peaceful co-existence and friendship
towards all and decided to join the movement at Algiers’ Summit in 1973
(Momen, 2020). Bangabandhu’s non-alignment stance was the prime
driving force that restrained the country from any specific defence pact
or security alliance with any particular state(s). Rather it kept a broader
scope for military cooperative engagements with friendly nations for the
promotion of global peace and combating the common security threats,
which are the cornerstones of defence diplomacy.
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Pro-People Armed Forces: Bangabandhu’s Enduring Wisdom.
The birth of the Bangladesh Armed Forces is very unique in the sense
that it was born amidst the blood-stained Liberation War in 1971, along
with the birth of Bangladesh. Bangabandhu initiated several measures to
aggrandise the Bangladesh Armed Forces by merging all the fragmented
elements of erstwhile East Bengal Regiments and its Naval and Air
components (Ahmed, 2020). Consequently, he inaugurated Bangladesh
Military Academy at Comilla (now Cumilla) in 1974. On the occasion
of the passing-out ceremony of the first batch in 1975, Bangabandhu,
in addressing the cadets, reminded them that they were a part of the
Bangladeshi society and a ‘pro-people army’ (Zaman, forthcoming). It not
only underscored a symbiotic relationship between the society and the
military but also served as the edifice of the ‘pro-people Armed Force.’
Since then, the Armed Forces remain entangled with the raison d’état
Bangladesh, and the ultimate objective of the defence diplomacy lies in
the furtherance of a county’s national interest.
Arab-Israeli War of 1973: The Inception of Defence Diplomacy for
Bangladesh. Zaman (2021) posits that the separation of Bangladesh
from united Pakistan (an Islamic state) was not welcomed by many
Muslim countries and consequently, formal recognition of the newlyborn state was being withheld. Bangabandhu, ever the visionary, found
the opportunity during the 1973 Arab-Israeli War and rendered support
to Arab countries. He sent one lac pounds of tea to Egypt and Syria, and
an army medical team to Syria (Rahman, 2020). The 28-member medical
team was led by Colonel Khurshid Uddin Ahmed (later Brigadier General)
and established a field hospital near Damascus (Sarwar, 2020). They
provided treatment to both military and civilian casualties. The immediate
outcome of Bangabandhu’s adroit application of defence diplomacy
was the recognition from Egypt and Syria, followed by Jordan, Kuwait
and Yemen. Eventually, many Muslim countries formally recognised
Bangladesh. Furthermore, in return, President Anwar Sadat of Egypt
gifted forty-four T-55 tanks to the Bangladesh Army (Ilahi, 2020). It did
not end there. Before the meeting of Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
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(OIC) countries in Lahore on 22 February 1974, the Muslim leaders of
the world persuaded Pakistan to recognise Bangladesh. Consequently,
Pakistan, Turkey and Iran announced official recognition to Bangladesh.
It was a glowing demonstration of fostering national interest through
defence diplomacy, as charted by Bangabandhu.
National Defence Policy 1974. The ‘National Defence Policy 1974,’
formulated under the guidance of Bangabandhu served as the basis for
structuring and developing the Bangladesh Armed Forces. Driven by the
Constitution, foreign policy objectives of Bangabandhu and the Defence
Policy 1974, the Armed Forces Division formulated Defence Policy 2018,
where defence diplomacy is portrayed as one of the three pillars of the
country’s defence policy. It states, “defence diplomacy will be conducted
under a policy in consonance with national foreign policy.” It also advocates
for a pro-people Armed Forces. Thus, the root of the formalisation of
defence diplomacy for the Armed Forces is inextricably linked to the
legacy of Bangabandhu.
Other Areas of Defence Engagement. Bangabandhu dreamt of a
capable Armed Forces and subsequently made diplomatic manoeuvres to
acquire modern platforms and weaponry for the nascent military. Following
Bangabandhu’s visits, senior military leaders of Bangladesh started to make
engagements with friendly militaries. In one such engagement, senior
officers from Bangladesh Air Force (BAF), led by Air Vice Marshal A.
K. Khandker signed a deal with the erstwhile Soviet Union, under which
the BAF received a squadron of ten factory-fresh, latest model Mig-21
supersonic fighters (first to deliver by Soviet to any foreign country outside
its own Air Force) along with transport aircraft, Mi-8 helicopters and air
defence radars (Ilahi, 2020). Due to Bangabandhu’s personal relationship
with Marshal Josip Tito (President of Yugoslavia), Bangladesh Armed
Forces could build a strong tie with Yugoslavia. The Army received
modern artillery guns and the Navy got its first modern patrol craft from
Yugoslavia. Many officers and other ranks were sent for training to the
Soviet Union, Yugoslavia and other countries forming the building block
for defence diplomacy.
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In Pursuit of Bangabandhu’s Vision: Defence Diplomacy
under Present Leadership
Bangabandhu’s rightful heir Sheikh Hasina, currently at the helm of the
nation, is following the footsteps of the Father of the Nation. While
addressing the ceremony marking the President Parade-2020 of the 79th
BMA Long Course, she echoed Bangabandhu by directing the cadets to always
stand beside the people (The Daily Star, 2020). Pursuing Bangabandhu’s
strategic vision of global peace through peaceful co-existence and
friendship to all, and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s increasing diplomatic
engagements in regional and global stages, the Bangladesh Armed Forces
continues to engross in multifarious diplomatic undertakings. The greatest
contribution is in the UN Peace Keeping Operations (UNPKO) that
boosted Bangladesh’s global image and introduced the Armed Forces as
a professional military. In 1988, Dhaka first sent 15 military observers to
the UN Iran–Iraq Military Observation Group (UNIIMOG) mission,
and in 1991, the Bangladesh Army contingents led by an infantry unit
and comprising of 1002 peacekeepers joined the UN Assistance Mission
in Cambodia (UNAMIC) (Zaman and Biswas, 2017). Since then, the
Bangladeshi peacekeepers have served in the Middle East, Africa, Asia and
Europe, and within a short span of time, the country emerged as a leading
troops provider in the UN. It is noteworthy to mention that in Mali and the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Bangladesh was the first to deploy
peacekeepers under the auspices of the UN. Agreeing to participate in the
Multinational Maritime Task Force in the Mediterranean, the Bangladesh
Navy (BN) made a great endeavor in 2010. It sent a frigate and an offshore
patrol vessel to the UN Interim Forces in Lebanon (UNIFIL). The BAF has
contributed to UNPKO since 1993, and at present, BAF contingents are
deployed in DRC, Mali and the Central African Republic (Official Website
of BAF). As of May 2021, a total of 1,63,887 Armed Forces members
have participated in 54 missions in 40 countries (Bangladesh Army Official
Website). Institutionally, Bangladesh has achieved global appreciation by
establishing the Bangladesh Institute of Peace Support Operation Training
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(BIPSOT) in 2002. It aims to impart specialised multifaceted training to
national and multinational military, police and civilian participants on peace
operations in accordance with current international standards through
research, education and professional programmes (BIPSOT, 2021).
Given Bangladesh’s huge success in the UN missions, some comment
that Bangladesh considers such attachment as an essential element of its
international identity (MacQueen, 2006).
The Bangladesh Armed Forces now regularly conduct military exercises and
security dialogues/staff talks; participate in various seminars, workshops or
symposiums and naval port calls; exchange visits of senior military leaders
and training programmes. Besides, it has conducted multiple Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) missions in the Philippines (2013),
Maldives (2014 and 2020), Nepal (2015), Sri Lanka (2016) and Lebanon
(2020). It also periodically organises HADR exercise, Disaster Response
Exercise and Exchange (DREE), participated by more than 30 countries.
The BN assisted in Search and Rescue operations for missing Malaysian
Airliners MH 370 in 2014. The Bangladesh Armed Forces are now
venturing into different military forums, such as Indo-Pacific Armies Chief
Conference (IPACC), Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS), Western
Pacific Naval Symposium (WPNS) and others. The BN conducted maiden
exercise IMMSAREX (Indian Ocean Naval Symposium Multilateral
Maritime Search and Rescue Exercise) in the Bay of Bengal under the
aegis of IONS and is going to conduct its first-ever International Fleet
Review in the coming year. Likewise, the BAF is planning to conduct
International Air Show involving 20 different Air Forces from the globe
in 2022. Through multiple cooperative engagements around the globe, the
Armed Forces have firmly established its diplomatic adeptness.
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Gazing into the Future: Evolving Security Landscapes
and Defence Diplomacy
For some, the term ‘defence diplomacy’ appears to be an oxymoron
(Davar, 2018) as the military is meant to deal with the ‘hard power’ of the
state, whereas diplomacy is within the realm of ‘soft power.’ Nonetheless,
being associated with two different instruments of national power
(diplomacy and military), defence diplomacy offers a ‘hybrid’ element of
national power (Sullivan, 2019), which is instrumental in fostering national
interest. By its very nature, defence diplomacy is low-cost yet high-impact
(Jaishankar, 2016, p.19). There are numerous goals of defence diplomacy,
however, it primarily intends to foster the security and foreign policy
objectives of a country. Table 1 outlines different objectives and goals that
can be achieved through defence diplomacy.
Table 1: National Goals through Defence Diplomacy

Source: Author
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With its impressive economic growth for the last few decades, sustainable
development remains the cornerstone of Bangladesh’s national interest.
Encouraged by Bangabandhu’s vision for a Sonar Bangla (Golden Bengal),
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has outlined the blueprint of Vision 2041,
an aspiration to become a developed country by 2041. To realise Vision
2041, sustainable development is essential that entails an environment free
from external and internal security threats. Like many other countries,
today Bangladesh is confronted with a myriad of security challenges –
both traditional and non-traditional including transnational threats. In a
globalised world, it is inconceivable for a single state to combat multifarious
security challenges alone. Hence, the security and defence cooperation
amongst the nations is indispensable, making the application of defence
diplomacy more relevant today. Amidst evolving security landscapes of the
world, a military must operate with a fine blend of ‘hard’ and ‘soft’ power,
what Joseph Nye (2009) calls ‘smart power.’ The military capacity of
Bangladesh needs to be strengthened, in terms of both technologically and
the overall capacity to bring force to bear at a time and place Bangladesh
wishes to (Khan, 2016).
Armed Forces are meant not only to preserve the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Bangladesh but also to ensure a secure environment
conducive to national development. Bangabandhu desired a modern and
capable Armed Forces that would serve such purposes. The ‘Forces Goal
2030,’ brainchild of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, is a leap forward in
modernising the Bangladesh Armed Forces. It will largely contribute to
effectively engaging in defence diplomacy. The existing military ties with
the United States, the United Kingdom, China, India and Turkey need to
be strengthened, and at the same time, new avenues are to be explored
within the regional framework and beyond. The exchange of training
modules between higher professional institutions, such as National
Defence College and Staff College of Bangladesh (and similar institutions
of other countries) needs to be enhanced. Cooperation in the fields of
energy security and maintenance of good order at sea, blue economy,
counterterrorism, cyber security, information sharing including maritime
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domain awareness and environmental protection needs additional
attention. With increasing cooperative engagements with other militaries
of the world, Bangladesh Armed Forces will continue to emerge as a key
player in the realm of defence diplomacy. Only then, what Bangabandhu
effectuated will be meaningful.

Conclusion
Bangabandhu and the emergence of Bangladesh are irrevocably linked.
He undertook the daunting challenge of reinvigorating the war-savaged
country. The restoration of the Bangladesh Armed Forces took place
in tandem with the political, economic and social developments from
1972-1975. His unfathomable contributions in the birth of Bangladesh
and post-Liberation War reformations are well discussed in scholarly
parlance, but what remains mostly untold is his attachment to the genesis
of defence diplomacy for the Bangladesh Armed Forces. Bangabandhu
was a proponent of a capable military that would always stand beside
the people and bring fame to the nation. His prudent decision to send
an army medical team during the Arab-Israeli War of 1973 exhibited the
way defence diplomacy can be effectively used to further national interest,
which marked the inception of defence diplomacy for Bangladesh.
Since then, the Bangladesh Armed Forces have been engaged in various
diplomatic ventures augmenting the country’s overall diplomatic efforts.
Besides, other factors that are credited to Bangabandhu have facilitated
the application of defence diplomacies, such as the Constitution of
Bangladesh, Bangabandhu’s foreign policy principles, non-alignment
policy, consistency on a pro-people Armed Forces, personal relationship
with world leaders and the Defence Policy 1974. Bangabandhu paved the
way, and his able daughter carried it further to a newer height. From a
‘basket’ case, Bangladesh Armed Forces have heightened the image of the
country globally with its professional engagements, especially through the
UNPKO.
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Defence diplomacy should not be seen as a separate entity, rather a
segment of a nation’s diplomatic exertion designed to accomplish the
foreign policy goals of the country. Hence, defence diplomacy is as old
as public diplomacy. The practice of defence diplomacy was notably
observed after the end of World War II. As a separate discipline, it became
more prominent in the aftermath of the Cold War. Institutionally
way, the British were the first to generate the idea of defence diplomacy in
the 1990s (Islam, 2017). In today’s international relations, defence/military
diplomacy is regarded as an indispensable element of national power, and
when used in conjunction with public diplomacy, can foster national interest.
Bangabandhu envisioned the same and accordingly orchestrated defence
diplomacy to achieve national goals. The overwhelming implication was
not limited to recognition from the Muslim world only but also expanded
in establishing military ties with friendly countries and acquiring military
hardware and arsenals. Today, Bangladesh Armed Forces have placed itself
in a formidable position and have the ability to continue its diplomatic
engagements on a larger scale. Bangabandhu showed the light, now it is
our turn to walk upright in that lighted path.
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Comments of Distinguished Personalities on
Golden Jubilee of Independence of Bangladesh
Over the past 50 years, Bangladesh has made incredible
progress. It spurred economic growth, reduced poverty,
increased access to education and health resources
and built new opportunities for your people. Today is
a time for reflection and celebration. We reflect upon
the legacy of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman-100 years after
his birth-and celebrate 50 years of independence.
Independent and democratic Bangladesh was built based on Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s love for his people.

Justin Trudeau
Canadian Prime Minister
The people have made tremendous strides over the
past five decades, particularly on issues of social
development and disaster preparedness. I congratulate
you on this progress, including your graduation from
the category of least developed countries. Bangladesh
is playing a very important role in the world stage
as the largest contributor to the UN Peacekeeping
operations, chair of the Climate-Vulnerable Forum and host to hundreds
and thousands of refugees from Myanmar. We will continue to stand
beside Bangladesh in tackling the climate crisis and working towards the
sustainable development goals.

Antonio Guterres
UN Secretary-General
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman devoted his life to the
struggle for the independence of Bengalee nation and
secure the Bangla language as the national language.

Chung Sye-kyun
South Korean Prime Minister

The sentiments of brotherhood among our peoples,
rooted in our common historical and cultural heritage,
strengthen our mutual will to further develop our
relations. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman has
taken his place among the prominent statesmen of the
20th century with the struggles he went through, and
the sacrifices he made for his nation throughout his life.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan
Turkish President
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was an old and
good friend of the Chinese people. On his two visits
to China in 1952 and 1957, he forged friendships with
Chairman Mao Zedong and Premier Zhou Enlai, and
other Chinese leaders of the elder generation. “Sonar
Bangla” Bangabandhu envisioned is still galvanising
the 160 million Bangladeshi people in their pursuit of
national rejuvenation. Over the five decades of independence, the people
of Bangladesh have stayed true to their conviction and triumphed over
challenge one after another.

Xi Jinping
Chinese President
Bangladesh-“Golden Bengal” (Sonar Bangla)-is a
country of unique natural beauty and a modern nation
that strives to join unity of language and culture with
respect for the different traditions and communities
within it. This is one of the legacies which Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman left for all Bangladeshis. The country
has always had a special place in the heart of the Popes,
who from the start have expressed solidarity with its people, sought to
accompany them in overcoming initial adversities, and supported them in
the demanding task of nation building and development.

Jorge Mario Bergoglio (Pope Francis)
Head of the Catholic Church and Sovereign of the Vatican City State

Comments of Distinguished Personalities on
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
Sheikh Mujib was a pioneer who fought for establishing
people’s rights and dignity in one of the most profound
struggles for liberation in the twentieth century. The
title of Bangabandhu bestowed on him reflects the
extraordinary love that this patriot had for the people
of his country. He was a leader of the masses and
made the ultimate sacrifice in their service.

Pranab Mukherjee
Former President of India

In the thousand year history of Bengal, Sheikh Mujib
is her only leader who has, in terms of blood, race,
language, culture and birth, been a full blooded
Bengali. His physical stature was immense. His voice
was redolent of thunder. His charisma worked magic
on people. The courage and charm that flowed from
him made him a unique superman.

Journalist Cyril Dunn
London Observer

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman does not belong to Bangladesh
alone. He is the harbinger of freedom for all Bengalis.
His Bengali nationalism is the new emergence of
Bengali civilisation and culture. Mujib is the hero of the
Bengalis, in the past and in the times that are.

Mohamed Hassanein Heikal
Egyptian journalist

